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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


IN ORDER TO CONDUCT further investigation into the 
problems of architectural education and qualification, a sub- 
committee of the Board of Architectural Education has been 
set up under the chairmanship of Mr. D. H. McMorran. p. 470 


A PROPOSAL that a representative exhibition should be staged 
of the work of Fohn Nash, whose bi-centenary falls this year, 
is made by a correspondent. p. 489 


AN ACTION brought by a firm of builders to recover that part 
of the cost of a house above the licence amount has failed, except 


in regard to certain items not requiring the protection of a licence. 
p. 492 


FROM APRIL 1, 1952, all consumption licensing of softwood, 
hardwood and plywood at present dealt with by Timber 
Control will be transferred to other departments. p. 493 


THAT MR. ECCLES would follow up the removal of certain 
materials price controls by ‘“‘ doing away with licences for 
houses built for sale or letting privately, at any rate for houses 
below a certain size”? was a view expressed by Mr. F#. Ian 
Robertson last week. p. 495 


SPEAKING in Parliament last week, Mr. Eccles said that the 
question of rising costs would be a factor taken into account 
in fixing the amount, at present £100, which might be spent 
without licence in the period beginning July 1 next. p. 498 
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THE PENALTY CLAUSE 


HE difficulties with which builders have had to contend 
since the outbreak of war in 1939 have been such that, 
although penalty clauses have continued to appear in con- 
tracts, they have been rarely, if ever, enforced. However, 
as reported in our issue last week, a penalty clause has recently 
been enforced in High Court proceedings. We believe that 
the news will be generally welcomed throughout the industry. 
Building firms are still suffering from many difficulties— 
particularly those resulting from intermittent supplies of 
materials—and are deserving of sympathetic treatment from 
architects and building clients. But to assume that delays 
are inevitable and that penalty clauses must nearly always 
be a dead letter is not a healthy state of affairs. Such an 
assumption is bound to lead in the long run to a deterioration 
in the standards of effort not only of builders but of their 
operatives as well. ‘The widespread enforcement of penalty 
clauses would under present conditions be unjust ; but their 
enforcement here and there, where circumstances justify it, 
is most desirable and in the best interests of the industry. 
There is, moreover, another aspect of the matter. It is 
the practice of some local authorities, when inviting tenders, 
to allow their own building departments to compete. Only 
last week a case arose in the Metropolis in which the lowest 
tender was that of the building department; but a large 
private firm had quoted a much shorter completion date, and 
were therefore awarded the contract. There were some 
questions at the council meeting as to whether the work could 
in fact be completed within the time. It is here that the 
penalty clause can be of advantage to contractors ; naturally, 
provisions for penalties cannot be applied to a local authority 
building department. Confidence that such provisions 
can and will be applied to private firms, where necessary, 
should encourage authorities to award contracts to such 
firms rather than to direct labour departments. 


THE RJI.B.A. BANQUET 


HE R.I.B.A. banquet held at Grosvenor House on Thurs- 
day of last week was greatly enjoyed by a company of 
nearly 600. While there was genuine regret that Mr. Attlee 
was prevented from being there, other distinguished guests 
were present in force, and the standard of speeches, if not 
fully up to that of some pre-war dinners, was high. The 
President, replying to the toast of the Institute proposed by 
the Secretary of State for Scotland, spoke in happy vein, 
and Mr. Goodhart-Rendel, proposing the Guests, made some 
good remarks about architecture. The speech of the evening 
was undoubtedly Lord Macmillan’s, but that is a tribute to 
which the chairman of the Pilgrim Trust must be well 
accustomed. 


If there be cause for criticism, it must be that the Institute 
dinner, being a public occasion, should be a vehicle for 
public pronouncement as well as an opportunity for a good 
evening out for members and their guests. There was little 
said by any speaker at the banquet which was of real signi- 
ficance to the world outside architecture—“ nothing quotable ”’ 
as a reporter would put it. Yet there were several subjects 
that could have been touched on, among them possibly the 
cost of building ; the place of the architect (at present un- 
defined) in the private house-building programme ; or the 
serious effect on the profession of the constructional hiatus 
and the steel shortage. This point deserves consideration, 
we suggest, before the next banquet. Having made a plat- 
form for itself, the Institute should use it. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 


HE Board of Architectural Education 
consider that there is a need for 
further investigation into the problems of 
education and qualification. ‘They have, 
therefore, arranged for a joint sub-com- 
mittee of the Schools and Examinations 
Committees of the Board, under the chair- 
manship of Mr. Donald H. McMorran, 
with the widest possible terms of reference, 
to receive evidence and to consider and 
report upon this important question. 
The first meeting of the joint-sub- 
committee will be held in April as soon as 
Mr. McMorran assumes his appointment 
as Honorary Secretary of the Board of 
Architectural Education. 


ITALIAN ARCHITECTURE 


IN THE ABSENCE of the Italian Ambas- 
sador, the Italian Chargé d’ Affaires opened 
an exhibition of photographs of the 
architecture of his country in the R.I.B.A. 
headquarters on Friday last. The exhibi- 
tion takes the form of whole panels of 
photographs enlarged up on sensitised 
paper—a method which loses in sharpness 
what it gains in convenience of display. 
Many of the buildings are reproduced to a 
scale smaller than is needed to do them 
justice—a particular case in point being 
the Rome railway station which, enlarged, 
would be magnificent. The architecture 
divides itself into that of the Fascist era 
and the post-war period, but through most 
of it can be felt a sense of form and 
appropriateness, with which we shall deal 
more fully next week. 

This exhibition of Italian contemporary 
architecture is being sponsored by the 
Italian Institute and the Royal Institute 
of British Architects. It is the first 
exhibition of Italian modern architecture 
to be shown in London and has been 
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prepared by the CIAM group of archi- 
tects in Milan. It will be on view Mon- 
days to Fridays, 10 to 7; Saturdays, 
10 to 5 until April 30, (Closed April 
41 to:15;) 


The exhibition shows by means of 
photographs, sketches, and ‘plans the 
development of the modern architectural 
movement in Italy beginning with the 
work of Sant Elia, and continuing with 
the important achievements of Terragni, 
Lingeri and Pagano after 1925. Examples 
of more recent work are shown in buildings 
designed by BBPR, Gardella, Albini, 
Bottoni, Mucchi and younger architects 
such as De Carlo, Zanuso, Menghi, etc. 


The arrangement of the exhibition 
follows as far as possible the chronological 
development of the modern movement, 
and contains illustrations of some of the 
more interesting post-war housing schemes 
such as the Fanfani Plan, Ina-Casa, and 
the experimental quarter of the Triennale 


“ Qt ges 


After the exhibition closes in London it 
is to visit various centres in the United 
Kingdom before touring overseas. 


CHELSEA’S RIVER WALL 


‘THE CHELSEA SOCIETY await the decision 
of the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government on the alternative scheme 
which they submitted for his consideration 
for the rebuilding of the river wall between 
Battersea Bridge and the Cremorne Arms. 
The Society’s proposals, which are based 
on a scheme prepared by Mr. James Ellis, 
a local architect, have been put forward 
in opposition to those made by the Chelsea 
Borough Council. The council want to 
rebuild tke river wall across the bay and 
boat beach, 171 ft. riverwards from the 
existing line between Battersea Bridge and 
Old Ferry Wharf. The Society maintain 
that the wall should be rebuilt in its 
present position or a few feet riverwards, 
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and offer several reasons for preferring 
this plan, which is shown below. 

The council’s scheme, they say, would 
sweep away the existing picturesque 
scene, the marine character of the little 
harbour and the riverfolk who live in the 
20 or more house-boats moored in the 
bay. 

Further, the Society points out that 
many people are anxious to see more use 
made of the existing bay and boat beach, 
a wish that could not be fulfilled unless 
the present wall-line was retained. 

The Society’s plan will also un- 
doubtedly appeal to all those who think 
as Whistler thought, that the existing 
setting affords the best view to be had of 
the Thames. 


ECONOMY IN HOUSING 


AN ADDREss on ‘‘ Economy in Housing ” 
will be given to the Shoreditch, Hackney 
and Highbury Housing Association, Ltd., 
on Monday next, March 31, by Mr. 
Geoffrey Hopkinson, B.Arch. (L’pool), 
A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. (chief assistant 
architect, Bracknell New ‘Town) and 
joint winner of the Low-Cost-Housing 
Competition, organised by The Builder. 
The address, to be preceded by the 
Association’s annual general meeting, will 
be at 5 p.m. in the Henry Jarvis Hall, the 
R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1. 


HOUSING CONFERENCE 


“‘ HousInc—AT THE RIGHT RENTs ”’ is 
the title of a three-day conference which 
Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, will open 
at County Hall, London, on May 26. 
The conference is being arranged by the 
Housing Centre Trust and is open to all. 
Its purpose is to encourage free discussion 
on some of the immediate problems of 
housing policy. 

Talks will be given by several guest 
speakers. Mr. J. H. Forshaw, F.R.I.B.A,, 
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THE CHELSEA SOCIETY'S 
PROPOSAL FOR THE REALIGNMENT OF THE RIVER WALL 
BETWEEN BATTERSEA BRIOGE AND CREMORNE ROAD 
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f : e ty’s proposals for the realignment of the river wall between Battersea Bridge and 
Cremorne-road are illustrated in these plans, which have been prepared by Mr. James Ellis, A.R.I.B.A. 


(See note above.) 
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M.T.P.I., chief architect to the Housing 
Ministry, will discuss the architecture of 
housing estates. Mr. Ian Murray Leslie, 
J.P., Hon.A.R.I.B.A., will pose the 
question, ‘Are Post-War Housing 
Standards Too High ? ” 

Rents and state assistance in relation 
to the family income will be dealt with by 
Dr. Marian Bowley, B.Sc.(Econ.), and 
Mr. Henry Wells, F.R.I.C.S., will speak 
on ‘The Role of Private Enterprise and 
Other Housing Agencies.” 


PRO-CATHEDRAL, ¥UBA 


Mr. ARTHUR LLEWELLYN’ SMITH, 
M.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., and Mr. ALtwyn 
Waters, G.M., M.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., will 
leave by air on April 1, for Juba, Equatoria 
Province of the Sudan, where they have 
been commissioned by the Diocese of 
the Sudan to design a pro-Cathedral to 
seat upwards of 500 persons. The Bishop 


in the Sudan is the Rt. Rev. A. M. 
Gelsthorpe, D.S.O., -D.D. Building 
arrangements are in the hands of a 


building committee under the chairman- 
ship of the Assistant Bishop, the Rt. Rev 
Oliver C. Allison. 


THE A.B.S. 

A prRaAw for prizes, organised by the 
Essex, Cambridge and Herts Society of 
Architects, has raised £103 7s. for the 
funds of the Architects’ Benevolent Society. 


BUILDING FOR LIMITED LIFE 


THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB are to hold a 
supper at the Chez Auguste restaurant, 
47, Frith-street, Soho, at 7 p.m. for 7.30 
on Wednesday, April 2, at which Mr. 
R. Furneaux Jordan, F.R.I.B.A., and 
Professor A. FE. Richardson, R.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., will debate the proposition 
‘that no building should now be designed 
to last more than a lifetime.” 


DURHAM CLOSED SHOP 


‘THE EMERGENCY COMMITTEE of Durham 
County Council, on March 24, considered 
a letter from the joint committee of six 
professional organisations which asked the 
council to withdraw its closed shop policy 
by April 30. After the meeting Mr. J. K. 
Hope, clerk to the council, stated that it 
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had been decided to accept a suggestion 
by the joint committee that it should 
send a deputation to Durham to discuss 
the points at issue. 


COMING EVENTS 
SATURDAY, MARCH 29 
ARCHITECTURAL 'TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE (LONDON 
AREA).—Conference at which Professor A. E. Richard- 
son, R.A., F.R.1.B.A., will be chairman. 66, Portland- 
place, W.1. 10.30 a.m. 


MONDAY, MARCH 31 


SHOREDITCH, HACKNEY AND HIGHBURY HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION, LTp.—A.G.M. and address by Mr. 
Geoffrey Hopkinson, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.L, on 


““Economy in Housing.’ 66, Portland-place, W.1. 


5 p.m. 
TUESDAY, APRIL 1 

BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION. —Annual dinner. 
Grosvenor House, Park-lane,W.1. 7 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—Brains trust 
on the theme “‘ The Training and Work of the Sanitary 
Engineer.”” Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF COST OF WorKS ACCOUNTANTS.—Public 
meeting to consider “The Accountancy of Changing 
Price Levels.” Beaver Hall, Great Trinity-lane, E.C.4. 


5.15 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2 


ARCHITECTURE CLUB.—Supper and debate between 
Mr. R. Furneaux Jordan, F.R.I.B.A., and Professor 
A. E. Richardson, R.A., F.R.1.B.A., on proposition 
“That no building should now be designed to last more 
than a lifetime.’”’ Chez Auguste Restaurant, Frith- 
street, Soho. 7.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTILATING 
ENGINEERS.—Discussion on education and recruitment 
for the heating and ventilating industry introduced by 
Mr. M. S. Billington, M.Sc. _ Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, Storey’s Gate, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 3 

TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE.—‘ The Conservation 
of Natural Resources,” by Professor S. W. Wooldridge, 
D.Sc. Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

A.A.—Annual reception. 34, Bedford-square, W.C.1 
8.30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 4 

SCIENTIFIC FILM ASSOCIATION.—Opening of con- 
ference on “ Films Can Help Industry.”’ Adelphi 
Hotel, St. Leonards-on-Sea. 7 p.m. Continuing 
until April 6. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, March 27, 1852 


THE GREAT EXHIBITION BUILDING.— 
Messrs. Fox and Henderson, the con- 
tractors, have opened it free of charge, 
and many thousands have visited the 
interior. Besides this, a committee of 
gentlemen is being formed, having for its 
object to test public opinion upon the 
question of retaining or removing the 
building ; and should the former alterna- 
tive be ultimately decided upon, then the 
purposes to which it should be applied, 
and the means of rendering it self- 
supporting. 
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AcANTHUS— 





“Now, boys, all together—CAMBRIDGE!”’ 





PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


MEssrs. JAMES AND BYWATERS, 5, Bloomsbury-street, 
W.C.1, have taken into partnership Mr. B. J. SAUNDERs, 
A.R.I.B.A. and Mr. D. Le M. Brock, B.Arch., 
A.R.I.B.A., Dip.C.D.(L’pool.). The name of the firm 
remains unchanged. 


MEssrs. SYMINGTON, PRINCE AND PIKE, F/F-.R.1.B.A., 
have removed to “‘ De Montfort House,” De Montfort- 
square, Leicester. Tel. : Granby 596 and 7. 

Mr. Paut H. TREADGOLD, A.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dipl., 
has changed a wee of his office and residence from 

‘ Breakheart ” ‘Lavender Wall,” the new address 
being, “ Le Wall,” Warren- road, Uxbridge, 
Middlesex. ‘Tel.: Uxbridge 5867. 


Mr. Victor J. SYBORN, of the firm of George Baines 
and Son, announces that he has taken into partnership 
Mr. H. LEONARD KEEBLE, L.R.I.B.A., A.R.I.C.S., 
who has recently rejoined the practice. ‘The combined 
practice will continue to be carried on at the same 
address under the style of George Baines and Syborn. 


Messrs. HARRISON AND COX, architects, announce that 
they have moved from 85, Cornwall-street and 109, 
Colmore-row, Birmingham, to new offices at 49, 
Frederick-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 15. Tel. 
Edgbaston 2174-5. 

Mr. Guy Biscogr, F.R.I.C.S., sole principal of 
Messrs. BISCOE AND STANTON, chartered surveyors 
and architects, of 11, Duke-street, W.1, announces 
that the firm have moved to new offices at 5/6, Staple 
Inn, Holborn, W.C.2. (Tel. : Chancery 5848/9.) Mr. 
Biscoe has taken into partnership Mr. F. J. HIPPOLITE, 

R.L€.S., A.A.I., chief assistant in the London 
office. The name of the firm remains unchanged. ‘The 
practice at Harrow-on-the-Hill will not be affected 
Mr. Biscoe continuing as sole principal. 
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Anti-Tubercular Clinic, Alessandria (1937-8). Designed by Ignazio 


Gardella. 








Model of Gallinari Hospital, Reggio Emilia (1946). Architect 
Enea Manfredini. 


FROM THE EXHIBITION OF ITALIAN ARCHITECTURE AT THE RIBA 
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Research Applied 
to Current Building 


2—Reinforced Concrete 


By DEX HARRISON, Dipl.Arch., 
ARIBA, AMTPI 


[% reinforced concrete work the shortage 
is in tension materials. 

There is no relative shortage of material 
of high compressive strengths. It must 
, therefore always be considered wasteful 
to use materials of high tensile value in 
compression. Design should aim at re- 
ducing the amount of steel in compression. 
Concrete, a wholly indigenous material, 
in not unplentiful supply, with its high 
compressive strength must be our first 
line of attack on this problem. Where in 
the case of the L.C.C.’s and other bye- 
laws the steel must be encased, most 
designers have in the past ignored the 
. multiplying factors that are allowed to be 
taken into account by reason of the 
additional stiffness. These factors can, 
in themselves, result in savings of the 
order of 10 per cent. to 20 per cent. in 
the weight of steel used. Carrying this 
reasoning a stage further, steel frames of 
| a hybrid type were developed in Germany 
before the war under the name of the 
“Frank” system of construction, wherein a 
| light frame capable of carrying its own 
weight to simplify erection, but incapable of 
developing the full strength needed in the 
finished building, was then encased, 


unskilled labour. 


Fig. 4. Rod assemblies in a Johannesburg building, erected by largely 
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STRENGTH AND DEFLECTION, 
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relying on the added stiffness of the con- 
crete to develop its ultimate strength. 
The French engineer, Mopin, developed 
this idea further in the well-known flats 
at Drancy, and it is certainly a technique 
to repay study at the present time, for 
it has certain inherent advantages over 
reinforced concrete. 

In this country the method was known 
as “‘ reinforced steelwork,” and the engin- 
eer, C. V. Blumfield, among others, used 
it in the construction of several multi- 
storey buildings in the London area, 
which showed a saving of 40 per cent. in 
steel over ordinary structural frames. 

Reinforced concrete 
itself need not ape the 
post-and-beam _ tech- 
nique of steel frame. 
It is a plastic medium, 
and can be used with 
greater effect and econ- 
omy by the introduc- 
tion of diaphragm 
design as in box-frame 
structure and_ shell 
roofs. When steel was 
plentiful it was some- 
times used as reinforce- 
ment in compression 
as well as in tension, 
with a resultant re- 
duction in cost due to 
lower concrete content 
and less self-weight, 
but for a time at least 
this practice will need 
to be discontinued 
since it involves the use 
of more steel. 


ALLOWABLE 
STRESSES 


Reinforced concrete 
is still not a material of 
really long standing, 
nor can it be said that 
our building industry 
is yet fully organised 
to make the best use 
of the material. As 
a result, past concrete 
codes had to cater for 
somewhat lax meth- 
ods of usage, and 


% 
‘ 





it is not many years ago that the accepted 
working stress was 600 lb. per sq. in. 
Many people are still working to the 
lower pre-war figures, and it is high time 
the industry got itself so organised that 
it can, as a matter of course, take ad- 
vantage of the higher stresses now allowed. 


ALLOWABLE CONCRETE STRESSES 


B.S. CopE OF PRACTICE C P 114 — 100 aNpD 114 — 105 
(1950): PRoposED NEw L.C.C. ByYE-LAws 


Mix Special Grade Ordinary Grade 

(lb. per sq. in.) . per sq. in.) 
TINO. ox 1,500 975 
ict ee 1,250 850 
ey aa 1,000 750 


These higher figures are allowed, in 
effect, for more exact supervision, design- 
ing and testing of the work, the main 
requirements in the ordinary grade being 
regular testing of samples and the con- 
tinual presence on the job of a responsible 
foreman and clerk of works, both experi- 
enced in reinforced concrete work. These 
are requirements which could be covered 
in a large range of normal building work, 
provided that the designer knows, when he 
is doing the design, that he is in a position 
to ensure the appointment of suitable 
supervisors and to impose the necessary 
conditions in the contract. 

Comparative values of steel content are 
shown in Fig. 3. 

The highest range of allowable stresses, 
up to 1,500 lb. per sq. in., are for use 
where a qualified engineer is employed. 
Under conditions of factory control and 
expert supervision very much _ higher 
strengths than these can be obtained, and 
working stresses of as much as_ 5,000 lb. 
per sq. in. are reached, stresses which have 
a particular bearing on prestressed tech- 
niques. The mere setting down in 
print of the figures 600 to 5,000 Ib. per 
sq. in. indicates the tremendous scope for 
improvement in technique between the 
worst practice and the best. It would 
almost appear that our problems could be 
solved through this means alone if we 
set our minds to it. We should never 
forget that other countries, like Argentina, 
which have no steel of their, own at all, 
use reinforced concrete exclusively and 
never dream of using steel frames. 

South Africa has also organised her 
building industry so that the most com- 
plex concrete buildings can be executed 
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by her own Africans. The photograph of 
rod assemblies in a Johannesburg building 
shows what has been done with little more 
than unskilled labour, and this at a time 
when our own country is still fraught with 
ignorance and suspicion of reinforced 
concrete technique. (Fig. 4.) 


PRESTRESSING 


Beyond the permitted stresses illus- 
trated above, further significant advances 
at present are impracticable due to the 
limit of stress in the concrete having 
been reached, and these figures can be 
accommodated with the use of mild steel 
of a safe stress of 13.5 tons per sq. in. 
But steels up to a safe stress of 30 to 60 
tons per sq. in. are available, and the next 
stage in the economical use of steel is in the 
use of high tensile reinforcement which 
makes possible the development cf pre- 
stressing techniques. A method of going 
half-way towards prestressing was advo- 
cated at the Building Research Congress, 
1951, in which cold-worked, high-bond 
reinforcement is used. The steel rod 
has a close series of bond flanges worked 
into the circumference which greatly 
reduces the crack width in the concrete, 
and a proportional saving in weight of 
steel can also be achieved. High tensile 
steels are two and a half times as expen- 
sive as mild steels in as much as more work 
goes into their production. In prestressing 
they are used in the form of thin wires 
which have to be drawn down in stages 
from the billet. As an example of the sort 
of saving made possible by this latest 
advance, we can quote a bridge in Belgium 
which gave a saving by weight in steel of 
47 per cent. and a saving in cost of 6 per 
cent. We quote figures given by F. J. 
Samuely for comparative costs of smaller- 
span floor beams at a super loading of 
100 Ib. 

20-ft. span 40-ft. span 

(per ft. run) (per ft. run) 

. 19/- to 24/6 32/- to 41/6 
Prestressed concrete . 19/- to 25/—  35/- to 44/- 
Steel is “e .. 49/3 to 53/9 63/- to 71/- 


Reinforced concrete 


At the present stage of development it 
would appear that prestressed work is 
costing about the same as_ reinforced 
concrete work, but only where it is suit- 
ably used. These can be nothing more 
than tentative results, and obviously it 
must be some time yet before we are in a 
position really to evaluate this new tech- 
nique and place it in its correct economic 
perspective. 
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Fig. 6. A prestressed concrete works, Slough. 


PRESTRESSING THEORY 


With prestressed concrete, the useless 
concrete in the tensile side is eliminated 
by the application of an initial tensile 
stress in the steel which puts the lower side 
of the concrete content of the beam into 
compression, and therefore eliminates the 
initial cracking in tension. This is shown 
diagrammatically in Fig. 5. 

There is a saving of dead weight which 
may be as much as 20 per cent. and which, 
in its turn, results in a saving of the steel 
necessary to support the weight. The 
techniques of prestressing are only now 
being developed to any practicable extent, 
and there is still much to be learnt. It 
is not a subject for the tyro and needs the 
expert supervision of a skilled engineer. 


It can be applied in two basic ways 
either by pre-tensioning or post-tensioning. 
In the former case the steel is stressed 
before the concrete has set and, in the 
latter case, the stress is applied in the com- 
pleted member. Prestressing is the method 
usually adopted for precast work and is 
most adapted to factory production. 
Post-tensioning is a method which has 
certain advantages in applying prestress- 
ing on the actual job. Prestressing, as 
applied to the making of precast units 
at the factory, requires the setting up of 
aconsiderable plant. We illustrate in Fig. 6 
a plant for the mass production of stan- 
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CONCRETE IN RESIDUAL COMPRESSION 
TO COUNTERACT LOAD. 


PRESTRESSED BEAM. 


Fig. 5. Comparison between a normal reinforced concrete beam and a prestressed 
beam under lead. 


dardised precast units, which would seem 
to be the first logical method of use. 
Standardisation is a prerequisite for the 
really efficient use of this new technique 
but, given standardisation, the scope is 
literally enormous. Obvious examples 
where it could be used more extensively 
in the immediate future would be in 
lintols, in precast roof and floor beams and 
concrete piles. No less than 26 factories 
in this country are now producing such 
elements in considerable quantity, and 
it is expected that production will be in- 
creased by 58 per cent. by the end of the 
year. An excellent book on the subject 
has just been published by the Cement and 
Concrete Association, which gives a very 
good survey of the possible scope and use 
and this should be read widely by 
architects and builders, even though the 
technical aspects are matters for the skilled 
engineer. Literature is also building up 
which may result in a code of general 
acceptance in the use of piestressing in 
the near future. 


SELF-EXPANDING CEMENTS 


A completely new field could be opened 
up by the application of prestressing 
through the medium of self-expanding 
cements which, in the process of their 
expansion, impart initial tensional stresses 
to the embedded steel, thus putting the 
concrete into compression, a method 
pioneered by Henry Lossier, of France, 
over the past 15 years. The merits of 
such a process are very obvious, especially 
when applied to im situ works, as it could 
place the technique of prestressing within 
the competence of even the smaller builder 
by eliminating the need for elaborate 
plant. Indeed, it merits the closest 
attention to its development as it must be 
emphasised that the process at present 
is only in the experimental stage. One 
suspects that the production in bulk of the 
appropriate types of cement will be the 
stumbling block for some years. More- 
over, with our present state of knowledge 
of the materials, this method is not put 
forward as an alternative to the existing 
method for highly stressed slabs, but there 
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might well be applications of partial 
stressing. We should certainly like to 
see more research into this matter. 


SHELL CONCRETE 


Shell concrete is a refinement of rein- 
forced concrete construction, using very 
thin arched diaphragms of the order of 
2-in. thickness, and causing them to act 
’ in effect as beams. Its merit in our con- 
text is that, in appropriate circumstances, 
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very large spans and floor areas can be 
covered, with the use of remarkably 
little material, and that considerable saving 
both in concrete and steel over most other 
forms of roofing can be achieved. It is 
by. now, too, a well-documented technique, 
although the design, being complex, is 
confined to a limited number of engineers 
who have specialised in the work. 


(To be continued. The first article on 
steel economy appeared last week.) 





The Royal Institute of British Architects 


BANQUET AT GROSVENOR HOUSE 


bce first dinner to be given by the 

Royal Institute of British Architects 
since 1947 was held at Grosvenor House, 
London, on March 20. The President, 
Mr. A. Graham Henderson, A.R.S.A., 
was in the chair. 

The toast of “ The R.I.B.A. and its 
Allied Societies,” was proposed by Mr. 
_ James Stuart, M.P., Secretary of State for 
’ Scotland, who said that architects had 
fF a great work to perform even in the 
austere days in which we were living, 
because, without talking politics—and this 
was above politics—it was the duty of any 
Government to-day to do all that it could 
to see that our population was rehoused 
‘in the best possible manner, allowing 
for the great difficulties which confronted 

us, both financial and material. 
| “T speak with great diffidence and 
subject to correction,” said Mr. Stuart, 
» ““seeing that the Minister of Works is 
sitting quite near to me, and he has all 
these difficulties of which you know in 
regard to supplies of steel, bricks, cement 
and so on. On the other hand, I say in 
all sincerity that anything which you in 
your profession can do to reduce the 
amount of scarce materials such as steel 
used in the building of modern houses the 
better. That is what we want to see, 
and what we shall try to encourage in 
space saving, while at the same time 
| maintaining those standards below which 
we must not fall.” 


THE PRESIDENT’S RESPONSE 


THE PRESIDENT, who responded, said 
that when the President of the Royal 
Institute stood up to speak, people 
expected that he would say something 
about architecture. ‘If I have learnt 
anything at all recently, I have realised 
in the last two years that the most 
dangerous topic for the President of the 
R.I.B.A. to talk about is architecture,” 
he declared. ‘‘ I decline to be drawn on 
that subject. We shall never all agree 
about the art of architecture, so that it is 
| not much use starting a row—or is it? 
I will put it in this way, that if we did all 
agree about it architecture would cease to 
be an art.” 

Recalling that when he left school his 
own idea had been to turn to art but, 
, realising that in a Presbyterian household 
art was not regarded as being strictly 
respectable, Mr. Graham Henderson said 
j he had decided to choose architecture, 

“as being the back door, so to speak. 
I therefore put the question to my father 
* What do architects do ?’ and I remember 


very well his answer ‘They mostly 
starve.’ Of course, if you look at us now 
that may not seem to be true! The 
difference that he would have noticed 
to-day is that we all starve together. 

“On that twin text of question and 
answer, I propose to hang a few remarks 
which I wish to make this evening. Take 
first the question: ‘What does an 
architect do?’ I wonder how many of 
the public today really do know what an 
architect does? I think that it is a very 
small proportion. I have no time tonight 
to tell them the answer, but what I should 
like to emphasise is this, that in my 
experience I have seen an enormous 
uplift in the status of the architect. He is 
almost popular nowadays in certain circles. 
I think that the position of the architect 
today is largely due to the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, which has fostered 
the education of the architect and built 
up the profession into an honoured 
position, but that honour can only be 
assured by establishing the position that 
the men who practise our profession are 
competent to do so. It is only thus that 
we can get anywhere in the public esteem, 
and only because of that that we have the 
right to stand anywhere in the public 
esteem. 

“The next point that I want to make is 
this, and it is a very important one. In 
my experience I have known a time when 
perhaps 5 per cent. of the profession were 
engaged in doing public work, either as 
officials or otherwise. That proportion 
has now risen to well over 50 per cent. 
It is obvious, therefore, that in the future 
more and more architects will have to 
look to the State for their employment. 
The State has spent an enormous sum 
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Sir Gerald Kelly, P.R.A., chatting to Miss 
Florence Horsbrugh, Minister of Education. 
On the right is Sir Banister Fletcher. 
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Lord Macmillan speaking at the R.I.B.A. 


Banquet. On his right is Lady Mac- 

millan, and on his left the Rt. Hon. 

James Stuart, Secretary of State for 
Scotland. 


of money on educating architects, and if it 
sharpens the tool it must find some use for 
it, or it will have wasted its money. It 
is from that point of view that I appeal 
for careful consideration to be given to the 
architect as a planning expert, and for the 
appreciation of his work. 


APPEAL FOR A.B.S. 


“Then there is the answer to my 
question, ‘They mostly starve. I am 
going to digress for a moment to strike 
a serious note and take on the function, 
which I also have, of being President of 
the Architects’ Benevolent Society, and 
to appeal to all architects to support the 
Architects’ Benevolent Fund by a very 
modest donation, but an annual one. 

“There is only one other reference 
which I would make to the question of us 
starving. It is not an immediate question, 
as far as I can see, but it is a question of the 
immediate future. In my experience we 
have had great bursts of energy, good 
times, and then a slump. That has 
occurred repeatedly. In the old days of 
private enterprise, if private clients fell 
off we had to make the best of it, but now 
the State has brought us, by circumstances, 
to the condition where we can only look 
to the State for employment. The archi- 
tect is the first to suffer when there is a 
slump, and I think that the State should 
have careful regard to that fact.” 

Mr. Graham Henderson said he could 
assure the Government that the R.I.B.A. 
would do their utmost to co-operate in 
any proposals which might assist the 
employment of architects. ‘‘ We cannot 
ourselves find employment for architects ; 
that is self-evident,’ he added. 


ARCHITECTURE “A FINE ART” 


Mr. H. S. GoopuHart-RENDEL, P-P. 
R.I.B.A., who proposed the toast of “‘ The 
Guests,” said that it was particularly 
necessary to-day to reiterate the position 
of architecture as a fine art. ‘‘ At the 
present time, architecture finds herself 
expected to behave less as a mistress in 
any sense than as a general servant, with 
a number of useful tasks to perform under 
employers who expect her only to be 
clean, willing and moderately sober,” 
the speaker declared. ‘‘ Her power to 
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perform those tasks not only efficiently 


but beautifully is unimagined by many 
for whom she works, and I am afraid that 
it is sometimes forgotten by herself. 

“Now, utensils made of enduring 
material are almost sure to survive their 
usefulness. . . . Probably many of the 
buildings which we put up to-day will 
continue obstinately to exist at a time when 
it will be as hard to find a satisfactory 
use for them as it is now for the many 
treasured buildings whose first destination 
has passed. 

“We can all have our own opinion on 
how much the spirit of our great-grand- 
sons will be enriched by the historic 
buildings that the more enduring of our 
present constructions will then have 
become. Everything will have passed 
from them then except their architecture. 

If their architecture is good and 
true, men will love them and be the better 
for loving them; they will try to find 
some use for them, and resist destroying 
them just as we try to resist destroying 
old manor houses. Can we hope that that 
will be so? Let us hope that it may be 
$0, so that we may do something to repay 
to future generations what we owe to the 
last.” 

Mr. Goodhart-Rendel added that in 
the long run, the exercise and appreciation 
of the fine arts was even more necessary 
to human improvement than were the 
proper care of the body, with which we 
seemed chiefly to be occupied at the 
moment. 5 


THE ARCHITECT'S 
RESPONSIBILITY 


Lorp MAcMILLAN, who responded, 
said that the art of architecture had one 
quality which raised it above all others, 
and that was its permanence. That 
placed a much greater responsibility on 
the architect than upon the practitioner 
of almost any other art, because his works 
did follow him. 

“We are still able to admire the 
Acropolis of Athens and the great works 
of architecture of the past, not only in 
Italy but all over the world—beautiful 
palaces in France, the great Taj Mahal in 
India, and other great works which through 
the ages testify to the skill of the great 
architects of the past and form an inspira- 
tion to the architects of the present day. 
In that quality of permanence I think 
that you, Mr. President, and the artists 
you represent, enjoy a very special 
privilege.” 

Lord Macmillan said he disliked the 
word “functional” but he found that 
almost every work of architecture now- 
adays was described as a _ remarkable 
piece of functional work. ‘If we use 
functional’ in its proper technical sense, 
as meaning that buildings should be 
designed for their purpose, then functional 
architecture is a great and worthy thing. 
It is a marvellous privilege to be able to 
combine in your work the pursuit of two 
things, beauty and use. So many things 
of beauty are not useful and so many useful 
things are not beautiful, but every great 
work of architecture is both beautiful and 
useful, and therefore in your task of 
Providing for our needs in housing our 


THE BUILDER 


475 














th) 








Mole ose MYO VS 
Director General 
of Works. Min. of Works 


Zarton — (952 












R™ Hon LORD MacMILLAN Rt Hon. DAVID ECCLES RT Hon JAMES STUART eo H.S.GOODHART-RENDEL 
GCV.O 40 Hon PRABA Minister — Secl¥g Stole, = Mus.8. MA 
FA We * WoRKS scotland 
=> 
io 4, The PRESIDENT 
A.GRAHAM 


HENDERSON, 


Site Gerald Kelly RA, 
Presdf Royaf Academy 


Ministe 
bh 
























ARSA 
——~ 


4 















~ = 
The RT Hon. $ 
FLORENCE 
HORSBRUGH 
c8.£.. MP 





President 













SOME MEMBERS AND GUESTS AT THE R.I.B.A. BANQUET AT 
GROSVENOR HOUSE. 


Specially drawn for ‘‘ The Builder’? by Sallon. 


people and our great institutions and at 
the same time making those buildings 
beautiful you are performing a great 
and very noble function.” 


Among those present were: His Grace the Duke of 
Wellington ; The Deputy High Commissioner for the 
Union of South Africa (Mr. C. H. Torrance) ; The Rt. 
Hon. Lord Macmillan and Lady Macmillan; Lord 
Bilsland ; The Rt. Hon. Florence Horsbrugh (Minister 
of Education) ; Mr. Dharma Vira (Commercial Adviser 
to the High Commissioner for India) ; Sir Gerald Kelly 
(president, The Royal Academy) ; The Rt. Hon. James 
Stuart (Secretary of State for Scotland). 


Mr. Pembroke Wicks (registrar, A.R.C.U.K.) ; 
Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews (chairman, A.R.C.U.K.) 

Mr. D. E. Woodbine-Parish (president, L.M.B.A.) ; 
Mr. J. A. Arnold-Forster (president, R.1I.C.S.); Mr. 
G. A. Collins (president, The Law Society) ; Sir John 
Hacking (president, Institution of Electrical Engineers) ; 
Mr. Hugh Molson (Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry 
of Works) ; Sir Luke Fawcett (president, N.F. B.T.O.) ; 
Mr. Martin S. Briggs (hon. secretary, R.I.B.A.) and Mrs. 
Briggs ; Sir Thomas Sheepshanks (secretary, Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government); The Rt. Hon. 
J. W. Bowen (chairman of the London County Council) ; 
The Rt. Hon. David Eccles (Minister of Works) ; 
Mr. R. E. Enthoven (vice-president, R.I.B.A.) and Mrs. 
Enthoven. 


Sir Banister Fletcher (past-president, R.1.B.A.); 


’ 
’ 





Sir Harold Emmerson, (secretary, Ministry of Works) ; 
Sir Lancelot Keay (past-president, R.I.B.A.) and Lady 
Keay; Sir Hector Hetherington (vice-chancellor, 
University of Glasgow); Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel 
(past-president, R.I.B.A.) ; Mr. A. C. Hartley (president 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers); Mr. A. C. 
Bossom, M.P.; Mr. J. Ian Robertson (president, 
N.F.B.T.E.) ; Mr. Anthony Chitty, (president, A.A.) ; 
Mr. Walter C. Andrews (president, Institution of 
Structural Engineers); Mr. H. G. Griffin (secretary, 
C.P.R.E.) ; Mr. S. F. S. Hearder (director, N.F.B.T.E.). 

Sir Thomas Bennett; Sir Charles and Lady Mole ; 
Lord Mottistone, The Very Rev. The Dean of West- 
minster ; Sir Harold Williams; Mr, and Mrs. C. H. 
Aslin; J. M. Austin-Smith; Eric L. Bird; Mr. and 
Mrs. C. F. Blythin; Mr. and Mrs. D. L. Bridgwater ; 
Miss Monica Bromley ; Vincent Bur: ; T. Nelson Cart- 
wright ; Mr. and Mrs. F. H. Chidgey; Mr. and Mrs. 
Sydney Clough; Mr. and Mrs. Gordon L. Coates ; 
Professor and Mrs. Hector O. Corfiato; H. G. Coulter; 
Mr. and Mrs. G. B. Cox; Kenneth M. B. Cross; 
L. A. Culliford; Mr. and Mrs. Clifford E. Culpin ; 
Mr. and Mrs. S. E. T. Cusdin. 


Eric H. Davie; Mr. and Mrs. Harold A. Dod; 
Mr. and Mrs. Basil G. Duckett; Mr. and Mrs. Peter B. 
j.L. Dunn; J. Murray Easton; W.R. 
Cc. T. Every; Mr. and Mrs. R. O. Foster ; 
H. B. S. Gibbs; Mr. and Mrs. Gontran Goulden ; 
D. Dex Harrison ; Everard Haynes; L. E. Henderson ; 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Duncan Hendry; Mr. and Mrs. A. E. 
Henson; Sydney Howard; T. Cecil Howitt; Mr. 
Lockhart W. Hutson; Mr. and Mrs. Gordon W. 
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Jackson; Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Kenyon; Mr. and 
Mrs. P. B. Kenyon; Mr. and Mrs. A Knapp- 
Fisher ; Oliver Law ; Miss Judith G. Ledeboer ; Ian M. 
Leslie; E. Wamsley Lewis; Hubert Lidbetter ; 
Howard V. Lobb. 

D. H. McMorran; Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Milburn ; 
Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey Deal; C. A. R. Norton; C. 
St. C. Oakes; Mr. and Mrs. F. J. M. Ormrod; Paul 
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Paget ; E. H. Palmer; Mrs. Mona Parish; Mr. and 
Mrs. F. L. Preston; Mrs. Doris A. Robertson ; Howard 
Robertson; Frank Scarlett; Thomas E. Scott; 
H. T. Seward; Richard H. Sheppard ; Mrs. Jean 
Sheppard; Miss B. Solly; C. D. Spragg; C. G. 
Stillman; John A. Strubbe; John M. Theobald; 
R. H. Uren; Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Venning; Mr. and 
Mrs. L. G. Vincent; F. R. S. Yorke. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


TERRACE OR DETACHED HOUSES? 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—During the past year there has 
been much written in an endeavour 
to encourage local authorities to build in 
terrace form, and now, with the new 
recommendation of the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government in ‘ Houses, 
1952,” there is an even more urgent need 
thoroughly to investigate the reasons why 
such types of design and construction are 
necessary. 

In tracing its development, it is at once 
realised that the terrace, as a unit of hous- 
ing accommodation, has always been 
produced when economy, either in build- 
ing or in the use of land, has become a 
necessity. ‘The well-known Regency ter- 
races of many of our seaside resorts were, 
no doubt, built in such form in order to 
produce the maximum number of housing 
units at the minimum cost on the best and 
most suitable sites, whilst the terraces 
built in the era of the Industrial Revolu- 
tion reflect the policy of building the 
maximum number of housing units in the 
smallest possible space at the minimum 
cost, in order to produce the maximum 
profit for the capital expended. 

It is therefore not untimely to reflect 
upon past history and to contemplate the 
reasons for terrace development to-day. 
There can be no doubt of the severe 
national economic conditions under which 
our housing programme is continuing, 
and in an endeavour to give it new life 
and impetus new plans and ideas are being 
considered by all interested in our national 
housing problem. 

The terrace unit, reformed in many 
ways, must therefore be considered not 
only in regard to economics but from the 
social and personal viewpoints. 

Economically one must 
account :— 

(a) The preservation of more land for 
agricultural or industrial purposes ; 

(6) The saving of capital expenditure 
in building ; and 

(c) The reduction in the heights of 
the various services, etc., required. 

These factors constitute major items 
of our national housing economy but, 
after a careful study of the latest suggestion 
for the planning of terrace units and from 
personal views expressed by those occupy- 
ing terraces, I seriously contend that 
many objects set before us by the planners 
in the aim for better living cannot be 
achieved by the development of terrace 
units, as at present suggested, where 
families are living so closely together. 

Too often, I fear, the human point of 
view is being overlooked, and the old 
adage that “‘ an Englishman’s home is his 
castle” is being disregarded entirely 
because of the present economic pressure 
to build to certain defined areas and other 
standards. Before the war it was quite 
commonplace in local authority develop- 


take into 


ment for tenants to accept the fact that 
“lodgers”? could be accepted into a 
household to help in the general finances, 
but to-day there is, and rightly so, the 
desire for families to be self-contained 
and personal. This is no doubt a natural 
development of our civilisation, which is 
being brought about through the realisa- 
tion of a certain independence and the 
policy of full employment. 


Yet, in spite of this development, it 
would appear that the independent family 
unit after its emancipation will now be 
herded together in terrace developments, 
for it is stressed by many that for purely 
economic reasons it is absolutely necessary 
that terrace development should be pro- 
ceeded with. 


Are there any other alternatives ? From 
a study of the latest report on “‘ Living in 
Flats” it is quite obvious that there are 
grave social dangers in flats, and that 
maisonettes are probably far more suitable. 
Is it not possible, therefore, for smaller 
self-contained living units to be erected 
in order to meet the economic need and 
at the same time allow the independent 
family unit to live with more freedom than 
in tightly designed terrace units, the 
majority of which appear to have no real 
clear access to the rear ? 


It is fully realised that the above sug- 
gestion means the reconsideration of the 
room areas, etc., of the Dudley and other 
Reports, but it is thought—after a further 
study of the whole housing problem in 
relation to the development of our post- 
war social structure and having regard to 
the present national conditions and the 
possible developments in the next five 
to ten years—that major revision of the 
recommendations will be necessary with 
amendments to the present regulations 
under which all local authority develop- 
ment is governed. 


The proposal made above, if carried out, 
could have political reactions in regard 
to the reduction of so-called standards, 
but I am sure that “ housing units” 
which can become homes with some 
degree of privacy will be far more appre- 
ciated by those for whom we build and be 
in keeping with our present and future 
social development. 

STANLEY E. Braco, 
[A.R.I.B.A., A.I.Hsg.] 
16, London-road, 
Chelmsford. 


PUBLIC OPENING OF TENDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


Sk —The leading article in your issue 

of March 21 on the public opening 
of tenders will give great satisfaction to 
builders throughout the country, particu- 
larly if the admirable example of the 
Holborn Borough Council is followed by 
other local authorities and by architects 


acting for private clients. It is a source 
of special satisfaction to the L.M.B.A. to 
know that its campaign for the opening 
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of tenders in the presence of the tenderers 
has had this happy result in Holborn, and 
that it was one of our highly respected 
members who presided on the occasion 
of the revival of the practice. 

There is another related matter to 
which, in your own way, you might also 
direct attention on some _ appropriate 
occasion. I refer to the rather curt way 
in which, where tenders are not opened 
in public, the tenderers are so often 
notified of the non-acceptance of their 
tenders. Where a builder has incurred 
both trouble and expense to tender for a 
job, it is hardly courteous, to say the 
least of it, to send him some months later 
a mere “I have to inform you that your 
tender submitted on ... for the above 
has not been accepted. The tenders 
ranged from £x to £y and the lowest 
tender submitted by Messrs. A.B.C, 
was accepted.” I make no _ particular 
complaint of the delay; that is often 
unavoidable. But surely a word of thanks 
and appreciation for submitting the tenders 
would not be out of place. 

G. H. A. HuGues, 
Director, London Master 
Builders’ Association. 
47, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I suggest that it is remarkable 
how closely the sharp rise in building 
costs, illustrated in your chart “B” 
of February 22, coincides with a con- 
siderable increase in the number of 
“‘multiple-trade ” builders, those firms 
who, sometimes for generations, have been 
fully and profitably occupied in the man- 
agement of, at most, navvies, bricklayers 
and joiners, but who have begun to 
employ’ directly slaters, _ plasterers, 
plumbers, painters and, in odd cases, 
electricians and heating engineers ? 

This development started in many 
cases on cost-plus war damage contracts, 
and continued to increase during the 
‘“easy money ”’ period of the immediate 
post-war years, which is precisely the 
period of sharpest rise on the chart. 
That costs should have risen without a 
corresponding rise in profits is due, I 
suggest, to the fact that many of these 
sub-departments are inefficient, and what 
should be profit is frittered away in “ ease 
of the bone” for the operatives, thus 
spoiling them and making them almost 
afraid of taking a job in what they know 
to be the harder working company of the 
specialist sub-contractor. 

I am myself a plasterer in a small way 
of business and I freely admit bias against 
either builders or local authorities who 
directly employ plasterers, yet I say, 
from observation and from hearsay, that 
I do believe that plasterers employed by a 
plasterer work harder, and are generally 
more efficiently managed, than plasterers 
employed by a builder or a council. 

If this is true about plasterers, it is 
quite possibly true about the other “ sub- 
trades,’ in which case the multiple-trade 
builder must take a large part of the blame 
for both rising costs and low production. 


‘** LANCS.” 


(Correspondence continued on page 489.) 
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Front elevation. Below : Rear elevation. 
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for Spillers, Limited 
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Second-floor plan. 
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First-floor plan. 
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THIS building replaces the company’s 
central laboratory which was destroyed 
during the war. 


Siting —The angle of the building to the 
road was determined after consultation with the 
town planning authorities in order to form 
part of the proposed plan of the railway station 
approach. 


The Plan.—The building is on three floors 
with accommodation as follows :—Ground floor. 
Library on one side of entrance hall with 
bakeries and mill room on the other side. 
First floor. Chief chemist’s suite, small labora- 
tories. Second floor. Testing laboratories and 
one main laboratory with ancillary rooms. 
This large laboratory has maximum side light 
and top light with through ventilation. 

The building is provided with one lift, and 
main and secondary escape stairs, the lighting 
of the main stair being through a glass-brick 
wall for the full height. The escape stair is 
open externally. 


Construction.—The structure is steel framed 
with brick infilling and faced with orange and 
cream bricks. Floors are of hollow tiles with 
embedded heating coils. Surrounds to win- 
dows and doors are cream glazed terra cotta. 
The roof has cork insulation with asphalt 
covering and white spar chippings. 

Floor _finishings—Laboratories, hardwood 
block ; corridors and stairs, Ruboleum with Main entrance. 
terrazzo skirtings and strings; library, cork 
tiles ; lavatories and bakeries, quarry tiles. 

Wall finishings—Laboratories and corridors, 
hard plaster with glazed paint ; bakeries, white 
glazed tiles ; lavatories, cement glaze ; library 
and shelves, African mahogany. 

Lighting —General lighting in the labora- 
tories is by cold cathode, with special fittings 
in the library. ‘Tungsten lighting is used in 
the entrance hall. 

Heating.—_Low-temperature,embedded-ceiling 
panel-heating is used throughout, the heat 
being supplied from the effluent steam from 
the adjacent mill and passing through calori- 
fiers, thus dispensing with any boiler-house 
in this building. 

The main contractors were Messrs. Kidman 
and Sons, Ltd., of Cambridge, and the quantity 
surveyor was Mr. J. R. Hovenden, F.R.I.C.S. 
Messrs. Sloane.and Lloyd Barnes were the 
consultant engineers and Messrs. R. Travers 
Morgan and Partners the structural consultants. 
Following is a list of sub-contractors and 
suppliers :— 

Structural steel, Redpath Brown and Co., Ltd. ; 
panel heating, Richard Crittall and Co., Ltd. ; 
metal windows, The Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd. ; 
faience dressings, Shaws Glazed Brick Co., Ltd. ; 
glass-brick window and roof light, Luxfer, Ltd. ; 
cast stone, Emerson and Norris, Ltd. ; asphalt, 
Highways Construction Co., Ltd. ; lift, Marryat and 
Scott, Ltd. ; asbestos ducting, etc., Turners Asbestos 
Cement Co., Ltd. 

Rainwater heads, Nicholls and Clarke, Ltd. ; 
wood block floors, Hollis Bros. and Co., Ltd. ; 
Ruboleum floor covering, Inlaid Ruboleum Tile Co., 
Ltd. ; ironmongery and door furniture, James 
Gibbons, Ltd. ; balustrade, Haywards, Ltd. ; hollow 
tile flooring and roof, The Kleine Co., Ltd ; Entrance hall. 
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fanlight grille and balustrade, H. H. Martyn and Co., 
Ltd. ; cork tile flooring, Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd. ; gas 
water heaters, Ascot, Ltd. ; laboratory fittings, Dent and 
Hellyer, Ltd. 

Sanitary fittings, Doulton and Co., Ltd. ; gas cooker, 
Radiation Group Sales, Ltd. ; electrical installation, 
Alliance Electric Co. ; dark blinds and venetian blinds, 
Jos. Avery and Co., Ltd. ; pulley block, Herbert Morris, 
Ltd. ; sun blind, Hills, Ltd. ; extract fans, Sturtevant, 








Ltd. ; fibrous plaster, G. Cook and Sons, Ltd. ; gas cooker, 
Eastern Gas Board. 

Lightning conductor, Wm. Bacon, Ltd. ; electric fire 
surround, Bratt Colbran, Ltd. ; curtains, Maple and Co., 
Ltd. ; terrazzo skirtings, Diespeker and Co., Ltd. ; drain- 
ing racks, North of England School Furnishing Co. ; 
formica, Denny, Mott and Dickson, Ltd. ; chemical lead 
ducting, —T. R. Freeman and Son; plastic numerals, 
Walter Cassey, Ltd. ; turfing, Landscape, Ltd. ; stainless 
steel sink, Carron Co., Ltd. 


CENTRAL 
LABORATORY, 
CAMBRIDGE 


General laboratory, 
second floor. 
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Crosswall Construction 


A Method of Achieving More and Cheaper 
Housing Without Reducing Existing Public 
Health Standards of Rooms 


SAM BUNTON, LRIBA, ARIAS, ARCHITECT 


HE thesis that economies of structure as well as in 
plan can reduce housing costs to a point when economic 
rentals become feasible lies behind a system of construction 
and planning devised by Mr. Sam Bunton, .L.R.I.B.A., 
A.R.I.A.S. This ‘‘ Crosswall” system, now illustrated, is 
claimed to achieve very considerable savings in capital 
cost, and therefore rents, while yet providing the full 
standard of room areas required by the housing authority— 
in this case, the Department of Health for Scotland. 
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reasonable time, a completely fresh construction policy on 
a national scale is urgently required. The principal feature 
of a new nation-wide approach should be general adoption 
of the simple crosswall method of construction. By such 
means, the costly load-bearing party wall, which at the 
moment merely separates tenants, should be called on to 
support the floor and roof loads, thereby making the front 
and back walls into screens composed of sufficient material 
to render the homes waterproof and to have standards of 
heat insulation equivalent to an 11-in. brick cavity wall. 

There are various methods of carrying out this practice, 
principally by the use of precast processed concrete cavity 
blocks which, in turn, eliminate the necessity of rough- 
casting and relative site labour. In Scotland, just as brick 
replaced stone as the basic building material in 1921, we 
must now turn over to the scientific and economic use of 
concrete as the main element for the facing of our national 
dwellings. There are, of course, a variety of non-load- 
bearing alternative materials capable of being used as non- 
load-bearing screens which, in erection, do not impose 
heavy demands on skilled labour. 

To be really effective in overall economy we must 
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| SERVICES FOR 48 FLATS 
Cost per house of existing method (terraced 
cottage type) “a £154 16s. 
Cost per flat of Crosswall construction .. £41 5s. 
% Estimated saving per house £113 11s. 
My The Crosswall calculation is kased on: 
o Land per acre ha . ae -- £300 Os. 
Roads, services at £5 per ft a .. £1,680 Os. 
om Total for 48 houses .. . £1,980 0s. 
\ Cost per house ws es “a =e £41 5s 
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While the Department is prepared to agree to proposals 
that five-storey flats may be built with walk-up access— 
1e., without lifts—this ‘‘ Crosswall” system is equally 
applicable to English standards. The savings claimed are 
so remarkable as to invite the closest scrutiny by housing 
authorities in England. 

Mr. Bunton has supplied the following notes : 

If Britain’s housing arrears are to be overtaken within 
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Initial reductions (land and services) obtainable in 2-storey housing 
by using the Crosswall method. 


—> 


obviously narrow the frontages and increase the depths of 
our houses so that floor and roof members can span between 
party walls without resort to internal load-bearing supports. 
In effect, the resultant spaces are separated into apartments, 
using light non-load-bearing partitions from which there 
are several to choose ; in consequence, the whole system 
becomes completely simplified, easy to organise and leads 
to a higher output per man in each trade. 
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using the Crosswall method. 
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3- and 4- apartment 4-storey flats of Crosswall construction. 


The total floor areas are: 3-apartment flats, 725 sq.ft.; 4-apartment flats, 
P 5 Sq + 


8355q.ft. Reductions over ‘ull standard flats of Department of Health for Scotland (shown on facing page) are: 3-apartment, 50 sq. ft.; 
4-apartment, 75 sq. ft. 


SAVINGS IN LAND AND SERVICE CHARGES 


The present wasteful frontages of three and four- 
apartment houses can be compressed to 14 ft. 2 in. and 
17 ft., respectively, and yield satisfactory standards of 
planning and amenity. A saving of around 7 ft. per house 
represents a reduction of about £42 in land, road and service 
charges. In addition, the application of this principle to 
2-, 3-, 4- or 5-storey houses substantially increases the acreage 
density per site developed, and is a vital step towards 
reducing the demand on highly valuable agricultural 
land, a point especially important to a country which grows 
only half its own food. In the circumstances, it is obvious 
that what we might describe as crosswall load-bearing 
construction becomes an entirely fresh approach to the 
production of houses, and is an essential prerequisite of 
vast cost reductions in the national housing expenditure. 


MATERIAL RESOURCES 


The present economic conditions and the serious short- 
age of building materials force us to take stock of our 
national building resources to ascertain how, by more 
efficient use of man-power and materials, we can retain the 


present standards of apartment floor-space per room, and, 
while yet still increasing the number of houses per annum, 
reduce costs and lower the rents. 


It is completely wrong to argue that more houses can 
be secured only by increasing the volume of basic materials. 
On the contrary, methods of planning, design and phasing 
should be conceived to eke out or share the short materials 
so that, in conjunction with those in fuller supply, we make 
more effective use of our resources and thus increase the 
number of houses. In addition, it is imperative to build in 
accordance with seasonal conditions. In winter it is very 
often impossible to plaster or roughcast houses, since both 
methods are held up by frost or severe rainfall. The aim, 
therefore, should be to complete the internal work of 
houses in winter with dry plasterboard applied to nailable 
strips on precast concrete blocks, and, since plasterboard 
is in short supply, its use in spring and summer should be 
prohibited to. an absolute minimum. 


The structure of these houses would be proceeding during 
spring and summer, whereas from September to March, 
the crosswalls should change to brick which is plentiful in 
winter and scarce in summer. To save plasterboard, the 
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brick crosswalls would be plastered in the dry, warm period 
of the year, resulting in greater efficiency and higher output 
per man. 


ACCOMMODATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
FLOOR SPACE 


It is fairly simple to reduce costs by building houses with 
smaller rooms, but to do so would be breaking faith with 
the efforts made between the two wars to advance and 
improve housing standards. It is therefore desirable to 
ensure, by more economical planning, that there are sub- 
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stantial reductions in overall areas, but with the individual 
room sizes still maintained, and conforming to existing 
public health standards. The plans, as illustrated, indicate 
that this can be achieved at minimum sacrifice, in the form 
of an external bunker instead of an internal fuelstore, with a 
covered bin space, both located near the front entrance 
doors. Accordingly, terraces can be built in any required 
length, thus eliminating communal way-through access, 
and back service roads. Moreover, if it is considered 
desirable to introduce even more economical plans, three- 
and four-apartment low-rent cottages and flats are illus- 
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3- and 4-apartment flats to full standards of Department of Health or Scotland. 
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trated, based on existing living-room standards, with bed- 
room areas equivalent to those demonstrated in the Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland low-cost house designs. 
In these types, there are additional average reductions of 
around 50 sq. ft. as compared with the crosswall full- 
standard designs; a proportion of these could be incor- 
porated, thus further reducing the overall capital 
expenditure per site developed. 

The construction is particularly economical in flats, 
since the overall areas drop by approximately 110 sq. ft. 
for three- and four-apartment houses, again without 
lowering standard room sizes. 

By using 11-in. brickwork or concrete cavity blocks for 
the party walls, flats can be built three to five storeys 
high without structural steel in the party wall. At three 
storeys, the cavity is concrete filled to first floor; four 
storeys filled to second floor; five storeys filled to third 
floor, and for th: remainder—viz., the subsequent heights 
over those specified—the party wall is normal brick or 
concrete continuous cavity unfilled. 

The front and back non-load-bearing walls are 18 in. 
by g in. by 8? in. Wilson stone-faced cavity blocks, thus 
avoiding the heavy wastage and expense of normal thick 
load-bearing brickwork. ‘This is especially economical in 
steep, sloping sites. 

Floors are composed of timber joists at 18-in. centres, 
suitably deafened in accordance with B.R.S. requirements, 
and the steel content is 2.12 cwts. per house. 


REDUCTIONS AND COMPARISON OF AREAS 


The Scottish system of computing cottage areas is to 
add the two floors and subtract the stair area once. Accord- 
ingly, to ensure accurate comparisons, the standard 
D.O.H.S. areas of 770 and 930 sq. ft. for three- and four- 
apartment houses must be increased by 30 to 35 sq. ft. 
to represent the actual area within the four containing 
walls. 

THREE-APARTMENT COTTAGES 


D.O.H.S. STANDARD CROSSWALL 
Overall 770plus Full standard 


CONSTRUCTION REDUCTION 


Low-Rent includ- 


30 ft. stair— Overall including ing stair— 
stair— 
800 sq. ft. 715 sq. ft. 675 sq. ft. 85-125 sq. ft. 
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FOUR-APARTMENT COTTAGES 


D.O.H.S. STANDARD CROSSWALL CONSTRUCTION REDUCTION 
Overall—930 plus Full Standard Low-Rent includ- 
35 ft. stair— Overall including ing stair— 
stair— 
965 sq. ft. 889 sq. ft. 840 sq. ft. 76-125 sq. ft. 
THREE- TO FIVE-STOREY FLATS 
D.O.H.S. STANDARD CROSSWALL CONSTRUCTION 
3-Apartment 
Overail — 775 
4-Apartment— Full standard Full standard 
Overall — 910 671 795 104-115 sq. ft. 


CROSSWALL CONSTRUCTION 
3-APARTMENT Low-RENT HOUSE 


646 sq. ft. 129 sq. ft. 
4-APARTMENT Low-RENT HOUusE 
719 sq. ft. 151 sq. ft. 
SUMMARY 


To sum up, the advantages of the crosswall full-standard 
system are as undernoted : 
(1) Full existing public health requirements of floor 
space per room within greatly reduced overall areas. 


(2) Straightforward simplicity of construction. 

(3) Substantial increase of acreage density, with con- 
sequent lowering of cost per house for land, roads and 
services. 

(4) Reduction in materials and man-power per house. 

(5) Increased productivity of houses. 

(6) Reduced costs and lower rents. 


On the basis of a programme of 100,000 houses, and 
assuming they were all built to crosswall seasonal designs, 
the following savings emerge : 

Bricks sve we we 1,950,000,000 
Plasterboard re as 16,600,000 sq. yds. 


Timber ae xs 130,000 standards 
Steel aa - 12,500 tons 


The cost reductions, ascertained on the basis of priced 
schedules of quantities by chartered surveyor specialists 
in housing, show an average reduction per three- and 
four-apartment house of £140, to which falls to be added 
an average of £66 per house for savings in land and services, 
based on proportions of 66 per cent. cottages to 34 per 
cent. flats, so that the total savings on 100,000 houses would 
amount to £20,600,000. The saving would be substan- 
tially increased by underbuilding economies when related 
to the development of steep and difficult sites. 
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HOUSE AT BATH 


F. W. BERESFORD SMITH, ARIBA, 
AMTPI, AMI Struct.E, ARCHITECT 


HE present licensing restrictions call for skill and 
ingenuity on the part of the architect in the 
creation of good design within limited costs and with 
limited quantities of certain materials. ‘This house at 
Darlington-road, Bath, contains a number of features 
which have assisted in the provision of an economical 
and not unattractive house. ‘The roof has been swept 
down to the first-floor level leaving the upper storey 
within the roof space. Bedroom walls are vertical, 
the eaves being used for cupboards or storage. Tiles 
being cheaper than stone, high stone walls are avoided 
(except in gables) with resulting economies. The 
roof is covered with dun-coloured Marley concrete 


tiles. These were found to be less expensive than 
similar plain clay tiles. The walling is in “‘ Strenic ” 
reconstructed Bath stone, which afforded a saving of 
£99 compared with natural stone ashlar from the 
quarry. The ground floor is of oak strip but with 
quarry tiles in the kitchen and cloakroom. Softwood 
is used for first-floor joists and rafters, but spans are 
kept low by using steel joists to support the side walls 
of the bedrooms, to carry the first floor and to strut the 
rafters. The radiator in the hall is fed from the hot 
water boiler by a separate primary circuit. 


Accommodation comprises a lounge 20 ft. by 12 ft., 
a kitchen 12 ft. by 12 ft., a smaller room 12 ft. by 8 ft., 


and a good-size hall with cloakroom and w.c. Up- 
stairs are three bedrooms, two of which are 12 ft. by 
12 ft., and the other 10 ft. by 8 ft., a bathroom and a 
linen cupboard heated by an electric tube. 


The contractors were Messrs. Francis and Son, of 
Bath, the contract price being £1,980. 





30 Feet 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 476.) 
NASH’S BICENTENARY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The bicentenary of the birth of 
John Nash occurs this year—he was 
born in London in September, 1752. 
Nash is our most famous and perhaps our 
greatest town-planner, and the merit of 
his architecture, so long denied, is now 
almost universally recognised. 

May I ask whether it is intended to 
celebrate his bicentenary publicly? I 
trust that the R.I.B.A. will be able to stage 
a representative exhibition at Portland- 
place. It would arouse great interest. 

Rex REGENT. 


TENDERS AND BILLS OF 
QUANTITIES 


To the Editor of The Builder 


[R,—When one considers the length 
of time taken by the appropriate 
department of a local authority to prepare 
the specifications and bills of quantities 
for any specific proposed contract, is it 
too much for the building contractors 
to expect an appreciable period of time 
in which to prepare and submit a com- 
petitive tender ? 
In most cases 
sufficient, but in 


the time allowed is 
other instances it is 
really inadequate, and may amount to 
only two to four weeks for a contract 
between a quarter and half a million 
pounds when the tender preparation 
involves visiting the site, inquiries to 
merchants, sub-contractors and specialists, 
etc., and their subsequent (generally 
delayed) quotations in reply. This, in a 
large number of firms, is carried out by 
staff whilst still having to execute their 
normal duties. 

A point of equal interest is the number 
of female staff who must be employed 
typing copies of various sections of a 
bill of quantities to forward as inquiries 
to the merchants, sub-contractors and 
specialists (quite possibly to the same 
firms of the specialists), all in respect of the 
same contract. 

Would it not be possible for a main 
contractor to obtain a further three or 
four copies of a bill of quantities from the 
authority concerned, on payment of a fee 
(apart from the usual tender deposit 
required) in order that these could be 
used for the purpose indicated in the 
preceding paragraph, as a fairly reasonable 
number of duplicated copies can be 
obtained at a comparatively low additional 
cost? Of course this would necessitate 
using only one side of the paper in bills 
of quantities, but it would obviate much 
unnecessary work by a builder’s staff and 
would effect a small reduction in building 
costs on the administrative side. 

W. J. HITcHIN. 

21, Arthur-crescent, 

Carlton Hill, Notts. 

BUILDING ACCIDENT 
PREVENTION 
To the Editor of The Builder 

IR —I am pleased to note that, in your 
issue of February 15, Mr. J. A. 
Hayward has raised the subject of accident 
prevention in the building industry. Mr. 
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Hayward quite rightly draws attention to 
the industrial safety training courses 
organised by the Industrial Safety Divi- 
sion of the Royal Society for the Preven- 
tion of Accidents and mentions that the 
courses are of *‘ a general character.”’ The 
general nature of the courses is deliber- 
ately intended, an axiom of the Society 
being that the grounding in safety afforded 
by the courses is applicable to all industries. 
Any suggestion, therefore, that the existing 
courses are of little value to the building 
industry is, in our opinion, arguable. 

Nevertheless, the need for a shortened, 
specialised course for the “‘ experienced 
persons ” envisaged in Regulation 98 of 
the Building Regulations has not escaped 
the Society’s attention. Only last year 
the building trade employers’ organisa- 
tions were approached to seek their 
advice and co-operation in the organisation 
of safety training courses for the building 
industry. Our discussions were not carried 
to conclusion because it was considered 
by the representatives of the industry that 
the time had not arrived when reasonable 
support for training courses could be 
expected. 

The Society’s plans are advanced to the 
point where a tentative programme has 
been laid down, and we should welcome 
further indication of the industry’s willing- 
ness to consider the suggestion that we 
have put forward. 

BERNARD A. INSHAW, 
Director, Industrial Safety 
Division, The Royal Society 
for the Prevention of 
Accidents. 
131, Sloane-street, S.W.1. 


SALARIES OF CLERKS OF WORKS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. Gregory’s letter in your last 
issue commences by congratulating 
the Institute of Clerks of Works and ends 
with an apparent condemnation of its 
method of granting membership. The 
first premise is based on fact, the latter 
on a misapprehension, for he implies 
that the Institute admit as members 
persons who can prove that they have 
only the necessary book knowledge. 

Persons are allowed to sit for the 
I.C.W. examination only after the Exam- 
ination Board are satisfied that the candi- 
date has served as a skilled tradesman for 
a number of years and has had good 
supervisory experience; even then the 
passing of the examination does not itself 
entitle the successful candidate to member- 
ship, for he has again to satisfy the Board 
that he is employed as a clerk of works. 
Persons such as general foremen or works 
managers who are successful receive a 
Diploma and may become Honorary 
Certificated members. 

The National Federation in its criticism 
of the I.C.W. has overlooked one important 
though obvious fact. During the war 
years, and indeed, the post-war years, 
men with very little knowledge of building 
construction were appointed as clerks of 
works, many of them at low salaries. I 
have seen an advertisement in which a 
local authority invited applications from 
tradesmen employed by them to fill the 
posts of six clerks of works to supervise 
war damage repairs. There must have 
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been many such cases, and I suggest 
that it is persons like these who would be 
prepared to accept the lower salaries 
offered by councils in order that they may 
continue as clerks of works, even in name 
only. The National Federation may well 
remember that this is one of the reasons 
why we are promoting a Clerks of Works’ 
Registration Bill in which it is hoped 
among other things to “‘ establish a body 
to secure proper standards of professional 
qualifications for Clerks of Works.” 

Mr. Gregory mentions the efforts of 
his Federation on this question of salaries, 
so I should like to add that the I.C.W. 
a short while ago sent letters to every 
council, large and small, in England, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland on this 
all-important subject, and although the 
Articles of Association preclude the 
Institute from acting as a trade union, 
and it therefore cannot insist on a mini- 
mum salary, I can assure Mr. Gregory 
that its members, even those who have 
passed the examination, are worthy of 
their hire and that they would certainly 
want more than £10 10s. a week for their 
services. 

Being very well acquainted with the 
affairs of the I.C.W., I considered that 
Federation’s letter called for an immediate 
answer, but at the same time I feel that it 
would have been better had Mr. Gregory 
omitted the last paragraph, for it may well 
have harmed the cordial relationship that 
has existed between the two organisations 
at meetings in which we have striven for 
the same end. 

F. H. Peck [M.I.C.W.]. 

23, Anthony-road, 

Welling, Kent. 


PROPOSED REGISTRATION 
OF CLERKS OF WORKS ACT 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I venture to reply to Mr. Edwards’ 
letter in The Builder of March 14, 
which appears to contain suggestions that 


need clarification. In the first place, 
‘registered architects’? are by Act of 
Parliament duty bound to _ register. 
‘* Registered plumbers ” are not registered 
in the same way; if that were so, all 
plumbers would be registered and the 
title could only be used by those registered 
under an Act ratified by Parliamentary 
procedure. The question of competence 
versus excellence would entail a trial by 
jury. 

With regard to the office of a clerk of 
works being “ archaic,” this term can be 
used in two senses. Ancient, yes, but 
not by any standard obsolete. The 
Joint Committee for the proposed Regis- 
tration of Clerks of Works Act consists of 
representatives of all bodies connected 
with the calling and activities of clerks of 
works whose membership numbers several 
thousands. ‘The members of these bodies 
are assured that their calling should be 
given a status comparable with that of 
other bodies operating in building science ; 
to be confident that their services are 
valued in conjunction with supervising 
works, there is no doubt in their minds 
that if an Act is passed it must confer 
real benefit both professionally and mone- 
tarily. 

The Joint Committee has held 12 meet- 
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ings, all of which were attended by members 
of the various bodies who have elected 
them to formulate and set up a draft Bill to 
promote their interest, which without a 
shadow of doubt is desirable and impera- 
tive. 
G. W. Harris, 
Chairman of the Joint Committee 
for the Proposed Registration of 
Clerks of Works Act. 
43, Leopold-road, 
Harlesden, N.W.10. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I make some reply to the 
letter by Mr. R. V. Edwards, in 
your issue of March 14 upon this subject. 
He complains about registered architects 
and plumbers and sneers at their 
excellence. 


Perhaps Mr. Edwards would like to 
tell us to which particular profession or 
trade he is competent to tag a label of 
excellence. Let me also remind him that 
there were masters of works and clerks of 
works long before the days of Inigo Jones, 
and buildings of great age stand out to-day 
as examples of their supervision and 
craft, and, as he gives a Brewer-street 
address, he won’t have very far to walk to 
see one. Admittedly there can be no 
magic in being a “‘ registered” clerk of 
works, but there is a satisfaction in having 
learnt by craft and experience how to 
become a competent clerk of works. 
A past-president of the R.I.B.A. once 
made a remark during an after dinner 
speech to the effect that “‘a good clerk 
of works was a jewel, not only to the 
trade, but to the professions.” 


As far as their value is concerned 
I merely refer Mr. Edwards to the 
advertisements for clerks of works in 
The Builder recently. Some posts were 
offered at £15 per week, others at £700 
p.a. Obviously, these advertisements are 
by reputable offices who intend that the 
work they have designed for their client 
shall be adequately and competently 
supervised. Perhaps Mr. Edwards is 
in the same frame of mind as Ealing 
Council. 


I say give all support (in the interest of 
the professions and trade) to Mr. Peck in 
this matter. 

CHARLES SAYCE, 
Clerk of Works. 

37, Brantwood-ave., 

Monkseaton, Whitley Bay. 


PROTECTION FROM LIGHTNING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In the article on this subject by 
Mr. R. H. Warring, in your issue of 
February 22, much of which is devoted to 
a description of the zone of protection 
afforded by lightning conductors, it is 
unfortunate that the author has omitted to 
describe the further and more usual 
method of extending the zone of protec- 
tion of a single or series of single con- 
ductors by the provision of a horizontal 
interconnecting roof conductor network 
coursed over the ridges and parapets of a 
building. 


This method is fully described in the 
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British Standard Code of Practice CP 326, 
101 (1948), ‘ Protection of Structures 
Against Lightning,” from which, no 
doubt, the author obtained some of the 
data for his article. 


I cannot imagine just what a flat- 
roofed building would look like if it had 
to have vertical conductor rods sticking up 
at intervals of every few feet, or, if wider 
apart, to a considerable height, in order 
to achieve immunity within the “‘ cones,” 
for it is of no value to provide a “ pro- 
tected ground area ’”’ if most of the roofing 
lies outside the protected zone. Horizon- 
tal conductors provide such protection 
and, if full use is made of structural roof 
metals serving other usual purposes, such 
as guard railings, copper flashings, gutter- 
ings and the like, which may be utilised 
as a part of the roof network, little extra 
cost is involved, and a much greater 
degree of immunity is achieved without 
recourse to a multiplicity of unsightly 
vertical spikes, to which architects, rightly, 
take exception. 

RacpH A. PRICE, 
President, The National Federa- 
tion of Master Steeplejacks and 
Lightning Conductor Engineers. 


13, Bloomsbury-square, 
W.C.1. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Irish Petrol Stations 


FURTHER to the announcement concern- 
ing the competition for the design of service 
stations sponsored by Irish Shell, Ltd., which 
was given in the last issue of The Builder, 
the following points are included in the 
general conditions of the competition. 

No candidate for the similar competition 
being promoted by Shell-Mex and B.P., Ltd., 
of London, will be eligible for this com- 
petition. Designs for submission should be 
contained in one package and be sent 
(carriage paid) to Irish Shell, Ltd., Publicity 
Department, Irish Shell House, Fleet-street, 
Dublin. Designs, which should be endorsed 
“Design for Service Station Section,” must 
reach the sponsors’ offices not later than 
5 p.m. on April 30 next. The sponsors will 
not answer any questions from competitors. 

Deposits paid by applicants for the condi- 
tions of entry will be returned on receipt 
of a bona-fide design or on the return of the 
competition documents not later than April 
16. 


, OBITUARY 
J. A. Swan, F.R.LB.A. 


We regret to announce the death, which 
occurred on March 13, of Mr. James Alfred 
Swan, F.R.I.B.A. He was 77. 


Mr. Swan was at one time lecturer at 
Wolverhampton College of Art, Tettenhall 
College, and Shrewsbury School of Art. 
The winner of a number of R.I.B.A. and 
other architectural prizes and studentships, 
he was articled to Mr. T. W. F. Newton, of 
Birmingham, and later travelled in France, 
Belgium, Holland, Germany and Italy. He 
also won several architectural competitions, 
including Keighley Library (McKewan and 
Swan), Shrewsbury Schools (Shayler’ and 
Swan), Wellington Schools (Shayler and 
Swan), and Wesleyan Hall, London (Beck 
and Swan). 

Besides being responsible for the design 
of many private houses and local authority 
housing schemes in different parts of the 
country, Mr. Swan also saw various civic 
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buildings and war memorials built to his 
plans. 


H. J. Worrow, L.R.1.B.A. 


We regret to record the death, which 
occurred on March 3, of Mr. Harry John 
Worrow, L.R.I.B.A. He retired from his 
London practice 15 years ago and went to 
live at Colchester. 


BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ 
CONFERENCE 


Announcement of Arrangements 


[J ETAILS of the arrangements in connec- 

tion with the British Architects” 
Conference, which is to be held in Edinburgh 
from June 25 to June 28, at the invitation 
of the Royal Incorporation of Architects in 
Scotland, have been announced by the 
R.I.B.A. 

All members and students of the R.I.B.A. 
and all members and students of the Archi- 
tectural Association, the Association of Build- 
ing Technicians and the Allied Societies are 
invited to attend the conference, and ladies 
are particularly invited to be present. 

During the conference there will be an 
exhibition at the Assembly Rooms illustrat- 
ing current thought in Scottish architecture. 
The exhibition will be divided into three sec- 
tions: (a) Projected works by architects in 
practice, (b) works from various schools, and 
(c) oils, water colours and black and white. 

A number of tours and visits to places 
of interest have been arranged during the 
conference. Other events include, on the 
first day (Wednesday, June 25), an informal 
reception at which members will be the guests 
of the Royal Incorporation of Architects in 
Scotland. The Inaugural Meeting will be 
held on the Thursday morning at the 
Assembly Rooms, George-street, at which a 
reception and address of welcome to mem- 
bers will be given by the Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh. Afterwards an address will be 
given by Mr. A. Graham Henderson, 
A.R.S.A., President R.I.B.A., followed by a 
paper on “ Scottish Housing, Past and Pre- 
sent” by Mr. J. Steel Maitland, F.R.I.B.A. 

In the afternoon of the same day there will 
be a garden party at Lauriston Castle. A 
civic reception and dance will be held on 
Thursday evening in the Assembly Rooms, 
by kind invitation of the Lord Provost. 
Magistrates and Council of the City of Edin- 
burgh. 


* Architects and Housing ” 


On Friday morning, June 27, a paper will 
be read at the Assembly Rooms by Mr. J. L. 
Womersley, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., Borough 
Architect and Town Planning Officer, North- 
ampton, on “ The Architect’s Contribution to 
Housing in 1952.” Half- and full-day tours 
will also be available to members. The 
conference dinner will take place on Friday 
evening in the Assembly Rooms, at which 
guests will be received by the President. 
R.I.B.A., and the President of the Royal 
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland. For 
the Saturday morning, tours have been 
arranged of the Pentland Hills and the City 
of Edinburgh. 

The conference headquarters will be at the 
Assembly Rooms, George-street, Edinburgh. 
The programme for the conference, obtain- 
able from the Secretary, R.I.B.A., 66, Port- 
land-place, London, W.1, gives details of the 
tours and visits arranged (for which members 
must book by May 30) and also gives useful 
information on travelling facilities and hotel 
accommodation. 
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COSTS, SUBSIDIES AND THE HOUSING PROGRAMME 
By ROBERT W. PORTER, FCIS, ASAA, AIMTA 


FN edpkiontaprase it is too early yet to 

assess accurately the effect on the 
housing programme of recent rises in the 
cost of building, there are already certain 
indications of the possible trend over the 
next twelve months if present conditions 
remain largely unaltered. Even at this 
stage it seems possible that rising costs and 
increased interest rates may play a bigger 
part than Government decree in deter- 
mining the extent and nature of the 1952 
programme. 

The opportunity which local authorities 
now have of issuing half of their quota of 
houses for building by private enterprise 
has the important qualification ‘that 
houses built to private account must go 
to people with the same kind of housing 
need as those who are waiting for council 
houses.”? What then is the definition of 
need? Most local authorities interpret 
this as the renting of accommodation 
inadequate in extent or prohibitive in 
cost. Most housing lists may largely 
consist of those who are unable or unwil- 
ling to buy second-hand houses at to-day’s 
inflated prices. Need, while not synony- 
mous with inability to pay an economic 
price, may well imply ability to pay a 
price which is decidedly limited. 

Applicants for private enterprise build- 
ing licences of two to three years’ stand- 
ing able to afford the average type of house 
at prices then ruling have not withdrawn 
their names from housing lists and the 
demand has been maintained, on paper at 
least. An affirmative answer would still 
be given by many to the question: ‘‘ Would 
you rather own your own home than rent 
a council house?”” The answer might 
well be different if this question were re- 
worded to reflect current conditions, viz. : 
“Would you rather own your own home 
with repayments of up to £2 10s. a week 
than rent a Council house with a subsidy 
of 14s. a week and a net rent of some 
20s. ?” 


LICENCES FOR THE ASKING 


Even on the limited experience of the 
last six to eight weeks it is clear that 
those answering “ Yes” to the second 
question are decidedly fewer than those 
answering “‘ Yes” to the first. Indeed, 
in certain areas some private enterprise 
licences recently granted to applicants of 
long standing are being returned and in 
others it is being predicted that before 
very long anyone proving need will be 
able to have a licence for the asking. With 
the present qualifications of need and with 
costs and subsidies remaining as they are 
at present it may be found that there will 
be an insufficient number of people to 
take up the private enterprise building 
licences which local authorities under the 
existing programme are permitted to grant 
over the year. Will economics defeat 
the Government’s intention to give an 
equal chance to the private enterprise 
builder against whom the dice is now more 
heavily loaded than before ? 

We do not have far to seek for the 
reason for the present situation. Evidence 
is becoming increasingly available to show 


that the numbers of prospective house 
purchasers are shrinking because of rising 
costs and the availability of a substantial 
housing subsidy. At present prices the 
man earning up to £10 per week is unable 
to face repayments which may represent 
a quarter of his income. He naturally 
turns to the alternative source of supply— 
a subsidised council house. Those better 
able to afford repayments are increasingly 
unwilling to do so in view of the recent 
increase in subsidy for which all houses 
can qualify, irrespective of tenants’ income. 
The new housing programme has been 
warmly welcomed by many authorities 
since it gave a reasonable hope of speeding 
up housebuilding and reducing waiting 
lists. The new arrangements were doubly 
welcome when they offered the prospect 
of an increase in the number of houses 
being provided without recourse to State 
and rate aid. Builders, too, have been 
greatly encouraged by the opportunity of 
returning in some measure to pre-war 
conditions of estate development. Home 
seekers for their part have been heartened 
by a greater chance to build a home of 
their own at a price they hoped they could 
afford. Is it possible that the effect of the 
new subsidies coupled with the present 
level of building costs and higher interest 
rates will prevent the fulfilment of a housing 
programme so widely welcomed ? 


SUBSIDIES WITHOUT STINT 


The post-war housing subsidy has been 
granted to all proving their need for a 
house without inquiring into whether 
financial help was really needed to meet 
the cost. Whether an occupant earns 
£5, £10 or £20 per week, the same public 
assistance is given to reduce the rent. 
The recent substantial increase in subsidy 
and the reasons for it have an important 
bearing on several aspects of the present 
programme. First, as has been stated, 
the subsidy is so high as to discourage 
home ownership. In addition to buying 
his own home a man would have to con- 
tribute to a subsidy for others who may be 
better off than himself. Second, financial 
assistance on this scale imposes over 60 
years a heavy inescapable burden on the 
local and national exchequers, and high 
costs and high subsidies are being per- 
petuated without regard to the possible 
level of incomes and prices over the next 
few decades. The extensive housing 
subsidies are in distinct contrast to present 
Government policy in other fields of 
“bringing back a sense of reality”? and 
‘paying out the public’s money so that 
those in greatest need get the main bene- 
fit.’ Third, State assistance on such a 
lavish scale encourages people to demand 
and keep on demanding a type of house 
which is unrelated to the average weekly 
wage. It also postpones the necessity of 
a critical review of present housing 
standards which many regard at the present 
time as being out of all proportion to the 
nation’s ability to pay. Last, a high 
rate of subsidy induces in the mind of a 
certain section of the industry, at least, 
the belief that prices can be indefinitely 
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increased without having to face up to the 
harsh necessity of reducing costs by harder 
work, 

If the housing programme is to run its 
predetermined course, and if we are to 
bring some realism into the economics of 
housing, several radical changes are neces- 
sary. Clearly a housing subsidy should be 
only available to those proving need and 
only to the extent actually required. Why 
should financial aid on such a grand 
scale be available to all and sundry? 
Certainly discrimination in the application 
of a subsidy implies a means test, a 
subject which, when discussed, often 
produces more sentiment than sense. If 
the country decides that housing must 
not fall below an agreed standard and 
certain people must, in consequence, be 
assisted financially to live in the houses 
provided, why should they boggle at the 
request that they prove their need before 
they receive something free ? 


POOLING OF RENTS 


If persons on local authority housing 
lists prefer a house to rent and can afford 
the economic rent, why should councils 
not provide for them in separate self- 
supporting schemes? This course would 
appear preferable to extensive rent rebates 
which not only involve heavy administra- 
tive cost, but fail to distinguish in the 
accommodation provided between those 
who are receiving a subsidy and those who 
are not. It is difficult to ascertain the 
extent to which the pooling of rents of 
pre-war and post-war houses at present 
takes place, but it is surely logical to 
suggest that a measure of pooling should 
be adopted so that rents charged are 
related to the standard of accommodation 
provided, irrespective of whether the 
houses were built at a low cost before the 
war or at a high cost after it. The restric- 
tion of subsidies to those who are in 
financial need is all-important if we are to 
bring a greater sense of reality to the 
domestic budget and convince people 
that the nation’s housing must be related 
to the nation’s wealth. 

An early alteration of the present 
arrangements is essential both economic- 
ally and industrially. ‘The present pro- 
gramme, while appearing to recognise 
that greater scope for private development 
will make a substantial contribution to 
both price and performance, is failing in 
fact to accomplish its purpose. 

Is the emphasis on “need” as 2 
condition precedent to the issue of a 
private enterprise building _ licence 
unnecessary and undesirable? If this 
qualification were removed and the size 
of the house still limited, those who might 
benefit would be the owners of second- 
hand houses which could be sold at an 
inflated (and uncontrolled) price. This 
benefit, however, would be short-lived, 
since if licences were easier to obtain in 
the near future, second-hand prices would 
fall. The number of houses built by 
local authorities for letting to those in real 
need would, of course, be maintained. 

The first step is surely to introduce a 
qualification for a housing subsidy and 
then having reviewed the effect on licence 
applications consider the removal of the 
qualification of “ need.” 
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LAW REPORT 


Action Fails to Recover Building Cost 
Above Licensed Amount 


QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION. 
BEFORE Mr. JUSTICE LLOYD-JACOB. 


Claridge and Hall Bros. y. Fisher 


MR. JUSTICE LLOYD-JACOB, in the 
Queen’s Bench Division on March 21, 
gave judgment in favour of a defence by 
Mr. L. Garnham Fisher, of “ Ankers,” 
Bloomfield-road, Harpenden, that it would 
be illegal for him to pay more than the 
licensed amount for a house that was built 
for him by Claridge and Hall Bros., Ltd., 
of Station-road, Harpenden. His lordship 
however, found that it was incumbent upon 
Mr. Fisher to pay £137 10s. 10d. for certain 
work which did not need the protection of 
a licence, and he gave judgment for that 
amount in favour of the plaintiffs, with costs. 
Giving judgment, his lordship said the 
plaintiffs built the house “ Ankers” and a 
garage for Mr. Fisher in 1949, and rendered 
a detailed account for £1,865 4s. 5d. He 
paid only the licence amount, £1,405, and 
they now claimed the balance of £460 4s. 5d. 
Alternatively, they claimed £100, being the 
first instalment under an oral agreement 
which he made in 1950 to pay the balance 
by instalments of not less than £100 a year. 

The Judge said that the over-spending by 
the firm was a breach of the regulations, and 
the application to recover the balance could 
not be enforced in the Queen’s courts. 
In so far as any of the balance was properly 
attributable to building costs of the house, 
the same rule applied and the plaintiffs could 
not recover the balance under the oral agree- 
ment. If Mr. Fisher paid more than £1,405 
for the building costs he would be 
undoubtedly exposing himself to proceedings. 

His lordship said Harpenden Council had 
investigated the matter, when the plaintiffs’ 
director, Mr. Percy William Claridge, had 
frankly acknowledged the circumstances, 
and they had satisfied themselves that no 
prosecution was necessary. There were 
items, though, which the Judge felt it was 
incumbent upon Mr. Fisher to pay, such as 
£32 Os. 10d. for curtain rails, book shelves, 
clothes posts, and other articles which his 
lordship regarded as furnishings rather than 
integral parts of the building, and thus did 
not need the protection of a licence. 

Other amounts the Judge awarded the 
plaintiffs included £7 19s. 9d. for increased 
labour costs, £19 10s. for an immersion 
heater, £9 8s. for paths, £10 18s. for wheel 
tracks to the garage, £12 18s. for levelling 
the garden and £36 6s. for a front boundary 
wall. The total amount Mr. Fisher should 
pay was £137 10s. 10d. He could not be 
made to pay for items such as £82 10s. for 
abnormally deep foundation excavations, and 
£31 18s. for wood-block flooring. 

The Judge added: “I am satisfied that the 
plaintiffs’ witnesses were honest and frank 
and were doing their best to assist me. 

“T particularly want to say this: It was 
suggested to Mr. Fisher that, in availing him- 
self of the defence he has, he was behaving 
in a manner which was, perhaps, not as hon- 
ourable as might be expected. That a man 
avails himself of a legal defence, however 
technical, is no matter for criticism. My 
criticism of him is directed at the attitude of 
mind which he disclosed in his evidence. I 
came to the conclusion that he was not as 
frank as I should have wished, and I think 
I am right to attach to him a knowledge of 
business affairs transcending that which he 
was prepared to admit.” 
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ARCHITECTS’ 
REGISTRATION COUNCIL 


The Annual Report, 1951 


PPPHE Annual Report for 1951 of the Archi- 

tects’ Registration Council of the United 
Kingdom has now been issued from 68, Port- 
land-place, W.1. From it we take the 
following extracts: 

The Council have considered whether it 
is appropriate for an architect to seek to be 
placed upon a panel of architects maintained 
by a local authority or to inquire whether a 
local authority maintains such a panel. The 
Council are of opinion that an architect 
should not do so in order that there may be 
no suspicion of touting for business, but 
should seek guidance and information from 
the local society of architects in the district. 

The question has been raised whether an 
architect may allow his name to appear in 
the classified list of members in the Year 
Book of a Chamber of Commerce arranged 
according to trades and professions. The 
Council are of opinion that for an architect 
to allow his name to appear in a published 
list of architects restricted to members of a 
Chamber of Commerce would be tantamount 
to advertising and is therefore not 
permissible. 

The Council have considered a complaint 
that an exhibition advertised in the Press was 
held to illustrate the work of two architects. 
The Council consider this to be a means of 
advertising and not permissible. 

The total number of architects on the 
Register is 17,072. 1,056 persons qualified 
by examination were admitted during the 
year. The Admission committee have con- 
sidered and rejected three applications under 
Regulation 26(b). 

The sum of £7,528 has been spent during 
the year in scholarship grants to students— 
£2,070 in new awards and £5,458 in renewing 
existing scholarships. 

Five unregistered persons were prosecuted 
during the year at the instance of the Coun- 
cil for unlawfully practising or carrying on 
business under the title of architect. 


INFORMATION SERVICES AND 
INDUSTRY 
F.B.I. and Aslib Conference 


MEASURES to stop the waste of time and 
money that results in all branches of 
industry from ignorance of facts already 
established and published, formed the sub- 
ject of a conference, “ Information Services 
and Industry,” held in London on March 18 
under the joint auspices of the Industrial 
Research Committee of the Federation of 
British Industries and the Association of 
Special Libraries and Information Bureaux 
(Aslib). 

Sir Alfred Egerton, F.R.S., head of the 
Department of Chemical Engineering and 
Applied Chemistry, Imperial College of 
Science and Technology, headed the speakers. 
The conference was held under the chair- 
manship of Mr. A. H. Wilson, F.R.S., chair- 
man of the F.B.I. Industrial Research Com- 
mittee. After lunch, delegates were con- 
ducted round ‘information departments 
belonging to firms in the London area. 

Keeping track of information daily 
directed towards industry in reports, Govern- 
ment orders and technical journals is, as 
emerged from the comments of successive 
speakers, a science for which special train- 
ing is required. Rapid access to technical, 
statistical, legal or other information is a 
daily need of most industrial firms. 
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THE 1952 BUDGET 


The Views of the F.B.I. 


THE need for a strong monetary policy 

and the use of the bank rate as a 
fiexible and effective means of strengthen- 
ing the pound and curbing inflation is 
recognised by the Federation of British 
Industries according to a statement on the 
1952 Budget, issued by them on March 17. 


They welcome the general approach in the 
Budget to the country’s economic problems 
—in particular in the direction of greater 
realism by reducing subsidies which mask 
true costs, the recognition of the need to 
reduce public expenditure and so lessen the 
burden of taxation, the steps taken to give 
more freedom to the price mechanism to 
perform its natural function, and greater 
incentives to individuals to increase produc- 
tion and saving. The statement continues:— 

“While we see no alternative to some 
temporary restriction of domestic demand 
for capital goods when the attainment of the 
necessary total level of exports is likely to 
depend so much upon the sale of engineering 
products, we would emphasise that such 
emergency measures cannot be long con- 
tinued without impairing competitive effi- 
ciency, and so recoiling upon the balance 
of payments in other ways. 

“The balance of payments problems of 
other countries, coupled with our own 
restrictions of imports and growing competi- 
tion, are rapidly intensifying our own export 
difficulties. | Unrelenting efforts will be 
needed to surmount them, and to lower 
costs through higher productivity. This will 
require the availability of materials, the 
overcoming of the dislocation in changing 
over to different types of production, and 
above all a ready response to the incentive 
to harder work. 

““We regret that the burden of taxation 
on industry should be increased rather than 
lessened at a time when, as a result of the 
current level of taxation, there is grave 
anxiety about industriat capital being main- 
tained. Although temporary curtailment of 
the capital re-equipment of industry may be 
necessary, it is essential to ensure that 
finance is being set aside to meet the capital 
expenditure which has to be postponed. It 
is particularly disappointing that no more 
effect should have been given to the repre- 
sentations of industry in this respect than 
the slight relief which will arise in some 
cases from the reduction in profits tax. 

“The excess profits levy reintroduces a 
form of taxation which experience has 
shown to be destructive of enterprise and 
inequitable in its incidence. This will apply 
with peculiar force because of the rigidity 
of the standard period prescribed. Among 
other consequences, it will (i) penalise the 
efforts made to increase exports since the 
standard period and development carried 
out with funds which were not productive 
during that period; (ii) tax as profits sur- 
pluses which are not reflected in increased 
physical resources but represent no more 
than increased money values due to general 
inflation which has taken place since the 
standard period. No mention is made of any 
corresponding relief for the increased money 
capital required to maintain real capital. 

““We consider that the reduction so far 
achieved in public expenditure has not gone 
far enough and regret that the Chancellor 
has not carried the principle of incentives 
further. No concessions have been made as 
a reward for responsibility and risk success- 
fully undertaken. 

“Yet the strengthening of sterling is a 
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THE BUILDER 


paramount need. There cannot fail to be F.\C,.E. TIMBER COMMITTEE 


a dilemma between restricting imports and 
at the same time attempting to increase ex- 
ports; and of introducing incentives while at 
the same time effecting some measure of 
disinflation. Therefore, although the im- 
mediate effect is to throw a further burden 
upon industry at a time when it is seeking 
relief from; oppressive taxation, we hope 
that the new approach in the Budget can be 
regarded as an augury of policies that will 
in the near future sustain the efficiency and 
competitive power of industry upon which 
the standard of living ultimately depends.” 


TIMBER CONTROL 


Consumption Licensing Transferred to 
Government Departments 


PrROM April 1, 1952, all consumption 

licensing of softwood, hardwood and 
plywood at present dealt with by Timber 
Control (Ministry of Materials) will be trans- 
ferred to other departments. The items 
affected by this change and the departments 
which will be responsible for issuing timber 
licences are:— 

Private Enterprise Building (Housing 
only).—New work up to £100; repairs and 
maintenance up to £100 and against main- 
tenance licences: Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government (England and Wales); 
Department of Health (Scotland); Ministry 
of Finance (Northern Ireland). 

Private Enterprise Building (other than 
Housing).—New work up to £100; repairs 
and maintenance up to £100 and against 
maintenance licences. Builders’ Plant.— 
Scaffold boards, barrows, ladders, etc.: 
Ministry of Works (England,- Scotland and 
Wales); Ministry of Finance (Northern 
Ireland). 


Farmers’ Licences—Small quantities for 
use in farming operations: Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries (England and 
Wales); Department of Agriculture (Scot- 
land); Ministry of Agriculture (Northern 
Ireland). 

Export Packing.—All other items hitherto 
dealt with by Timber Control: Board of 
Trade (England, Scotland and Wales); 
Ministry of Commerce (Northern Ireland). 

In addition, applications for sale by public 
auction licences should be made to the Board 
of Trade (England, Scotland and Wales) or 


the Ministry of Commerce (Northern 
Ireland). 
Applications for timber consumption 


licences and sale by public auction licences 
should be sent to the department concerned 
as shown below:— 

Board of Trade, Ministry of Works, 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
Department of Agriculture for Scotland : 
To the appropriate Regional Office. 

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries: 
Machinery Production Branch, 14/21, 
Chester-terrace, Regents Park, London, 
N.W.1. 

Department of Health 
L. and M. Branch, St. 
Edinburgh, 1. 

Ministry of Commerce (Northern Ireland): 
Chichester House, Chichester-street, Belfast. 

Ministry of Finance (Northern Ireland): 
May-street, Belfast. 

Ministry of Agriculture 
Ireland): Stormont, Belfast. 

There is no change in the consumption 
licensing procedure for items now dealt 
with by departments other than the Timber 
Control (Ministry of Materials). 


for Scotland: 
Andrew's House, 


(Northern 


Fluctuations in European Markets 


SINCE the end of the war, European 
. markets for forest products had under: 
gone a great many ups-and-downs, said 
Mr. M. .Du ViGNAUx, chairman of the 
Timber Committee of the Economic Com- 
mission for Europe, at the Commission’s 
seventh session. 

Such fluctuations were not in the interests 
either of the community, or of producers 
and importers, he said. The rise in timber 
prices on the international markets brought 
with it corresponding increases in the price 
of standing timber and in production costs. 
This rise constituted an inflationary factor, 
while at the same time forcing importing 
countries to make do _ with substitute 
materials to an excessive degree. The fall 
in international currencies involved opera- 
tors and even importers in losses, the latter 
finding themselves with stocks bought at in- 
flated prices left on their hands. It also 
tended to discourage forest owners and 
governments from spending on their forests 
the capital required for the maintenance 
and improvement of their yield, though this 
improvement was essential to ensure future 
supplies for an expanding European 
economy. He continued:— 


“Thus one of the essential functions of 
the Timber Committee of E.C.E. has turned 
out to be the attempt to reduce the extent 
and frequency of these fluctuations. From 
the start, it set limits on purchasing, and 
called for the resumption of production by 
a variety of means, including loans for 
capital equipment. More recently, such 
direct measures have been discontinued. But 
the exchange of information and periodic 
market analyses at the meetings of the com- 
mittee, and in the quarterly bulletins put out 
by the Secretariat have become an important 
stabilising factor. 

“As early as June last year my predeces- 
sor in the chair of the committee, Count 
Ceschi, was able to inform this Commission 
that there was no fear of a shortage, and to 
state that, in the committee’s opinion, all 
the timber required for European consump- 
tion would be found in 1951. That forecast 
has proved accurate. When it met last 
October, the Timber Committee was among 
the first in the field to announce the stabilisa- 
tion of the sawnwood markets which has 
since occurred, while at the same time it 
stressed the need to increase European sup- 
plies of pitprops and pulpwood. 

“Despite these indications, sawlog prices 
showed a further rise at the standing timber 
sales towards the end of the year, although 
the rise was less marked than had been 
feared. However, new production was more 
definitely switched to smallwood, so that 
supplies for all branches of industry utilis- 
ing forest products, including the coal-mines, 
would appear to be much improved this 
year. 

“Prices of forest products certainly seem 
to have reached abnormally high levels in 
the months following the outbreak of the 
war in Korea. Some adjustment appears 
desirable, in the interest of both consumers 
and producers, since if timber is too dear its 
position is jeopardised in the building in- 
dustry and even in the pulp and paper- 
making industries. But, on the other hand, 
the price adjustment should not go too far 
if we wish to avoid a temporary stoppage of 
production and another shortage leading to 
a further, essentially speculative, rise in 
prices.” 
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LICENSING OF TIMBER 
IMPORTS 


New Government Announcement 
[From a Correspondent] 
ARDWOOD importers are finding it 
difficult to estimate the future level of 
trading over the next month or so. Until 
the recent imposition of import licensing it 
was thought that hardwoods would be selling 
freely to various consumers, including the 
building trade, as substitutes for softwoods, 
in view of the fact that there is to be a re- 
duction in softwood imports to the U.K., 
but whether this potential demand can be 
fully satisfied now remains to be seen in 
view of the latest regulations governing the 
importation of hardwoods. 

A further announcement has now been 
received on this matter from the Board of 
Trade. This states that none of the soft- 
woods covered by the open individual im- 
port licences for hardwood, which were 
revoked from March 12, may in future be 
imported except under the authority of an 
import licence for softwood. The softwoods 
—some of which are constructional timbers 
—are African pencil cedar, Celery top pine, 
Hoop pine, Huon pine, Kauri, Podo (includ- 
ing Manio, Matai, and Miro), and Rimu. 

An open general import licence for the 
sterling area is now in force for African 
pencil cedar and specific import licences are 
being freely granted for softwoods produced 
in the sterling area, which is the source of 
the other softwoods mentioned with the ex- 
ception of some Kauri species, which are 
imported from New Guinea and Indonesia, 
and Manio, which is imported from Chile. 

It has also been announced that as from 
March 19 no individual import licences will 
be required for imports of, among other 
items, unmanufactured hardwood and hard- 
wood flooring blocks and strips from sterl- 
ing area countries. The technical descrip- 
tion of the hardwoods thus freed is—* tim- 
ber produced from any tree other than a 
coniferous tree, not further prepared than 
hewn, sawn, planed, dressed, tongued or 
grooved, and flooring blocks and _ strips, 
however prepared.” 


N. IRELAND RESOURCES 
Their Use in the National Effort 

THE PROBLEMS of production and the using 
of Northern Ireland resources in the national 
effort have been discussed by United 
Kingdom and Northern Ireland Ministers. 

In a statement made in the Northern Ire- 
land House of Commons on the results of 
the talks, Sir Basil Brooke, Prime Minister, 
said the Admiralty had decided to provide 
three new slips at Belfast, and naval con- 
struction work would be allotted to fill them. 
Admiralty developments in other directions 
were also under consideration, including a 
scheme for the extension of the runway at 
Sydenham airfield, which had been agreed. 


BUILDING SOCIETY RATES 
Increases on New Loans 

IN ACCORDANCE with the recent recom- 
mendation of the council of the Bffilding 
Societies Association, three building 
societies—the Halifax, the Abbey National 
and the Woolwich Equitable—have raised 
their rate of interest on new mortgage loans 
for dwelling-houses from 4 to 4} per cent. 

The directors of the Halifax Building 
Society express the hope that it may be 
possible to avoid increasing their charges 
to owner-occupiers who have entered into 
commitments at the old 4 per cent. rate. 
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LAND PLANNING AND THE EXECUTIVE 


The Minister’s Powers 


HE administrative acts of the executive 
was one of the aspects covered by 
Mr. Desmond Heap, LL.M., M.T.P.I., 
comptroller and solicitor to the Corpora- 
tion of the City of London, in his paper 
on “ Land Planning and the Powers of the 
Executive,” which he read before the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
on February 4. 


It was one of the outstanding features of 
the Town and Couniry Planning Act, 
1947, he said, that matters touching land 
planning and developments were, in the 
last resort, now left for determination 
exclusively by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, without any 
opportunity of questioning his decision 
by way of appeal for the purpose of testing 
its merits or for the purpose of allowing 
second thoughts to prevail as a result of 
further reflection. 


Since the conclusion of hostilities in 
1945, he continued, efforts had been made 
in a number of cases arising out of the law 
of planning to “ test,”” by way of appeal to 
the courts, acts of the Minister having 
important and far-reaching consequences 
on land development. There had been 
some confusion of thought on the powers 
of the Minister in this respect, but he went 
on to quote a number of cases which he 
hoped would clear the air and demonstrate 
how extensive were the Minister’s powers 
under such planning enactments as the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1944, 
the New Towns Act, 1946 and, by 
inference, the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947. He continued: The 
deduction to be drawn from these cases 
is that, put shortly, the courts cannot be 
persuaded to interfere in a matter involving 
the exercise of ministerial discretion, 
unless the action of the Minister is clearly 
ultra vires the Statute under which he 
purports to act, or unless he has behaved 
so unreasonably that he must be regarded 
as having made no genuine exercise 
of his discretion at all. It is felt that any 
Minister will be able to avoid both of 
these pitfalls without being sensible of 
any particular restriction on the free 
exercise of his discretion. Once a Minister 
can say that he has genuinely considered 
the matters before him (i.e., that his 
mind is not so foreclosed as to preclude 
any genuine consideration of them) then 
the courts will not interfere with his 
decision and the fact that he has shown 
bias, or is not fair-minded or open- 
minded does not enter into the matter at 
all. Provided the Minister says he “ is 
satisfied ’’ (to quote the oft used words of 
the 1947 Act) then the courts are unable 
to go either into, or behind, the Minister’s 
avernfént of his own satisfaction. The 
words of the Lord Chancellor in a debate 
on the Bill which became the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947 (vide House 
of Lords, Official Report, Vol. 148, cols. 
274 and 275), may here be noted, for he 
said :— 

“It is the fact that the Minister under 
this Bill will have very considerable 
powers. I myself think that that is 


inevitable. I believe that it springs from 
the idea that we are going to have positive 
planning. ... I am satisfied that the 
Minister must have these very consider- 
able powers. J do not think that that is a 
justifiable matter which admits of any 
appeal to the Courts. I think that appeal 
should be to the High Court of Parliament 
and Parliamentary criticism.” 


POWERS UNDER THE 1947 ACT 


Just how much is given over by the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
to the free discretion of the Executive, 
subject only to Parliamentary criticism, 
can be imagined when it is appreciated 
that under the 1947 Act, the Minister 
is able to act in his executive or adminis- 
trative capacity in connection with :— 

(1) The approval of Development Plans 
(Sections 5 and 10); (2) the making by 
the Minister, in default by a local planning 
authority, of a Development Plan (Section 
7); (3) the making or confirmation of 
compulsory purchase orders (Sections 37, 
38, 39, 41 and 43); (4) the granting of 
applications for planning permission 
(Section 15); (5) the determination of 
planning appeals (Section 16); (6) the 
confirmation of purchase notices (Section 
19); (7) the confirmation of revocation 
orders (Section 21); (8) the confirmation 
of modification orders (ibid); (9) the 
approval of agreements controlling 
development (Section 25); (10) the 
confirmation of orders for the discontinu- 
ance of authorised uses or the removal of 
authorised buildings (Section 26); (11) 
the confirmation of tree preservation 
orders (Section 28) ; (12) the confirmation 
of building preservation orders (Section 
29); (13) the determination of advertise- 
ment appeals (Section 31 and the Town 
and Country Planning (Control of Adver- 
tisements) Regulations, 1948, reg. 20); 
(14) the confirmation of modification 
orders and revocation orders with respect 
to the display of advertisements (ibid, 
reg. 21); (15) the approval of orders 
defining areas of special control in respect 
of advertisements (ibid, reg. 10) ; (16) the 
exercise of any of the default powers of 
the Minister (Section 100); (17) the 
grant of consent to the disposal of land by 
a local authority (Section 19 of the 1944 
Act); and (18) the grant of consent to 
the development of land by a local 
authority (Section 20 of the 1944 Act). 


LOCAL INQUIRIES 


Mr. Heap turned finally to some 
observations on local inquiries held in 
connection with land planning and develop- 
ment. He said :— 


It will be appreciated that the holding 
of a public local inquiry unger the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, or the 
New Towns Act, 1946, is often (though 
not always) a condition precedent to the 
doing by the Executive of an administra- 
tive act in the exercise of the discretionary 
powers conferred upon it by the Legis- 
lature. If the local inquiry were not held 
(when the Statute requires that it should 
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be), then, clearly, the subsequent admin- 
istrative act would be ultra vires and could 
be upset by the Judiciary. It is also clear 
that the Inspector who actually holds the 
inquiry should do it in a “ calm, judicial 
frame of mind.” Procedure at these 
inquiries is well known to us all and I do 
not recount it here. I turn rather to 
criticisms frequently heard concerning 
these inquiries. It is complained that :— 

(1) the inquiry is held by the Minister’s 
own Inspector instead of by some entirely 
independent person ; (2) the Inspector’s 
report is secret ; and (3) there is no appeal 
from the Minister’s decision following the 
inquiry. 

It seems to me that these criticisms are 
based on a fundamental misunderstanding 
of the role played by the Minister whether 
he is making new town designation orders ; 
making compulsory purchase orders him- 
self or confirming such orders when made 
by others ; approving development plans ; 
determining planning or advertisement 
appeals ; or, indeed, doing any of the 
many other things mentioned previously. 

In doing all these things the Minister 
is acting in furtherance of a policy on 
which he is entitled, by Act of Parliament 
and subject to criticism in Parliament, to 
have the last word. The Legislature has 
said that he shall have it. It cannot be 
too strongly emphasised that by Statute 
(and not, be it noted, the revolutionary— 
as it has been called—1947 Act nor the 
New Towns Act, 1946, but the Minister 
of Town and Country Planning Act, 1943, 
the Act which first gave land planning a 
Ministry of its own) the Minister is :— 

“* charged with the duty of securing 
consistency and continuity in the 
framing and execution of a national 
policy with respect to the use and 
development of land throughout 
England and Wales.” 

These are highly important words, for 
they make policy considerations paramount 
in connection with most of the adminis- 
trative decisions on land planning which 
have to be taken by the Executive. 
Rightly or wrongly (and whether it is right 
or wrong is not for the Executive but for 
Parliament to say) the Minister is the sole 
judge of policy ; the Act of 1943 clearly 
makes him so. 

Once this is fully appreciated, does it, 
I would ask, matter that the local inquiry 
is held by the Minister’s own Inspector ? 
The Minister is not there to dispense 
justice, but to carry out a policy. That is 
why he is not obliged to follow the report 
of his Inspector if policy considerations 
require otherwise—the report, it is sub- 
mitted on the authorities quoted earlier, is 
only for the better informing of the mind 
of the Minister who, having genuinely 
considered it, may reject it. It is, I 
admit, a debatable point, but if the report 
is not binding on the Minister, is there 
anything specially to be gained from its 
publication ? Especially may this be 
asked, I think, when it is remembered 
that there is no way of challenging what- 
ever decision the Minister may give, 
provided he has not acted ultra vires 
or in bad faith. 


Is not the position simply that in all 
these town planning or new town local 
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inquiries the Legislature has so framed the 
relevant enactments that policy is para- 
mount, and for matters of policy is it not 
clear that the Executive must be exclus- 
ively responsible subject only to control 
by Parliament itself ? Where policy is not 
paramount then, of course, other con- 
siderations apply. 

So far, however, as concerns these 
powers of the Executive with which I 
have chosen to deal 1n this address, namely, 
the powers appertaining to land planning, 
I think it is clear that in the many admin- 
istrative decisions at which the Executive 
must arrive in the execution of those 
powers, the furtherance of a particular 
policy of land planning, for which the 
Minister is answerable to Parliament, 
must necessarily prevail. 

This is not to say that these local 
inquiries perform no useful purpose and 
in fact do no more than provide an oppor- 
tunity for “letting off steam” by the 
objectors. As I have stated, the inquiry 
itself must be fairly held for all concerned, 
and the Minister must genuinely consider 
his Inspector’s report. That being so, 
may it not well be that points made by 
objectors at the inquiry will have their 
effect on the Minister’s mind, thereby 
helping to form the decision at which the 
Minister ultimately arrives, and so playing 
a part in the shaping of the policy for 
which the Minister must, in the final 
analysis, himself accept responsibility ? 
After all, many planning appeals are 
allowed by the Minister and not all the 
compulsory purchase orders made by local 
authorities are confirmed by him. What- 
ever its limitations, there can, I think, 
be no doubt that the local inquiry is a 
safeguard not lightly to be discarded. 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 


Builders Seek Housing Freedom 


"THE Minister of Works was congratulated 

by Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, president, 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, in London on March 20, on his 
courage in removing price controls from a 
number of building materials. Mr. Robert- 
son, who was speaking at a meeting of the 
L.M.B.A. Council, declared:— 

“For far too long there have been ex- 
periments with controls. What we want 
now are more experiments in freedom and | 
hope that the action taken by Mr. Eccles 
will soon be followed by a move to test 
the effect on the rate of housebuilding of 
doing away with licences for houses built 
for sale or letting privately, at any rate for 
houses below a certain size. At the same 
time the definition of need should be 
widened because in most cases the building 
of a new house releases accommodation all 
the way down the line and so enables 
several families to improve their living 
conditions. 

“JT am confident not only that action on 
these lines would speed up the rate of house- 
building but that, owing to the limited 
spending power of would-be owner-occupiers, 
the dislocation of the building programme 
which some of the planners think would 
result from the starting of too many new 
houses if controls were lifted would not, in 
my opinion, materialise.” 

Mr. A. W. Yeomans, senior vice-president, 
L.M.B.A., moved a vote of thanks, which 
was heartily accorded. 


THE BUILDER 


THE RAILWAYS AND THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


L.M.B.A. Discussion 


WayYS AND MEANS by which the railways 
could more effectively help the building in- 
dustry were discussed at the March meeting 
of the L.M.B.A. chairmen’s conference when 
they received representatives of the London 
Commercial Service of British Railways. 
Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, president of the 
L.M.B.A., was in the chair. 

Mr. W. H. VINE, head of the London 
Commercial Service of British Railways, said 
that he wanted to secure close co-operation 
with trade associations like the L.M.B.A. in 
order to discuss difficulties in their initial 
stages and ensure that the railways gave 
the best possible service to industry. He was 
not concerned with individual complaints, 
which should go to the branches of British 
Railways concerned, but with recurring 
problems which seemed to need central in- 
vestigation, repeated delays or damage in 
particular districts for instance. 


Transport of Heavy Machinery 


Several points on which members had had 
difficulties with the transport, particularly 
of heavy machinery, were mentioned. These, 
Mr. Vine promised to investigate. 

In thanking Mr. Vine for coming to meet 
the conference, MR. WOODBINE ParRISH said 
that they welcomed the opportunity of meet- 
ing representatives of British Railways to 
discuss the difficulties which must inevitably 
arise in the transport of large quantities of 
goods and equipment throughout the country, 
and would gladly co-operate with British 
Railways in facilitating improvements. 
Though the building industry was depending 
more and more for its supplies on road 
transport, a large volume of them must still 
come by rail. If, by discussion, they could 
overcome hold-ups on the line they would 
between them be increasing the efficiency of 
British industry. 

The L.M.B.A. Area Chairmen’s Confer- 
ence meets monthly under the chairmanship 
of the president to discuss matters of policy 
affecting the Association and the well-being 
of the building industry. 


“NEW CONFIDENCE NEEDED” 
Quantity Surveyors’ Dinner 
(PPHE hope that the building industry 

would take full advantage of the 
opportunities which he said had been opened 
up by Mr. Harold Macmillan, M.P., Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, was 
expressed by Mr. HARMAR NICHOLLS, M.P., 
Parliamentary Private Secretary to the 
Postmaster-General, at the annual dinner of 
the Institute of Quantity Surveyors, held at 
the Piccadilly Hotel on March 21. Mr. John 
Gregg, president, was in the chair. Mr. 
Nicholls, who was replying to the toast of 
“The Guests,” proposed by Mr. R. Beswick 
Shaw, said :— 

“We must see that no materials or efforts 
are wasted on unnecessary projects by reduc- 
ing wasteful use of materials, department 
by department, not excluding service 
departments and certainly not excluding 
nationalised industries. In this way con- 
centration can be made on housing, and 
the maladies arising from housing shortage 
speedily overcome. ; 

“I feel that the most important ingredient 
is to give a new confidence to the building 
industry; assure them they are not likely 
to work themselves out of a job if they 
speed up their production. There is enough 
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work for all for many years, and if speedier 
production results in cheaper building, then 
the demand is unlimited in the foreseeable 
future. 

“Confidence must be given to all sides 
of the industry and to local authority con- 
tractors, by assuring them that they will be 
paid according to contract terms and that 
payment of retention money will not be 
unduly delayed, and to the smaller builders, 
who wish to build for private licences and 
under bulk and block contracts.on their own 
sites, that they will be permitted to do so.” 

Sir) Tuomas P.-~ BENNETT, C.B.E., 
F.R.1.B.A., who proposed the toast of “ The 
Institute,” said that with the cost of building, 
at its present high level, the need for accu- 
racy in the preparation of bills of quantities 
was of special importance. Because build- 
ing work absorbed a very considerable 
proportion of the country’s money, it was 
necessary for those who dealt with these 
finances to be properly trained and efficient 
at their work. 

The PRESIDENT replied to Sir Thomas, 
and Lapy J. Davipson, O.B.E., M.P., later 
responded to the toast of “‘ The Guests.” 


BRANCH VENTILATION PIPES 
Their Value and Necessity 


J]{XPERIMENTS have been carried out by 

the Birmingham School of Architecture 
in connection with the drainage for a three- 
storey flats project being designed by fourth- 
year students of the school. The one-pipe 
system of drainage was to be used and it 
was felt that it would be useful if tests could 
be made to determine the real value and 
necessity of the conventional waste and soil 
branch ventilation pipes. 

Econa Modern Products, Ltd., of Birming- 
ham, were approached, and they pointed out 
that they had manufactured the traps and 
preformed the waste, soil, branch ventilat- 
ing and anti-siphon pipes for the Wolver- 
hampton Corporation’s flats at Warstones- 
drive and that these flats had not yet been 
handed over for occupation. The fittings 
in each of these flats consist of bath and 
wash basin, separate w.c., and sink in the 
kitchen. The waste and branch ventilating 
pipes are conventional. 

One completed section of flats, three 
storeys high, was made available for test- 
ing through the courtesy of the Wolver- 
hampton Borough Engineer, Mr. Mervym 
Law, and the architect, Mr. Chapman. 


Practical Experiments 


The firm’s preforming method allows for 
easy removal of any fitting or pipe in the: 
system, so they were able to supply and fit 
traps made of glass which were otherwise 
exact replicas of the deep seal tubular traps: 
they had supplied on the job, and it was 
possible to observe in these glass traps not 
only the eventual loss of seal but also the 
fluctuations which took place in the water 
level under different circumstances. 

Only a small number of tests were carried 
out owing to the time available, and as a 
result of some of these it was found that 
it might be possible to omit branch ventila- 
tion pipes. But so far as the w.c. pedestals 
were concerned on the first and ground 
floors of the flats, it was felt that such an 
omission might be undesirable. 

From these tests it was considered that 
it would be worth while, before spending a 
great deal of money in fitting orthodox 
branch ventilation to bath, basin and sink 
wastes, to investigate further the real ad- 
vantages to be gained, if any, by so doing. 
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SOUTH DEVON 


APPRENTICES 
Bricklaying Competition 
THE South Devon Joint Apprenticeship 
P Committee recently arranged an inter- 
esting competition for apprentice brick- 
layers. The Committee have felt for some 
considerable time that the intake into the 
trowel trades was very low and that some- 


thing should be done to encourage recruit- 
ment of bricklayer and plasterer apprentices. 


The competition took the form of the 
erection of a brick boundary wall, 18 ft. 
long, with a 14-in. by 9-in. pier at each end, 
finished with a brick-on-edge cap approxi- 
mately 44 in. higher than the coping; the 
base to be 12 in. by 9 in. with a 15 in. by 
4 in. panel and 4} in. brick-on-edge coping, 
making an effective overall height of approx- 
imately 2 ft. 7 in., the central panel to be 
in common brick, all other brickwork to be 
sand faced multi-coloured and joints of flush 
lime mortar. 


Prizes were donated by the Western 
Counties Brick Co., Ltd., and consisted of 





The youngest competitor in the apprenticeship 
bricklaying competition held at Old Woods 
Hill Brick Works, Torquay, recently. 


first prize £15, second prize £10, third prize 
£5. The competition was held at the Old 
Woods Brick Works, Torquay. 


The competition was held on March 13 
and 14 last, commencing at 8 a.m. on each 
day and closing at 5 p.m., with one hour 
for dinner, and was open to all apprentices 
serving under the N.J.C. Indenture. Points 
were awarded for speed as well as for neat- 
ness and the completed work. Arrangements 
were made with the principal of the Torbay 
College for the two days spent in the com- 
petition to be classed as two normal atten- 
dance days at Day-Release classes. 


The first prize was won by apprentice G. 
Allen, aged 18, of Newton Abbot; the 
second prize by B. Pearce, of Paignton, aged 
20; and the third by N. G. Frampton, of 
Paignton, aged 20. The prizes were pre- 
sented by the Mayoress of Torquay, Mrs. 
E. G. Ely, at the Royal Cinema, Torquay, 
on March 20. 


THE BUILDER 


R.LB.A. FORM OF CONTRACT 
Practice Note No. 29 


It HAS been brought to the notice of the 
Joint Contracts Tribunal that it is not an 
uncommon practice for parties signing the 
R.I.B.A. standard form of contract to include 
against the item in the appendix, “Limit 
of Retention Fund,” a percentage instead of 
an amount in pounds. 

Attention is therefore directed to clause 
24 (c), which reads as follows: 

“(c) The amount which may be 
retained by the employer in virtue of this 
clause shall be the percentage of the value 
of the work and materials aforesaid which 
is named in the appendix as Percentage 
of Certified Value Retained and up to the 
amount there named as Limit of Reten- 
tion Fund (which in neither case shall 
exceed 10 per _ cent.). Provided that 
where the limit named in the appendix or 
the limit reduced in pursuance of clause 21 
of these conditions, as the case may be, 
has been reached, the full value of the 
work and materials shall be certified by 
the architect.” 

The Tribunal therefore advise that the 
provisions of the above clause call for the 
inclusion against the item “Limit of Reten- 
tion Fund” of an agreed sum of money 
proportionate and appropriate to the value 
of the contract works. 


THE WORKING RULE 
AGREEMENT 


Building Industry’s “ Peace Pact” 


THE WoRKING RULE AGREEMENT was the 
subject of a talk given by Mr. A. W. 
YEOMANS, vice-president of the L.M.B.A., 
when he spoke at a recent meeting of the 
L.M.B.A.’s Northern Area. Mr. G. H. 
FLESHER, chairman of the Area, presided. 

Mr. YEOMANS said that the Working Rule 
Agreement was, in effect, a peace pact be- 
tween approximately a million operatives and 
many thousand employers. The comparative 
freedom from labour troubles in the build- 
ing industry was, undoubtedly, due in large 
measure to the existence of a comprehensive 
Working Rule Agreement, which itself was 
under constant joint review and adjustment to 
suit changing conditions both regionally and 
nationally. Linked with the agreement was 
the conciliation and disputes machinery, 
second to none and making it possible to 
smooth out petty squabbles before they had 
the chance of developing into serious diffi- 
culties. 

Employers should see that they and their 
supervising staffs had more than a mere 
“nodding acquaintance’ with the current 
Working Rule Agreement, and his experi- 
ence on Conciliation Panels and Disputes 
Commissions led him to believe that both 
employers and operatives were often ignorant 
of the Working Rule Agreement. Many of 
the cases dealt with would not have arisen 
if both parties had known the action that 
could and should have been taken in the 
particular circumstances of these cases. 

It is true, of course, said Mr. Yeomans, 
that the constant addition of new items and 
new alterations to existing rules tends, over 
the years, to make the agreement complicated 
and difficult to understand and interpret, but 
in the 1951 issue of the London Working 
Rule Agreement the Joint Committee correc- 
ted this by re-editing the whole of the rules 
and for the first time showing which were 
national and which were peculiar to the Lon- 
don Region. 
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BRIGHTON APPRENTICES 


Curtailment of Work Suitable for 
Training 

WHEN the Brighton education committee 
met on’ March 11, a special report was pre- 
sented to them by representatives of the 
youth employment sub-committee, and of 
the Brighton, Hove and District local 
apprenticeship committee for the building 
industry, concerning the prospects of local 
apprentices. 

It was stated that the intake of apprentices 
is not likely to increase for several years 
owing to the marked curtailment of general 
maintenance and constructional alterations 
work, the work on which apprentices are best 
trained. The limited number accepted as 
apprentices would be assured of good train- 
ing and sound prospects, and the number 
accepted for bricklaying is a fair proportion 
of new entrants. It was commented that 
the imposition of a condition on all con- 
tractors for local authority work to employ 
a suitable number of apprentices would not 
be in the best interests of apprentices; em- 
ployment of local boys as apprentices by 
contractors from other areas is undesirable 
because of the problems and difficulties of 
the transfer of apprentices on the completion 
of such contracts. 

It was further stated that firms who are 
training lads (although a minority) will en- 
sure that the apprenticeship scheme is main- 
tained and met mainly by the intake of 
leavers from the School of Building and 
Engineering, and it was suggested that talks 
on the building industry can usefully continue 
to be given in the secondary modern schools, 
as desired by the head teachers. 


CORROSION OF BURIED 
METALS 


Information Sought on Cathodic 
Protection 


A STANDARD FORM for describing cathodic 
protection installations to safeguard under- 
ground pipelines against corrosion in this 
country has been prepared by the British 
Iron and Steel Research Association’s sub- 
committee on the corrosion of buried metals. 
It is available from Mr. E. E. White. 
B.LS.R.A., 140, Battersea Park-road, S.W.11, 
and is to be returned when completed to the 
Chemical Research Laboratory of the 
D.S.ILR., Teddington, Middx. 

Replacement of corroded underground 
pipes is estimated to cost this country 
£50m. a year. Cathodic methods of protec- 
tion as used, for example, on the £2m. oil 
pipeline from Finnart to Grangemouth in 
Scotland, show promise of becoming an 
economic and effective way of cutting this 
bill. Application of the method, however, 
will only be effective if the fullest possible 
information on the subject is examined, 
correlated and made available to all inter- 
ested bodies. The B.I.S.R.A. sub-committee 
(chairman, Mr. L. C. Whiskin, of the Metro- 
politan Water Board) has been entrusted by 
the Minister of Health with the co-ordination 
of research on this subject. 

The form, which can be treated as confi- 
dential if desired, is in the form of a question- 
naire on the protected pipeline and the site 
in which ,it is laid, the details of any 
cathodic protection and the conditions 
before and after its installation, with details 
of corrosion failures, repairs, etc. 

It is hoped that the form will be widely 
used to enable the sub-committee to obtain 
a clear picture of the extent and effectiveness 
of cathodic protection of buried pipelines. 
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A JUBILEE DINNER 


Manchester Builders’ Celebration 


DINNER to mark the golden jubilee of 

the Manchester, Salford and District 
Building Trades Employers’ Association was 
held at the Free Trade Hall, Manchester, on 
March 18, the president, Mr. R. Carlyle, 
in the chair. Others present included Mr. 
Hugh Molson, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Works, and Mr. J. Ian 
Robertson, president of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers. 

Mr. W. Cecit YounNG, F.R.I.B.A., presi- 
dent of the Manchester Society of Archi- 
tects, said that the building industry now 
found itself in a very unsettled and un- 
happy condition, and that included the archi- 
tects. He hated to see building in slow 
motion, and we were getting it on a lot of 
jobs to-day. “Stopping and starting a car 
reduces your miles per hour considerably, 
as we all know. Tea drinking on jobs has 
a similar effect,” he declared. “It took a 
hundred kettles of boiling water to decorate 
the exterior of my house and the kitchen 
and scullery. I always thought paint was 
all they required. ; 

“Until it is possible for the architect, the 
builder, or the clerk of works, to walk on 
to a job and condemn bad workmanship 
without creating a strike or the over-sensi- 
tive workman walking off the job, there is 
no hope for architecture, or the building 
trade, or the country for that matter. 

“T have reason to believe workmen con- 
structing Hitler’s autobahns gave extra time 
each day as a contribution to their national 
recovery. Possibly they would have been 
shot if they hadn’t . . . a very effective in- 
centive. And we are looking for incentives, 
as apparently people cannot work without 
incentives to-day. 

“Tt would be a fine gesture (without fear 
of being shot) if some such course could be 
possible in Lancashire to-day, to show the 
rest of the country that we want houses to 
live in and are prepared to make a little 
sacrifice to get them at a reasonable rent.” 

Mr. Young went on to say that he would 
exhort all builders and architects to fight 
against nationalisation. “We are willing, 
both architects and builders,” he said “to 
give freely of our best in any national emer- 
gency without compulsion; but in peace let 
us experience the harmless pleasure of a 
disciplined self-expression and the right to 
make a decision without reference to remote 
control which is incapable of understanding 
our outlook and local requirements and is 
only working to a formula—a most effective 
way of retarding progress.” 


Taking the Longer View 


In the course of his speech, the PRESIDENT 
said: “Our meeting here to-night and cause 
for celebration affords us an opportunity to 
remember those men who worked hard and 
under difficulties to lay the foundation stones 
of the organisation we know to-day. The 
past 50 years have been years of achievement 
and progress by our predecessors—may this 
effort be our incentive for the future. 

“Faced with the prospect of yet another 
year or more of austerity,” Mr. Carlyle con- 
tinued, “ the building industry may well feel 
inclined to despair of ever getting out of the 
wood. At such a juncture, however, it is 
salutary to step back and take a longer view. 
The building industry, unlike any other, is 
extremely versatile, and with the co-opera- 
tion of all concerned can make progress by 
greater output and substituting materials in 
short supply by those more readily available. 

“A brief glance at the history of the Asso- 
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ciation over the past 50 years shows that 
many of the problems and difficulties we are 
experiencing to-day have cropped up from 
time to time in the past.” 


ALLEGED DELAY BY BUILDER 


Contract Terminated by Council 


OLDBURY TOWN CoUNCIL, which has a 
house waiting list of 3,000, has terminated 
a contract with a building contractor who 
took three months to dig part of the founda- 
tions of a pair of houses. The contractor 
has been told that because he “failed to 
comply with the notice served on him to 
proceed diligently with the works,” the con- 
tract will be given to another firm. 


The contract was for two pairs of houses 
to complete a building estate at Bridefield- 
lane, Oldbury. The tender was first 
accepted in April last year; in October it 
was signed, but in December only part of 
the foundations of one pair of houses had 
been got out. Since then, it is alleged that, 
in spite of warnings, the contractor did not 
seem to have been near the site. 


Now the council has asked the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government to ap- 
prove a contract with a Dudley firm to build 
the houses for £5,699. 


BUILDING COSTS 
National President’s Statement 


SPEAKING at the annual meeting of the 
Nottingham and District Association of 
Building Trades Employers at Nottingham, 
on March 26, Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, 
National President, said: “Mr. Butler’s 
announcement that the cut in food sub- 
sidies will mean a rise in the cost-of-living 
index of about 44 points and the decision 
of the Council of the Building Societies’ 
Association to recommend member societies 
to increase the minimum rate of interest for 
house purchasers from 4 to 44 per cent., are 
just two more instances of how building costs 
can rise through no fault of the builder. 


“The service we provide for the people 
must be one they can afford and we shall 
do all we can by improved methods, better 
organisation and more widespread bonusing 
to keep building costs down to the lowest 
possible level consistent with sound construc- 
tion.” 
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MANCHESTER BUILDING 
EXHIBITION 


Opening by Mr. Hugh Molson, M.P. 


TIYHE nineteenth Manchester Building 
Trades Exhibition was officially opened 
on Tuesday by Mr. Hugh Molson, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of Works. 
The Lord Mayor of Manchester, Councillor 
William Collingson, J.P., was in the chair 
at the opening ceremony, and among others 
present were Mr. Robert Carlyle, president 
of the Manchester, Salford and District 
Building Trades Employers’ Association, 
and Mr. W. Cecil Young, F.R.I.B.A., presi- 
dent of the Manchester Society of Archi- 
tects. The exhibition, which is being held 
at the City Hall, remains open until April 
be 

Mr. Motson, in the course of a short 
speech, said that the importance of the 
building industry was brought into promi- 
nence by the economic difficulties through 
which the country was passing. He said: 
“Factories are needed in order that we may 
produce new and well designed articles at 
competitive prices for the export and home 
markets; for defence purposes the re- 
armament programme includes a great pro- 
gramme of building; the nationalised indus- 
tries and services are making great demands 
upon the industry, particularly the British 
Electricity Authority with its need for more 
and modern generating stations; the educa- 
tion authorities are wanting to buila more 
schools and the health authorities more 
hospitals; and last, but very far from least, 
is housing, which is of outstanding impor- 
tance and it is the intention of this Govern~ 
ment, despite all our difficulties, to increase 
the number of houses provided for our 
people. 

“T think I can say something fairly cheer- 
ful about the supply of building miaterials- 
With regard to plasterboard the delivery 
period has been reduced from six months to 
immediate supply. Cement should be avail- 
able in just sufficient quantities, but without 
anything to spare. 

“TI am afraid the outlook regarding steel 
is quite different. With regard to building 
steel the position is bad and not at the 
moment improving. I beg architects, local 
authorities and industrialists to look to our 
ancient indigenous stone as a substitute for 
steel in as many cases as possible. We must 
also use reinforced concrete wherever pos- 
sible and we have arranged with the Ministry 
of Supply for increased quantities of reinforc- 
ing rods to be rolled. I hope also that pre- 
stressed concrete will be increasingly used.” 


Among the non-commercial exhibits, stu- 
dents of the Manchester University Depart- 
ments of Architecture and Town Planning 
are showing an exhibit of suggested plans 
and layouts, with some excellent models, 
for development schemes and other works, 
many of which relate to the Manchester 
area. Manchester Corporation have an in- 
teresting architectural and planning exhibit, 
divided into a number of sections, the largest 
of which is concerned with housing. 

The importance of apprenticeship is kept 
well to the fore at the exhibition, and the 
Manchester, Sa!ford and District Building 
Trades Employers’ Association has done 
good work in staging “live” exhibits of 
carpentry, bricklaying, plastering, masonry 
and plumbing where apprentices are at work 
practising their respective crafts. Interest is 
being maintained among the lads by a series 
of competitions. There is also a display of 
work by painting and decorating apprentices. 


G 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
New Town Development 
ON March 18, in reply to Mr. SpaRKS, the 
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NEW COMPANIES 
THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 




















Minister of Housing and Local Govern- Angrove and Edwards, Ltd. (504929). Regd. Feb. 
M ave the foll ing in- 29, 118, Kellaway-ave., Bristol, 6. bidis., etc. Nom. 
ment, MR. MACMILLAN, gave the following cap.: £1,000. Dir.: &. J. Angrove. 
formation concerning the progress made by _ Stannick and Partners, Ltd. (504959). Regd. 
the New Town Development Corporations in Feb. 2 9% eap,? Bat 9 ee bale a 
England and Wales as at February 29 last:—  Strathnairn-st., $.E.1 
Building 
Factories : and civil 
Persons Houses Persons to Number of firms engineering 
Town Houses housed under be housed workers Advances 
completed (approxi- construc- (approxi- £m. 
mately) tion mately) Under con- 
Completed struction Employed 
(i) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 
Aycliffe ... 403 1,310 468 1,520 — —_ 538 15 
Basildon ... 135 380 479 1,560 1 2 7717 1.0 
Bracknell 41 120 137 450 — 1 247 0.3 
Corby ... —_ — _ _ _ — 78 0.1 « 
Crawley ... 651 1,930 686 2,230 15 2 1,736 3.0 
Cwmbran 2 10 249 810 a — 158 0.2 
Harlow 724 2,320 1,203 3,910 7 12 2,014 3.5 
Hatfield ... 66 190 333 1,080 — _ 257 0.4 
Hemel : 
Hempstead 889 2,700 736 2,390 4 (i) 4 1,624 3.8 
Peterlee ... 235 860 356 1,170 —_ — 533 0.9 
Stevenage 380 970 725 2,360 -~ —_ 1,658 25 
Welwyn ... 140 300 430 1,400 A(ii) _— 575 3.5 
3,666 11,090 5,802 _ 18,880 31 21 10,195 20.7 























(i) includes one adaptation. 


(ii) includes two extensions, 


The figures in column (8) do not include workers employed on local authority housing, schools, G.P.O., gas and 


electricity projects. 

The Repair Limit 

On March 18, Mr. REMNANT asked the 
Minister of Works whether he would in- 
crease the £100 free limit for repairs in order 
to keep this in line with the rising costs. 

Mr. Ecctes said that that factor, with 
others, would be taken into account in 
deciding on the amount which might be 
spent without licence in the period beginning 
July 1, 1952. 


Timber Supplies 


On March 13, Mr. HopkKINsOoN, Secretary 
to the Overseas Trade Department, said, in 
reply to Mr. Nasarro, that the present 
stocks of softwood were the highest since 
the war, and, together with authorised 
imports, they would provide enough soft- 
wood for the 1952 housing programme. 


A £2,500,000 Hotel in London? 


On March 13, Mr. Dopps asked the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade if a decision 
had yet been reached on the application for 
permission to build a £2,500,000 hotel in 
London. 

Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT said that the 
matter was under consideration. 

Asked whether the interests concerned 
were British or not, Mr. Thorneycroft said 
that the object of this project would be to 
increase our dollar earnings. It was, in 
many ways, an admirable project and he 
was giving it most earnest consideration. 


N.C.B. HOUSING ASSOCIATION 
General Manager Appointed 


To assist the special housing programme 
for miners which was announced in the 
House of Commons on February 28 last, the 
National Coal Board set up a housing asso- 
ciation. Where an undue burden would be 
placed upon the local authorities to provide 
the extra houses called for the housing asso- 
ciation carries out the work. The association 
have now appointed as their general manager 
Mr. Miles Hudson, A.R.I.B.A., F.R.I.C.S., at 
present principal surveyor with the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government. 


West Lands (Plymouth), Ltd. (504962). Regd. 
Feb. 29, 4, Princess-pl., Plymouth, bldrs. decorators, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Diz.: D: E. Wilson, Taherton 
oaee. Thundersley Park-rd., South Benfleet, 

ssex 

H. G. Winteridge and Co., Ltd. (504943). Regd. 


Feb. 29, 24, The Crescent. 
bldr. and contractor. 
H. G. Wintervidge, 
Bookham, Surrey. 
Healy and Evans, Ltd. 
136, Victoria-rd., —_ 
cap.: £10,000. Dir. : 
Cosham-rd., Ports a 
Goods ship. and Saunders, 
March 1, 46, High-st., 


Leatherhead, Surrey, 
Nom. cap.: £5, 000. Dir.: 
Cavendish, Keswick-rd., Gt. 


(504982). Regd. March 1, 
Southsea, bldrs. Nom. 
H. Healy, Sunrays, East 


Ltd. (504983). Regd. 
Ewell. Surrey, bldrs., etc. 
~ ge cap.: Rey Dir.: J. W. Christie, 7, Devas- 


rd., aD. 

Donat d F. Oates, Ltd. (505088). Regd. March 5, 
8, King Cross-st., Halifax, bldg. contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £50,000. Sub.: D Oates, Rigton 
Carr, East Keswick, nr. Leeds. 


David Chaston, Ltd. (505135). Regd. March 6, 
Essex-rd., Hoddesdon, Herts, eg and contrac- 
tors. Nom. cap.: £50,000. Dir.: D. M. Chaston, 


3, St. Catherine’s-rd., Broxbourne, Herts. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Sik Henry H. Gowpney, Bt., M.C., who has served 
on the board of Highways Construction, Ltd., for nearly 
40 years, is to be succeeded as chairman by MR. OLIVER 
Poo.e, C.B.E., T.D., and Mr. J. E. Let, M.I.C.E., has 
been appointed managing director as from April 1 next. 


DOHM ._ fy 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Restrictions Lifted on Sterling Area Timber 


The Board of Trade announced, on the 
day of the Chancellor’s budget speech, details 
of the new import restrictions to which he 
had referred. Previously hardwoods had been 
freely importable by the trade (under open 
individual licences) from almost all “soft 
currency” countries: these licences were 
revoked by the Board of Trade from 
March 12. 

The Board now anneunce that from 
March 19 no individual import licences will 
be required for imports of unmanufactured 
hardwood, hardwood flooring blocks and 
strips, hardwood staves and caskhead tim- 
ber from sterling area countries. 

The technical description of the hardwoods 
thus freed is: Timber produced from any 
tree other than a coniferous tree, not further 
prepared than hewn, sawn, planed, dressed, 
tongued or grooved; and the following manu- 
factures of such hardwood: (a) flooring 
blocks and strips, however prepared; and 
(b) staves and caskhead timber, however 
prepared. 

The sterling area comprises: Common- 
wealth, excluding Canada, British Trust 
territories, protected territories and protec- 
torates, Burma, Irish Republic, Iraq, Ice- 
land, Jordan, Libya; in addition, for import 
licensing purposes, Muscat and Oman are 
regarded as being included. 

The open individual import licences for 
hardwood, which were revoked from 
March 12, also covered a number of soft- 
woods, viz., African pencil cedar, celery top 
pine, hoop pine, Huon pine, kauri, podo 
(manio, matai, miro) and rimu. None of 
these softwoods may in future be imported 
except under the authority of an import 
licence for softwood. An open general 
import licence for the sterling area is now in 
force tor African pencil cedar, and specific 
import licences are being freely granted for 
softwoods produced in the sterling area 
which is the source of all the softwoods 
specified in paragraph 5, with the exception 
of some Kauri (Agathis Spp.), which is im- 
ported from New Guinea and Indonesia, and 
manio, which is imported from Chile. In 
the case of these two latter species future 
imports will have to be under the importer’s 
quota licence for softwood, except that in 
the case of imports under contracts fully 
entered into before March 11 last, the 
Control will consider recommending the 
grant of an import licence over and above 
the importer’s quota. 

Applications for such licences must be 
accompanied by proof of the contracts, and 
if a confirmed or irrevocable credit has been 
opened the following information will be 
required: Form E. 2 No.; date opened; 
period of validity; goods covered; name and 
address of the foreign beneficiary; amount 
of the original credit; amount outstanding 
on March 11, 1952. 


.*, Comment is on p. 493.—Ep. 


Oxford Building Repairs 


Fears that the stonemason’s craft would 
die and that the University of Oxford would 
be faced with insuperable difficulties in the 
maintenance and repair of its historic build- 
ings are reported to have been allayed by a 
decision of the Ministry of Works to allow 
a substantial increase in the amount of repair 
work necessitating the employment of stone- 
masons. The increase is conditional on the 
work being coafined to historic buildings, 
and is dependent on there being craftsmen 
who would otherwise be unemployed. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Prestressed Beams at Tiverton Factory 


In connection with an article on “ Research 
Applied to Current Building” which 
appeared in our issue of March 21, an 
illustration was given of prestressed beams 
in a northlight factory at Tiverton. Stressed 
Concrete Design, Ltd., of 46, Great Marl- 
borough-street, W.1, were the engineers for 
this scheme and not the firm whose name 
was given. 


Work Study for Supervisory Management 


Work Study is the subject of a course 
proposed for supervisory staff on May 2 to 
4. This course will be conducted by two 
lecturers dealing with the technical aspects 
of management in the Department of Indus- 
trial Administration, College of Techno- 
logy, Birmingham. Details may be obtained 
from the General Secretary, Institute of 
Industrial Supervisors, 47, Temple-row, 
Birmingham, 2. 


Zinc-Rich Paints 


The corrosion committee of the British 
Iron and Steel Research Association has 
issued the following statement about zinc- 
rich paints: The use of the term zinc-rich 
paint should be restricted to paints contain- 
ing a sufficiently high percentage of zinc 
pigment to ensure direct electronic contact 
between the metallic particles in the dry 
paint film. There are theoretical reasons for 
believing that in the simplest case this will 
not occur unless the metallic zinc con- 
stitutes 92-95 per cent. by weight of the 
dried paint film—the exact value depending 
on the specific gravity and other proporties 
of the vehicle. 


Block Building Licences 

Droitwich Borough Council agreed on 
March 17 to issue 20 block building licences 
to builders. The Council expect that when 
it becomes known that block building will 
cut the prices of private licence houses, many 
people will transfer from the subsidised 
housing list to the private building list ana 
so assist both personal un‘ builders’ prob- 
lems. 


L.C.C. Housing List 

Mr. A. R. Stamp, chairman of the London 
County Council housing committee, replying 
to a question at a meeting of the Council 
on March 18, said there were 174,922 appli- 
cations on the list of those waiting for 
houses, made up of 67,513 very urgent cases, 
70,432 urgent cases, and 36,977 with no 
basic housing need. 


“*Homes for Lambeth ” 


Homes for Lambeth is the title of an 
exhibition on housing that is being held this 
week at the Town Hall, Brixton Hill, S.W.2. 
Although occupying 3,000 sq. ft., the exhibi- 
tion, which tells a continuous story of 
housing problems, their solutions, and what 
tremains to be done, has cost only £100. 
Scaffolding has gone up round the entrance 
to the Town Hall, accompanied by drain 
pipes and various constructions in brick and 
concrete. The Town Hall is not under 
repair—it is just a fitting way of announcing 
the exhibition. These constructions show 
sections through flooring, foundations and 
walls exposing drainage and heating ducts. 
They are built in the actual materials used 
on the council’s Bonham-road housing site. 
The displays were designed and built by the 
contractors, Clarke Burton and Co., Ltd. The 
exhibition closes tomorrow (March 29) at 
3 p.m." 


THE BUILDER 


A.R.C.U.K. Prosecution 


For practising and carrying on business 
as an architect without having been regis- 
tered, Frederick W. Austin (59), of Farn- 
ham, was fined last week at Farnham Magis- 
trates’ Court a total of £20 on eight sum- 
monses, and was ordered to pay £7 3s. costs. 


Summer Meeting of Eastern Federation 


The Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers are to hold their summer meet- 
ing at Bury St. Edmunds from May 12 to 
14. Further particulars may be obtained 
from the Secretary, 95, Tenison-road, Cam- 
bridge. 


Dismantling of Dome of Discovery 


The dismantling of the Dome of Discovery 
and ten other buildings at the Festival of 
Britain site has been entrusted to George 
Cohen, Sons and Co., Ltd., engineers and 
iron and metal merchants. Preparatory 
work is to start immediately. 


Master Steeplejacks 


At the sixth annual meeting of the National 
Federation of Master Steeplejacks and Light- 
ning Conductor Engineers, held at the 
Holborn Restaurant, London, on March 12, 
the following officers were elected:— 

President: R. A. Price (R. C. Cutting and 
Co., Ltd.); Vice-President: S. Larkins (W. 
Larkins); Council: W. Bacon (Wm. and R. 
W. Bacon, Ltd.), A. E. D. Beaumont (F. E. 
Beaumont, Ltd.), D. Campbell (J. W. Gray 
and Son, Ltd.), R. Gibbons (C. Wilson 
(Steeple Jacks) Ltd.), and P. C. Richardson 
(P. C. Richardson and Co., Ltd., Middles- 
brough). 
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Domestic Fuel Efficiency 


More than 30 mayors of London boroughs 
and representatives of local authorities in the 
Home Counties will attend a domestic fuel 
efficiency meeting organised by the London 
and S.E. Regional Committee of the Coal 
Utilisation Council at County Hall, London, 
on March 31, when the C.U.C.’s film, “ Pic- 
tures in the Fire,’ which demonstrates how 
the public can improve their home heating 
without using any more fuel, will be shown. 
The principal guest will be Mr. J. W. 
Bowen. C.B.E., chairman of the L.C.C. 


Tenants’ Master Plan 


In Birkenhead there is a house on a site 
that is required for a scheol, and the Mayor 
(Alderman C. J. Yates) told the Town 
Council that originally it was occupied by 
one family. Then word went round ‘that it 
was to be demolished, and before the 
authorities were aware of the fact two other 
families had “ moved in.” Now the cor- 
poration is faced with the problem of 
rehousing 17 people instead of one family. 


Furniture Exhibition 


An exhibition of some of the finest ex- 
amples of workmanship in embroidery and 
articles of furniture produced by British 
craftsmen is open at the Crafts Centre, Hay 
Hill, W.1, until April 25. A special addi- 
tional feature is a mural showing the evolu- 
tion of the art of printing, which has just 
been completed by Mr. John Farleigh, 
C.B.E., who is honorary chairman of the 
Centre. It is to be used to decorate the com- 
posing room of the Government Printing 
Office at Trinidad. The mural, which is in 
colour on a grey background, covers 6,000 
years of history in one panel, which mea- 
sures 14 ft. by 8 ft. 


TRADE NEWS 


Equipment at Kelvin Hall 


Two machines, the light excavator type 
Chaseside shovel and super Hi-Lift loading 
shovel are being shown by Chaseside 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Station Works, Hert- 
ford, Hertfordshire, at the Building and Civil 
Engineering Exhibition, Kelvin Hall, Glas- 
gow, which closes on April 12. The com- 
pany are also exhibiting, for the first time, 
a mobile mechanical shovel embodying the 
new Fordson major tractor engine. 


Interlight Emulsion Paint 


Part of the wall surfacing at the Sandhurst 
Primary Schocl, Catford, which was re- 
opened on February 21, has been decorated 
with Interlight emulsion paint. The manu- 
facturers, International Paints, Ltd., Gros- 
venor Gardens House, S.W.1, have also had 
their products used for certain redecorating 
work at Battersea pleasure gardens. 


A Reduction in Paint Prices 


Fleetwood Paints, Ltd., 40, Parkgate-road, 
Battersea, S.W.11, have announced that, 
following the reorganisation of the company 
and the transfer of their various works to 
a new factory at Staines, they have now in 
stalled additional new machinery providing 
for an increased output. They have effected 
savings in production overheads as the re- 
sult of modernised methods of manufacture 
and laboratory control and have passed on 
these savings to their customers. From 
March 17, their main decorative lines have 
been charged at reduced prices. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
Private Building 


‘HE determination of the Government to 
press on with a continually expanding 
housing programme until the people of this 
country are decently housed, was stressed 
by COMMANDER T. D. GALBRAITH, Joint Par- 
liamentary Under Secretary of State for 
Scotland, when he addressed the Institute of 
Housing in Edinburgh on March 22. 

On the increase in the proportion of the 
programme which has been made available 
to the private builder in Scotland, Com- 
mander Galbraith said: 

“Hitherto his share has been confined to 
a house here and there. That is the most 
extravagant form of building, most wasteful 
in time, money and labour. To increase the 
private builder’s share, local authorities have 
been authorised to grant licences to the 
extent of one-fifth ef their allocation. To 
avoid the extravagance that flows from a 
single licence, they have been encouraged to 
issue bulk licences, which again ensures con- 
tinuity, prevents the dispersal of expert build- 
ing teams and gives the greatest economy. 
It is, of course, still open to a local authority 
to issue a single licence where the circum- 
stances warrant, and also to issue licences to 
self-help groups whose resources are ade- 
quate for the task they set themselves. 
I should add that, as with the letting of local 
authority houses, the criterion for the issue 
of a licence for private building is the 
housing need of the applicant. 

“Working on a local authority contract, 
the builder has little scope to use his in- 
genuity. Everything is laid out for him, and 
he has to work according to plan. The hope 
is that when working on his own account his 
ingenuity will be freed; that he will produce 
new designs, that he will seek alternatives 
to scarce materials, that he will improvise 
while still maintaining a high standard of 
construction, and that the need to recoup 
his financial outlay quickly will lead to 
speedier building. These things should 
themselves tend to reduce building costs, but 
perhaps the greatest incentive will be the 
necessity to provide houses at prices which 
people can afford to pay. 

“ This partial freeing of the private builder 
has been criticised on various grounds, but 
principally on the ground that it enables the 
supposedly rich to ‘ jump the queue.’ I have 
said earlier that housing need is the deter- 
mining factor governing the issue of a 
licence; in addition, I would say this. The 
privately built house is limited in size, and 
its selling price is controlled. It should be 
within the reach of many of modest means, 
including artisans, who are willing to make 
certain sacrifices to own their homes. Such 
people are to be encouraged, for not only 
does house ownership lead to an added sense 
of responsibility and dignity, but it is a great 
financial benefit to both the ratepayer and 
the taxpayer. Few outside informed circles 
realise how great that benefit is, but you 
will know that the typical house being let 
by local authorities is carrying a subsidy in 
one form or another of about 25s. a week. 

“In other words, those so fortunate as to 
obtain a local authority house are receiving 
annually a very handsome gift from their 
fellow-citizens, many of whom may be less 
well off than themselves and living under 
vastly inferior housing conditions. 

“From every point of view, then, house 
ownership is beneficial to the State. Nor 
is it just to deny people the right to provide 
their own homes if they so desire. It was 
only in 1949 that local authorities were 
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empowered to build for the entire popula- 
tion. Before then no one who did not come 
within the narrow category for which 
authorities built could get his name on their 
waiting list. That meant that many people 
have little, if any, chance of ever obtaining 
a house of their own from their local 
authority, for I understand that many 
authorities have not yet housed all those 
who applied before and during the war.” 


Scottish Brick Output 


SCOTTISH BRICKWORKS are working to their 
peak capacity, Mr. Davip H. JAGGER, presi- 
dent of the Scottish Employers’ Council for 
the Clay Industries, told the Scottish 
National Housing and Town Planning Con- 
ference in Pitlochry recently. The 88 exist- 
ing brickworks in Scotland were producing 
a maximum-capacity output of 663 million 
bricks a year. New projects would give an 
additional 50 million, making a total produc- 
tion for 1952 of not more than 713 million. 


Architect’s Appointment 


Mr. W. G. Dawson, senior assistant archi- 
tect with Middlesbrough Corporation, is to 
take up new duties as principal architect to 
Greenock Corporation, Scotland, on April 7. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Edinburgh.—Joseph Rank, Ltd., Leadenhall-st.. 
London, E.C., have received warrant for proposed 
erection of flour mill and grain-storage silos, etc., 
at western extension of Leith docks at an est. 
cost of £1,500,000. 

Glasgow. "Extensions and additions are to be 
carried out_at the works of The Kelvin Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Strachur-st., Balmore-rd., Possil- 

park, from plans by their own staff. 

Glasgow. —Plans to be prepared for extensions 
and additions for Hubbard, Ltd., to be carried out 
at Otage-st. The architects are James Monro & 
Son (A.), 307, West George-st., Blythswood, W.C.2. 
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Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for The National 
Bank of Scotland, Ltd., for alterations and addi- 
tions to be carried out at Renfield-st. The archi- 
tect is Alexander Pye, 42, St. Andrews-sq., Edin- 
burgh. : 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
and additions to be carried out at Sauchiehall-st., 
for which the architects are Watson, Salmond & 
Grey (F. & A.), Central Station-bldgs., Union-st., 
Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new exten- 
sions at Holmfauld-rd.. Govan, for Alexander 
Stephen & Sons, Ltd., Shipbuilders, Linthouse. The 
architects are Hugh’ Frazer & Partners, 3, Biair- 
beth-ter., Burnside, Rutherglen. 

Glasgow. —Plans to be prepared for new office 
buildings, etc., to be erected at Pinkston-rd., 
Keppochhill, for which the architects are Frank 
Burnet, Beston & Bell (F. & A.), 180, Hope-st., 
Glasgow, W.C.2 

Glasgow. —Plans to be prepared for Federated 
Paints, Ltd., for alterations and additions at Wood- 
side-pl. The ne are Honeyman, Jack and 
Robertson (F. Bath-st., og 

onion Agen Sg Mr. Sales and Service Co., 
Ltd., are to rebuild their Academy-st. service 
station. Cost is estimated at £9,500 and Dean of 
Guild approval thas been given. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in the hands of their own 
architects for new shops and other offices to be 
erected at Tannockside by the Uddingston Co- 
operative Society, Ltd., Uddingston. 

Lanarkshire. —Plans to be prepared for scheme of 
reconstruction and additions, etc., at the Edinburgh- 
rd. for The Scottish Coa] Board, from designs by 
their architects, 36, Robertson-st., Blythswood, 
Glasgow, Bish 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in the hands of their own 
architects for new ry to be erected at Carluke, 
for John Ramsay & Ltd., Mount Stewartsst. 

Lanarkshire.—P!ans i > tae hands of Alexander 
Dunn, Ltd., manufacturers, Bothwell-rd., Uddings- 
ton, for new factory. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at. the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for -applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


MARCH 31. ? 
*tWhitby U.D.C.—38 dwellings at Mount housing 
estate, Helredale-rd. CC, D. Taylor (L.), 41, 
Baxtergate. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 2. i 
*tNewcastle Regional Hospital Board.—Triple 
operating theatre unit, Shortley Bridge Hospital. 
E. B. Jenkins, Secre tary Dunira,”’ Osborne-rd. 


3, 
*Bognor Regis U.D.C.—Houses at South Bersted 
housing site. R. W. J. Hill, Clerk. 


APRIL 4. 

*Durham City.—100 houses, Framwellgate Moor 
ery | estate, and 18 on Church-st. estate. City 
E. & Arch. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 5, 

*tEssex C.C.—Cottages, Essex Institute of Agri- 
culture, Victoria-rd., Writtle. H. Conolly (F.), 
County A., Chelmsford. 

*Hereford R.D.C.—14 houses and one block of two- 
storey flats at Wellington. R. A. Symonds, Clerk. 


APRIL 7. 

Bath T.C.—Adaptation and redecoration of the 
East Tiverton junior school. — Surveyor’s 
Dept., 23a,, High-st. Dep. £2 

*Gravesend B.C.—69 ais E Valley -dr. B.E. & 
S., 6, Woodville-ter. Dep. £2 2. 

*+Greenwich B.c.—12" flats at Elliscombe-rd., 
Charlton, S.E.7. B.E. & §. 

Hoole U.D.C.—Six houses on Hoole House estate. 
Mr. Robert Boot, Council’s A., 22, Newgate-st., 
Chester. Dep, £2 2s. 

*Hythe sh pale one, 
R. B. Snowden, T.C. Dep. £2 

*LincoIn (Kesteven) Fd sch., also 
heating and_ electrical works, at  Belton-la., 
Grantham. J. W. H. Barnes (F.), County A., 
Sleaford. 

*+Prescot.—Major repairs, Parish Church, Gornall. 
Kelly & Shelton, architects, 69, The Albany, Old 
Hall-st., Liverpool. 

*+Swansea c.B. Oe flats, Heol Gwyrosydd, Penlau, 
H. YT. Wykes (F.), Boro’ Arch. Dep. £5. 

Wigan R.D.C.—28 houses at Shevington site off 
Gathurst-la. J. Holding, §8., Bank-chbrs., Wall- 
gate, Wigan. Dep, £2 2s. 

APRIL 8. 

*tBeds C.C.—Six houses, Oakley-rd., 
County Architect, Bedford. 

Droylsden U.D.C.—50 flats off Moorside-st. — Mr. 
F. Bradley, architect, Penny Bank-chbrs., 4, Wood- 
st., Bolton. Dep. £2 2s 
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APRIL 9. 

“Bradford T.C.—Structural alterations at St. 
George’s Hall, City A. 

*tEast Suffolk C.C.—Six houses at Capel St. Mary 
Smallholdings estate. E. J. Symcox (F.), County A., 
Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by May 7. 

APRIL 10, 

‘Aylesbury R.D.C.—Four bungalows, Stoke 

ee. R. C. White (F.), 4, Temple-sq. Dep. 


‘Heanor U.D.C.—52 houses, Marlpool Farm estate. 

Mr. R. Archer, E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

Liskeard (Corn.) R.D.C.—Nine houses at Polruan 

and site works. Higman & Ford, architects, 2, The 
Parade, Liskeard. Dep. £3 3s 
APRIL 16. 

Cleethorpes B.C.—Erection of (a) four blocks of 

four flats, and (b) one block of four houses on the 


Beacon Hil! housing site No. 6. E., Council 
House. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 
Northallerton (Yorks) R.D.C.—32 houses. C., 


Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Southend-on-Sea C.B.—Conveniences, Fairfax-dr. 
Boro’ Arch. Dep. £2. 

South Kesteven R.D.C.—12 houses on field O.S. 
No. 272, Castle Bytham. Mr. H. Parsons, archi- 
tect, Council Offices, 41, North-st., Bourne. Dep. 

S 


“Stepney B.C.—Materials for 77 dwellings at 
Vallance-rd. B.E. & S., London Fruit Exchange, 
Duval-st., E.1. 


APRIL 18, 

*Berks ©.C.—Ambulance_ station at East-st., 
Maidenhead. County A., Wilton-hse,, Parkside-rd., 
Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Berkshire and Reading Fire Authority.—Two fire 
officers’ houses at Drake-ave., Didcot. County A., 
Wilton-hse., Parkside-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wokingham B.C.—14 aged people’s dwellings at 
Cockpit Path. G. V. Hives (L.), 3, Cork-st., 
Reading. Dep, £2 2s. 

APRIL 21. 

*Andover Boro’.—24 houses, Mead Hedges site. 
R. 8S. Offord, B.S., “Beech Hurst,’ Weyhill-rd. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Broadstairs and St. Peter’s U.D.C.—Repair of r.c. 
concrete section of jetty at Broadstairs Harbour, 
ete. Mr. Kenneth Josey, A.M.IL.C.E., E. & 
Pierremont Hall, Broadstairs. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Chertsey U.D.C.—11 houses, Lyme Grove site. 
£. & S. Dep. £1 1s. 
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APRIL 22. | 
Bootle C.B.—44 dwellings, Sterrix-lane site. B.S. 
*Chelmsford Boro’.—46 aged persons’ bungalows. 
B.E., 8. & Arch. (Two contracts.) Dep. £2 2s. each, 
APRIL 23. 


*Chester R.D.C.—22 houses at Capenhurst, nr. 


Chester. T. C. R. Eaton (A.), 16, White Friars. 
Dep. £3 3s, 
APRIL 24. : 
*Sittinghourne and Milton U.D.G.—84 dwellings, 
Homewood estate. E. S. Dep. £3 3s. 
PRIL 26. 
*Bridgwater B.C.—12 flats at Sydenham housing 
estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 28. 


*Brentford and Chiswick B.C.—Eight shops and 
14 maisonettes at High-st., Brentford. B.E, & S. 
Dep. £5 5s. 
Leeds T.C.—44 dwellings, Reuben-st. area. City 
A., Priestley House, Quarry Hill, Leeds. Dep. £1. 
APRIL 30, 
*Beddington and Wallington B.C.—24 houses at 
Richmond-rd., Beddington. B.E. & S. 

*tBeddington and Wallington B.C.—18 flats at 
Beddington Corner. B.E, s 

*Billinge and Winstanley U.D.C.—28 houses at 
Claremont site. W. Hill, Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 

*Ongar R.D.C.—42 houses, Shelley estate. E. & 
S., Bowes Field, High-st., Chipping Ongar. Dep. 
£2 2s, 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


APRIL 4. 

*tipswich C.B.—External painting of 722 houses. 

B.E. & S., 19, Tower-st, Tenders by April 24. 
APRIL 12, 

*Durham C©.C.—Installations, heating, gas, hot 
and cold water, Mid-Tyne technical college at 
Hebburn. G. R. Clayton (F.), County A., Court-la., 
Durham. ; 

*Durham C©.C.—Instaliations of gas and cold water 
supply for new technical college at Billingham. 
G. BR. Clayton (F.), County A., Court-la., Durham. 

APRIL 15, ; 

*Smethwick ©.B.—Concrete floor covering of 
extension to Rolfe-st. Baths, off High-st. General 
Superintendent, Thimbermill-rd., Bearwood. 

APRIL 18 

“Bexley B.C.—Alterations and improvements at 
Wrotham-rd. clinic. B.E. & S., West Lodge, 
Broadway. Dep. £2 2s, 


APRIL 19. ; 
Swinton and ma, B.C.—E.&S. (Materials.) 
APRI 


*Birmingham T.C.—Electrical installation in 236 
flats and supply and erection of 14 passenger lifts 
at Ward End HWHall estate, St. Margaret’s-ave. 
H. J. Manzoni, City E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
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APRIL 23. 
*Luton B.C.—External redecoration of 174 houses 
at Ashcroft-rd. estate. Director of Housing. Dep. 


£2 2s 
APRIL 30. 
*Bournemouth C.B.—Reconstruction of playground 
at Bournemouth sch. for girls. Boro’ A. Dep.£1 1s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


APRIL 16. 
_*Calne ang Chippenham R.D.C.—Site works at 
Neston, Corsham. Edwards & Webster, architects, 
10, St. Mary-st., Chippenham. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Barnes.—Suors anD FLAats.—Boro’ Surveyor, W. R. 
Shepherd, Sheen-la., S.W.14,‘ has prepared layout 
for five shops and 15 flats at Mortlake High-st. 

Hammersmith.—Apaptation.—Boro’ E. & S. hag 
prepared scheme for adaptation of St. Paul’s 
Vicarage, Lower Mall, for use as a restaurant and 
meeting place. Est. cost, £7,907. 

Hammersmith.—Apaptation.—Mr. Neville Conder, 
A.R.I.B.A., 2, Russel] Villas, Ducks Walk, East 
Twickenham, has prepared scheme for B.C. for 
adaptation of No. 492, Uxbridge-rd. for use as a 
half-way house. 

Hammersmith.—F.ats.—Housing and T.P. Com. 
have appointed Mr. J. Greenidge, F.R.I.B.A., 28, 
Great Ormond-st., W.C.1, to prepare revised plans 
for 8 flats on site of Nos. 65 and 67, St. Stephen’s- 
ave., W.12. 

Hammersmith.—F Lats FroR_AGeD.—Housing and 
T.P. Com. appointed Mr. H. T. Cadbury-Brown, 
A.R.I.B.A., 17, Clarges-st., Piccadilly. W.1, to pre- 
pare plans for a 4-storey block of flats for aged 
people at Nos. 6-16, Albion-gdns. 

Lewisham.—Site ror Hovusinc.—B.C. to make 
compulsory purchase order for a site in Honor 
Oak-rd., which is to be developed by the erection 
of permanent housing. 

Lewisham.—ExtTension.—Mr. G. TT. Harman, 
F.R.I.B.A., 90a, Lewisham High-st., S.E.13, has 
prepared plans for proposed extension to Cave 
Austin and Co.’s premises at Eastdown Park. 

Potters Bar.—Reconstruction.—A £400,000 scheme 
for reconstruction of Potters Bar (Middlesex) 
Station has been approved by British Transpert 
Commission. Plans by Mr. J. I. Campbell, Chief 
Civil Engineer, Eastern Region, British Railways, 
King’s Cross Station. 

Shoreditch.—FLats.—L.C.C. approved, subject to 
alterations, B.C.’s scheme for 80 flats (two blocks 
of 40 each) on St. Mary’s estate, for which plans 
have been prepared by Boro’ 8S. 

Stoke Newington.—Hovusinc DevEeLopmMENT.—-Howes 
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& Jackman, FF.R.I.B.A., 1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s 
Inn-rd., W.C.1, have been appointed by B.C. to 
prepare scheme for about 30 flats on Vivian House 
site, 359, Seven Sisters-rd. 

Walthamstow.—APPoINTMENT OF QvuaANTITY Sur- 
veyors.—B.C, Reconstruction and Housing Com. has 
appointed quantity surveyors for various schemes as 
follows:—Mr. F. G@. Cox for schemes at Ickworth 
Park-rd., Chaucerrd., Western-rd./Shernhall-st., 
Chingfordla., west side, Howard-rd., Fyfield-rd., 
Hoe-st./Leamington-av., Oatland-rise/Highham-st., 
Vallentin-rd., alop-rd., Maynard-rd., First-av., 
Miiton-rd. 

Ball & Partners for schemes at Hempstead-rd., 
Chingford-la.. east side, Wood-st./Chestnut-av., 
Northcotts House, Brookfield-av. 

Walthamstow.—F ats.—Sir John Brown and A. E. 
Henson & Partners, F.R.I.B.A., have prepared a 
scheme for 18 flats at Blackhorse-rd. 

Walthamstow.—Factory.—A. Boake Roberts & Co.. 
Ltd., have acquired a site at Blackhorse-la. upon 
which they are to erect a factory ‘“ when circum- 
stances permit.”” Plans not yet formulated. : 

Wimbledon.—Housina DeveLopMent.—Corporation 
to acquire Isolation Hospital, Gap-rd., and re- 
ashen whole site by erection of 114 flats and six 
1OWUSes. 

Wimbledon.—Hovusinc DeveLtopment.—Corporation 
recommend that permission be given to develop 
Sites of 32-48, Clivedon-rd., by erection of “eight 
maisonettes in two blocks of four. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Aldridge.—U.D.C. to build 44 houses at Sundial 
estate, Great Barr. 
Alsager.—Cheshire_E.C. propose new sec. mod. 
sch. Cty. A. is F Parkes. ; 
Arnold.—Gregory & Bartlett, architects, Castle 
Gate-chbrs., Nottingham, have prepared plans for 
prim. sch. for Notts Ed. Com. | ; 
Ashton-under-Lyne.—The National Gas & Oil 
Engine Co., Ltd., have acquired the Railway Saw- 
mills, Turner-la., for extensions to premises. 
Barrow-in-Furness—B.C. to loan £19,630 for 
alterations to omnibus depot, and approved exten- 
sions at 155-157, Dalton-rd., for F. W. Woolworth & 
Co., Ltd. 
Barrow-in-Furness.—M.0.E. 
prim. sch. at Amphitrite-st. / : 
Barton-on-Humber.—U.D.C. to build dwellings on 
site adjoining Bowmandale : 
Basingstoke.—Kelvin & Hughes, Ltd., Basing- 
stoke, Hants, propose to extend their factory at 
est. cost of £100,000. Architects are L. J. Couves & 
Partners, Carlioi-hse., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Beddington._Cty. A., Kingston-on-Thames, has 
prepared plang for adaptations to Royal Female 
Orphanage, for Surrey_C.C., to cost £32,060... 
Billingham-on-Tees.—U.D.C. considering applica- 
tion by Smith & Coates, Ltd., for site for light in- 
dustrial premises. Plans have been approved for 
further alterations and additions to works of I-C.I., 
Ltd. , ; 
Billingham-on-Tees.—Kitching & Co., architects, 
21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, have prepared plans 
for 22 houses at Roseberry-rd. ‘ 
Birmingham.—Reg. Hospital Brd. approved adap- 
tations and extensions at Kyre Hall Sanatorium, 
£50,000; first phase of scheme for building colony 
at Lea Castle Colony, Kidderminster, £115,000; 
casyalty and out-patient dept. at Smallwood, Red- 
ditch, £25,130; staff houses at Central Hospital, 
Hatton, £25,709; thoracic surgery unit at King 
Edward VII Memorial Sanatorium, Warwick, 
£16,000; improvements at Cross Houses, Shrews- 
bury, £3,000; and provision of second eatre at 
Gulson Hospital, Coventry, £11,550. Architect_to 
Board is D. A. Goldfinch, 10, AugustuS-rd., Bir- 
ingham 15. . es 
a ee to negotiate with R. Fielding & 
Son, Stanhope-rd. Works, for 66 houses at Valentia- 
rd., Knowle estate East. Ste 
Blyth.—Blyth Harbour Commissioners propose 
erection of single-storey steel-framed goods — 
120 ft. long and 47 ft. 6 in. wide, at the Sout 
Harbour. ‘ 
Bolton.—B.C. approved plans for office block a 
Springfield, for Edward Bros., Tippers, Ltd.; and 
layout for 360 houses at Oldhams Farm estate. 
Brandon.—U.D.C. S. hag prepared layout for 60 
ses at Esh Winning. : ‘ 
nosrighouse.—Boro” s. Commercial-st., has | pre- 
pared plans for 4 houses at Field-la., Rastek 
Burniey.—E.C. approved alterations to St. Mag ie 
len’s R.C. prim. sch., at est. cost of £8,995. Archi- 
tects are Reynolds & Scott, 9, Albert-sq., Man- 
chester. \s 
“—T.C. propose further 136 houses at Topping 
ran tisie-B 40 erect biology laboratory, at 
Bury High sch.—T.C. approved plans for hea 
office, weighbridge and alterations to offices a 
Bridge Hall-la,, for Transparent Feuer. i... ‘ 
Carlisle—T.C to negotiate with arwick es 
Alpha Mount, Gilsland, and Herbert oe. 
Son, 7, Hart-st., Carlisle, for erection of furt ' 
houses. Surveyor preparing plans for 12 ag 
persons’ dwellings at Saltergate-rd.. Upperby. i? 
Cheltenham.—Rainger, Rogers & Smithson, archi- 
tects, 29, Rodney-st., a prepared plans for Sl 
ses at Knapp estate. 
hognestorfield.—I oro’ A. bas prepared plans for 
jun. sch. ; ‘ ailehin ah 
Chesterfield—T.C. to make site available a 
Hasland for erection of 400 houses by N.C.B. Hous- 
ing Assoc. ' 
Chesterfield —Derby C.C. propose expenditure of 
£15,000 on work at Westholme this year. 


approved new cty. 
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Colchester.—Cty. A., County Hall, Chelmsford, 
has prepared plans for four-storey classrooms, 


workshop block, etc., at North-East Essex Techni- 
cal College, to cost £110,000 

Darwen.—Engineer to prepare plans for 60 houses 
at Birch Hall estate. 

erby.—Cty. A., St. Mary’s Gate, Derby, has pre- 
pared plans for erection of new Chaddesden Sec. 
mod. sch. 

Derbys.—C.C. propose mnenmeees of £131,820 for 
erection of police houses in 1952 

“yy Reg. Hospital Brd., Fulwood- 
hse., Old Fulwood-rd., Sheffield, propose extensions, 
including maternity annexe, at Royal Infirmary. 

Droitwich.—R.D.C. approved outline scheme for 
houses at Cutnall Green. : J 

Droxford.— Rural Council] Offices, Bishops 
Waltham, has prepared layout of 180 houses at 
Bishops Waltham and Denmead. 

Dudiey.—T.C. to build 100 houses at Old Park 
Farm estate, Coseley, and 78 at Dudley Wood. 

Dursley.—R.D.C C. S., Council Offices, Kingshill, 
Dursley, Glos., has prepared layout of 14 houses 
at Woodfield estate. 

Eccles.—B.C. seek approval for revised layout of 
574 dwellings at Brookhouse Farm estate, Peel 
7reen. 

Egham.—Cty. 
pared plans for 
to cost £40,000. 

Eston.—U.D.C. 
Jubilee-rd. housing site to plans by N. 
“., aoe rd., South Bank-on-Tees. 

am.—sS., Lynton-hse., Hanworth-rd., has pre- 

Be at for 25 dwellings at Grove Nursery and 
ted rd., Hanworth. ‘ y 
to erect 70 houses at West View 


has pre- 


A., Kingston-on-Thames, 
sch., 


administration block at Sec. 


to build four shops and flats at 
C. Harri- 


Fleetwood.—1'.C. 
estate. 

Garstang.—R.D.C. seek loan of £28,550 for erec 
tion of 16 houses a Inskip. 

Gateshead.—Gibson Readymixed Concrete, Ltd., 
Gosforth, Notthumberland, propose factory, ‘offices, 


etc., at Hawks-rd. 
Guishorous h.—Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald, 23, 


Albert-rd. Middlesbrough, have prepared plans for 
15 houses for U.D.C. 
Ph me a U.D.C. to erect 80 houses at 
Jonn’s-rd, East site. 


gp in —Cty. A., Northampton, has prepared 
plans for erection of new headquarters at the Head- 
lands after demolition of temporary fire station. 

Kirkham.—Bowden & Chadderton, Fleetwood-rd., 
Thornton, Lancs, have prepared plans for houses at 
Freckleton-st., for U.D.C. 

Lancing.—Cty. A., County Hall, 
prepared plans for jun. and “9 
Sussex Ed. Com., to cost £54,6 

Leamington Spa.—B. Aco Als 5, Manor-rd., 
Coventry, has prepared plans for factory at Princes- 
dr., for Sidney Flavel & Co., Ltd. 

Leeds.—T.C. to erect four blocks of 12 flats_and 
16 houses at Reubent-st. (Camp-rd.) area.—Reg. 
Hospital Brd. approved new mortuary at St. Luke’s, 
Bradford, £7,000; and nurses’ recreation hut at 
Bradford Children’s Hospital, £3,000. 

Leigh.—Parish Council of Pennington Church 
propose restoration of church, at est. cost of £6,000. 

Lindsey.—Cty. A., Lincoln, has prepared plans 
for Priory-la. cty. jun. sch. at Ashby, to cost 
£53,069, and Redsombe-rd. sec. mod. sch.’ 

Liverpool.—A. E. Shennan, F., 17, North John-st., 
Liverpool, has prepared plans for 24 houses at 
Willow Green, for Heathside Estates, Ltd. 

Liverpool.—E. Davies & Sons, architects, 18, Har- 
rington-st., Liverpool, have prepared plans for pro- 
posed new corn exchange on site at Brunswick-st. 

Liverpool.—Housing Com. has approved a sclieme, 
designed by Dr. Ronald Bradbury, City Arch. and 
Housing Director, which comprises 30 flats, 8 
maisonettes and 11 garages. They are to be built 
on a site near the city centre. 

Liverpool.—Housing Com. have approved the 
letting, later in the year, of a contract for 
1,000 non-traditional dwellings at Kirkby. 

Liverpool.—British Railways, London Midland 
Region, propose reconstrection of Huskisson Goods 
Station, £200,000 (est.).—Pugin & Pugin, Liverpool, 
have prepared plans for new R.C. Church at Great 
Crosshall-st. 

Liandudno.—Caernarvonshire E.C. propose im- 
provements to John Bright sch., £27,500 (est.). 

Manchester.—Brameld & Smith, architects, 284. 
Corn Exchange-bldgs., Manchester, have prepared 
plans for extensions to premises at Wythenshawe 
estate, for Allied Dairies, Ltd. 

Manchester.—Matley, Brotherton & Mills, A., 39, 
Oxford-rd., Manchester, have prepared plans for 
extension to sheet metal works at Croft-st., Clay- 
ton, for R. W. Morrison, Ltd. 

Mansfield.—T.C. approved scheme for erection of 
crematorium. 

Nantwich.—R.D.C. 


Chichester, has 
schs., for West 


propose eight houses at Bur- 
ton; four, Chorley; six, Minshull oe two, 
Baddiley ; and four, Church Minshull 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Former hospita] premises at 
City-rd. are to be converted into mentally defectives’ 
occupational centre, for T.C. Plans by G. Kenyon, 
City A., 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Housing Com. 
plans for ten houses at 
£16,429. Cty. A., 
Newcastle. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Edwards & Manby, Eldon- 
pl., Newcastle, have prepared plans for converting 
10, Kensington-ter. into offices and erection of re- 
search laboratory at po ace-st., for Council of 
King’s College. J. G. Cowe & Son, Central-chbrs., 
Chester-le-Street, have prepared plans for altera- 


has approved 
_ Montague estate, to cost 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, 
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tions to minera] water factory at Condercum- + 
for Fentiman’s Direct Supply Co., Ltd. Cc. 8. 
Errington, 46, Grainger-st., Newcastle, has Tha 
par ed plans for alterations at Corporation-st., for 
H. Moat & Sons. G. V. Hurd, Fullwood, Shotley 
Bridge Co. Durham, has prepared plans for farm- 
house and buildings at, Brunton-rd., Fawdon, for 
A. Bough. J. Angus* 21, Lovaine- pl., Newcastle, 
is the architect for alter ations to "Corporation 
Transport Employees’ Social Club at Graingerville 
Sout). City A., 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle, has 
prepared plang for 216 flats at Section E., Slaty- 
ford-la. estate. 

Northants.—E.C. approved demolition of tem- 
porary buildings and erection of new operational 
headquarters for fire service at The Headlands, 
Kettering. 

Northumberland.—C.C. propose £70,000 scheme for 
converting about 650 acres of land at Heddon into 
smallholdings. The work includes erection of ten 
farmstead units, eight cottages and alterations to 
other farm buildings. Architects are W. Dixon & 
Son, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on- Tyne. 

Nuneaton.—T.C. propose 44 houses at Marston 
estate, £61,738 (est.). F 

Otley.—Foundation stone has been laid for erec- 
tion of new sch. at Weston-la., £50,000 (est.). 

Peterborough.—City engineer’s dept., Town Hall, 
have prepared layout for first portion of new police 
station at Bridge-st. : 

Portsmouth. —Hampshire Metal Finishers pro- 
pose extension to factory at Fratton Industrial 
estate. o 

Rotherham.—B.C. approved plans for houses at 
Kimberworth Park housing estate. 

Runcorn.—U.D.€. apsroved plans for new vicar- 
age at Moughland-la.; and approved sketch plans 
for houses on Section 3 of Town Hall estate. 

St. Albans.—City E. has prepared plans for flats 
and shops at St. Julian’s and New Green estates. 

Salford.—T.C. approved in principle two- and three- 
storey flats at Liverpool-st., Buckingham-st., and 
Hodge-la., Pendleton—T.C.' approved plans _ for 
new church at Langworthy-rd., for Spiritualists’ 
Nationa] Union. 

Scarborough.—Alderson & Allen, 32, St. Nicholas- 
st., Scarborough, are the architects for enlarging 
and ig nnesgag ig the Wheatcroft Garage, for 
Avis & Bowes. A. C. Wells, Scarborough, has pre- 
pared plans for Sunday- school at Ebenezer Church, 
Columbus Ravine. 

Scunthorpe.—Boro’ A. has 
houses at New Brumby estate. 

Sheffield.—D: “he Bros., Ltd., propose erection 
of factory at Carlisle-st 


prepared plans for 


Shefhield.—T.C. approved plans for new saw- 
oe workshop, warehouse and storage at 
Valley- rd., for J. Tyzack & Son, Ltd.—E.C. propose 


alterations and improvements ot Park cty. sch.— 
T.C. propose adaptations and improvements at fire 
station. 

Sheffield.—Raine & Stacey, architects, 65, Wolsten- 
holm-rd., Sheffield, have prepared plans for factory 
at Boston-st., for H. Brooksbank (Sheffield), Ltd. 

Silsden —l"_D.C. to erect six bungalows for aged 
at George Newton Charity. 

Slaithwaite.—J. Haigh & Co.. Ltd., 
building oil works at Clayfield Works. 


propose re- 
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Southampton.—British Transport Commission are 
to build a new two-storey passenger and cargo 
terminal, to replace war Geattoees premises, at the 
New Docks, to cost £900,000. Plans by A 
Jellett, Docks Engineer, Railway Executive 
(Southern Region). 

South Shields.—Ed. Com. propese extensions to 


boys’ high sch. 

South Shields. — The Tyne Improvement 
Commission, Berwick-st., Newcastle, to build work 
shops and amenity buildings at South Shields. 
Architects are L. J. Couves & Partners, Carliol- 
hse., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

South Shields.—Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., 


South Shields, are the architects for additions at 
Barrington-st., for the Northern Press, Ltd., and 
alterations at Commercial- rd., for Carmichael Bros. 
—Christian Science Church is * proposed at Hepscott- 
ter. to plang by Corking, 16, West-st., 
Gateshead. 

Stalybridge.—Howard & Benson, architects, 88 
Mosley-st., Manchester, have prepared plans for 24 
houses at Stamford Park estate and Oakwood 
estate. 

Stockport.—B.C. propose six police houses off 
aevibeuies. rd., Cheadle Heath, and four at War- 
wick-rd. estate, Heaton Moor. 

Stockport. —B0. propose erection of three shops 
with living accommodation at Houldsworth estate, 
£€E,000 (est.).—E.C. approved preliminary plans for 
inf. and jun. sch. at Brinnington Houses estate. 

Stockport.—A. Eagland has submitted plans for 
rebuilding and extending premises at 72, Castle- 
st.; W. G. West, Ltd., propose erection of houses at 
Sundial estate, Marpie-rd. ; H Barnes & Sons, 
Ltd., have proposed layout for 52 houses and two 
shops at Reswick-rd.; A. A. Quiligotti & Co., Ltd. 
propose extensions to factory at Brighton- rd. and 
Craig-rd.; F. D. Warner submitted plans for three- 
storey flats at Bramhall-la.; and English Sewing 
Cotton Co., Ltd., propose extensions to Hazell-gr. 
Mills, Buxton-rd. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—_J. W. Cameron & Co., Ltd., 
Lion Brewery, West Hartlepool, to erect residential 
hotel at Bishopton- rd., Fairfield, Stockton. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—E.C. propose ‘extensions at Chell 
cty. mod. sch. 

Sunderland.—J. Potts & Son, 57, John-st., Sunder- 
land, are the architects for proposed light indus- 
trial’ workshop at Diamond Hill Works, Lisburn 
ter.—The Bristol Aeroplane Co., Ltd., Bristol, are 
to carry out alterations to premises at St. Luke’s- 
rd., Sunderland. 

Sunderland—J. W. Taylor & Son, architects, 
Gallowgate, Newcastle-on-Tyne, have prepared 
plans for R.C. church and presbytery at Farring- 
don estate. 

Swansea.—Sir Percy Thomas & Son, 10, Cathedral- 
rd., Cardiff, have prepared plans for natural 
science building for University College, Singleton. 

Tyldesley.—U. D.C. propose new highways garage 
at James-st., in 1952 programme. §&., . Barber, 
is preparing lans for 44 houses “tts year and 
U.D.C. to erect six shops at Shakerley estate. 

Wallasey.—B.C. received approval for inclusion 
of Birket Avenue cty. prim. sch. in 1952-3 pro- 
gramme. 

Wallsend.—Northumberland T.A., Jesmond, New- 
reed ca Somer garage at Oak- gr., to cost about 

to acquire three acres of land at Boyd- 
py “yy housing purposes. 

Walsall.—Sanders & Proffit, architects, 145, Lich- 
field-st., Walsall, have prepared plans for factory 
at Wisemore, for T. Homer & Son, a 

Washington.—Durham Coal Board to ye pithead 
baths at Glebe Colliery to plans by N.C.B. Archi- 
tects’ Dept., Ashfield Towers, Gosforth, Newcastle 
on-Tyne. 

Wednesfield.—U.D.C. §., 29, Bolton-rd., 
field, nr. Wolverhampton, has prepared layout for 
80 dwellings at Lichfie’d-rd. 

Wellingborough.—U.D.C. seek loan of £70,236 for 
erection of 50 houses at Croyland estate. 

West Bromwich.—B.C. approved plans for:— 
Factory at Bromford-la., for Midland Candle Co., 
Ltd., Heath-la.; factory at Bromford- la., for Sphere 

Radio Co., Ltd; ; extensions to factory at Meriden- 
st., for Ash & Lacy, Ltd, Architects are Harper, 
Ewen & Co., 191, Corporation-st., Birmingham. 
Extensions to’ factory at High-st., for Kenrick’ & 
Jefferson, Ltd. Architects are Simms & Gifford, 
323, High- St. Offices and stores at Pheenix-st., for 
Highway Ironfounders, Ltd. Architect is T. Dunk- 
ley Hogg, 1, Church-st., Oldb«ry. 

Pe acriey —Needham, Thorpe & White, architects 
to R.D.C., 6, High Petergate, York, have prepared 
plans for 67 houses at Hallfield estate. 

Woking.—Cty. A., Kingston-on-Thames, has pre- 
pared plans for cty. prim. sch. at West Byfleet, to 
cost £46,500. 

Worcs.—C..C. propose erection of six houses and 
garages at Glebe-la., Stourbridge. 

Workington.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospital 
Brd. (Special Area Committee), 1, Lonsdale-st., 
Carlisle, to proceed with first stage of plan for 
adapti ng Camerton Hospital, Workington, as tuber- 
enlosis sanatorium, Architects are Waddington & 
Broadbent, Scotch-st., Whitehaven. 

Workington.—B.C. received approval for eight 
houses at Cranbourne-st. and amended layout for 
30 houses at Northside. 

Worksop.—R.D.C. to build 36 houses at Carlton. 

Yeovil.—Warren_& Roydon Cooper, architects to 
T.C., West HandTord, have prepared plans for 34 
houses at Larkhill. 

Yorks.—East Riding Cty. A., County Hall, Bever- 
ley, has prepared plans for cty. sec. sch. at Har 
land- -way, Cottingham, for Ed. Com. 


Wednes- 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes aes ed md accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q — accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments 


Andover.—12 houses and eight 
Hedges housing site, for B.C.: 
Appleshaw-in-Andover, £25,748 


flats at Mead 
*Sturges Bros., 


Barrow-in-Furness. —Erection. of new power 
station at Rosecote, Barrow-in-Furness. Architects 
are L. J. Couves & Partners, Carliol-hse., New- 


castle-on-Tyne: *Gerard & Co., Manchester. 
Bedford.—24 houses at “Old Ford End-rd. estate: 
*Besbuilt, Ltd. 


Bedford.—24 flats at Eastcotts- rd. estate: *Wm. 
Bushby, Ltd. 
edford.—24 houses at LEastcotts-rd. estate: 


*Gambrill & Sugars. 
Bermondsey.—19 flats and eight pram_ stores, 
Lynton estate extension, for B.C,: *Direct Labour, 


Birmingham.—Works for Reg. Hospital Brd.:—(a) 
Renewal of engineering services at Powick Mental 
Hospital; (b) modernisation of sanitary annexes at 
Andressey Hospital; (c) maternity accommodation 
at Cheadle Isolation Hospital ; (d) building work 
at Wolesley Hospital, Stourbridge; (e) new kitchen 
and dining-room at Coventry ‘and Warwickshire, 
and (f) operating theatre at City General, Stoke 
on-Trent: (a) *Brightside acy & Engineering 
Co., Ltd., 17, Summer-rd.; (b) *A. Holmes & Son, 
Ltd., Dallow Works, Burton-on-Trent, £20,738 ; (c) 
*Ball & roe Trent Bridge, Stoke-on-Trent, 
£17,995; (d) * Guest, Ltd., Coalbourne Brook, 
Stourbridge, i.e. (e) “Turriff Construction “ 
Ltd., Leamington Spa, £7,400; and (f) *G. 
Poole, Ltd., Newcastle, Staffs, £7, 100. 

Blackpool.—25 houses at Edgeway- rd., Stanley-rd. 
and Faringdon-av., for T.C.: *A. Ashworth, 23, 
Longridge-ave., South Shore, Blaékpool. 

Bolton. —42 houses at Johnson Fold No. 2 estate, 
for B.C.: *F. Pardon, Ltd., Bolton, £60,887; and 
138 nity houses: *Unity Structures, Ltd., London. 

Braintree.—Erection of new John Bunyan ety. 
inf. sch., for Essex Ed. a *H. Potter, Ltd., 
Fairfield-rd., Chelmsford, £56 

Brighton.—24 flats at Sylvan’ fall estate, for B.C. : 
“Building & Public Works Construction ‘Co., Ltd., 
£50,782; and 72 flats and stores at ap bewes- rd. : 
*James Miller & Partners, Ltd., £104,722 

Brighton.—Block of houses at Hollingdean estate, 
for B.C.: *Knight Bros. (Brighton), £7,176. 

Brighion, —Block of houses it Hollingdan estate, 
for B.C.: *T. J. Braybon & Son, Ltd., £7, 

Brighton. —Six houses at Hollingdean ce for 
B.C.: *Rice & Son, Ltd., 

Bri righton. —Six houses at Holinedean estate, for 
B.C.: *J. Miller & Partners, Ltd., 

Carlisle.—Houses at Harraby, Rang TC. *John 
Laing & Son, Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle, £61,325 
(50); *Direct Labour, £79,110 (56). 

Carshalton.—Erection of first section of St. Peter’s 
Technical Institute, for Surrey C.C.: *Thorogood & 
Sons, Bond-st., Surbiton 

Croydon.—34 houses at New mae, me estate 
(site of King MHenry’s-dr.), for B.C.: +S. 
Gregory (Builders & Contractors), Ltd., 27, Chapel. 
rd.. Worthing, £44,988. 

Dewsbury.—Houses for B.C.:—108 at Wakefield- 
rd. site: *Harlow & Milner, Ltd., Warren Yard, 
Warrengate, Wakefield, £140,845; and 24 dwellings 
at Staincliffe-rd. site: KAA _jArmitage & Sons, Lta., 
62, Town-st., Leeds, £32 

Dundee.—178 houses at —_— & Angus estate, 
for Housing Com.: *John Lawrence (@ asgow), 
Ltd., £328,480. 

Dundee.—196 houses at Douglas & Angus estate, 
for Housing Com.: *The Scottish Orlit Co., Ltd., 
£348,690. 

Dundee.—138 houses at Douglas & Angus estate, 
for Housing Com.: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd. 


Durham.—Erection of ety. inf. sch. at High 

Usworth, for C.C. G. R. Clayton, Cty. A., Court- 

la., Durham: *Tars slag, Ltd., Bowesfield- la... Stock- 

ton-on- Tees, £44,582. 

iaringhley.— Additions, ee school, Squires- 
N.3, for B.C. B.E. & S., 294, Regent’s Park-rd., 

N3: *Poolman (Builders), “Ltd. N.W.4, £2,590. 


Glasgow.—Erection of new public school on the 
Crookston housing site for T.C. John MacNab (F.), 
architect, 129, Bath-st., Blythswood. *Cowiesons, 
Lid., St.’ Rollox, Glasgow, N.E 

Hammersmith.—3 flats and . maisonette on site 


of 99/101, Iffley-rd., for B.C.: *Roger Miller & Co., 
Ltd., £8,743. : # 
Hammersmith.—8 flats on site of Nos. 167/169, 


Hammersmith-gr., for B.C.: *Direct labour, £13,396, 


Hornchurch.—56 dwellings at Hacton Farm 
estate for U.D.C. *W. Stokes, Hornchurch, £65,431. 
likeston.—24 houses (Scheme 16), for B.C.: *F. 


Langley Mill, £32,041. 

Lancs.—Erection of new C.P. schs. for E.C.:—(a) 
Middleton Bowlee; (b) Worsley Mount Skip; (c) 
Urmston Highfield; and (d) Leigh Nel Pan La.: 
(a) *P. Hamer, Ltd.. Swinton, nr. Manchester, 
£78,341; (b) *E. F. Davis, Ltd., Farnworth, £49. 740; 
(c) *fhe Moston Brick & ‘Building Co., Ltd. 


Sisson & Sons, Ltd., 


Kenyon-la., Collyhurst, Manchester, £54,150; and 
(d) *W. J. Bickerstaffe & Sons, Ltd., Leigh, £48,170. 
Lewisham.—Erection of five flats and 16 
maisonettes at Dartmoufh-rd. for B.C. :— 
Rush and Tompkins, Ltd was iy ... £50,245 
T. W. Driver, Ltd. . 49,731 
§. Varney &'Co., Ltd. 49,430 
Thomas Lowe & Sons, Ltd. 49,210 
The Bunting Construction Co., ‘Ltd. 48,860 
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Gee, Walker and Slater, Ltd. --» 48,590 
W. J. Simms, Sons and Cooke, Ltd. «-- 48,364 
Halse & Sons, Ltd... . A s-- 48,202 
W. J. Mitchell & Son, Ltd. 48,125 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd. 46,149 

pe 


Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. 
*F. G. Minter, Ltd. . 370 

Repairs and decorations to Town Hall Ginatians 
and extension for B.C.:— 





Singlefield and Milton ; «« £7,505 
S. Luxton & Son, Ltd... vie aS wwe 2,200 
A. Hobday & Co., Ltd. ... oa aa eee 6,722 
R. L. Basham ... ah sea aaa Coe 
C. R. Voysey & Co., ‘Ltd. 6,564 
Dudgeons (London), Ltd. 6,049 
Cole and Pilgrim 5,455 
Joneg and Feasey 5,433 
Slade Betts : 5,332 
Herbert Kennard, Ltd. 5,081 
H. Foord & Son, i. 4,932 
§S. A. Thorne . a 4,793 
T. W. Diver, Ete 4. 4,365 
A. J. Cailes & Sons, Ltd. °.. Na 4,256 
C. Edwards (Builders), Ltd. * 4,197 
*J. W. Druce & Co., Ltd. 4,156 





Liverpool.—28 houses at Eastcote-rd.: *Briscoe 
Builders, Ltd., Crosby Green, West Kirby 

London (Admiralty). —Particulars of sail 
placed by Civil Engineerin-Chief’s Department, 
Admiralty :— 

Iichester, Somerset: Six officers’ houses, Carter 
and White (Builders), Ltd., Shepton Mallet, Somer- 
set. Helston, Cornwall: Six officers’ houses, Dudley 
Coles, Plymouth. 

{London aa ale —Particulars 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s 
Admiralty :- 

Devonport : : 
shop, Wakeham Bros., 
rd., Plymouth. 

London (Air Ministry)—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over placed by the Directorate of 
Contracts for the week ended March 22: Building 
work: H. H. and F. Roll, Ltd5 Epsom ; R. Pert 
and Sons, Ltd., ™ontrose, Angus. General main- 
tenance work : A. C. Billings and Sons, Ltd., Chelten- 
ham, Glos.; F. Rendell and Sons, Ltd., Devizes, 
Re-surfacing work: Wirksworth Quarries, 
Ltd., London, N.1. Extension to runway : W. and 
French, Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex. Dismantling 
of hangar : The Cambridge Erection Co., Cambridge. 
Internal electrical wiring services : Economic Elec- 
tric Co. (Liverpool), Ltd., Birkenhead; The South 
Wales Electricity Board, Cardiff 

London (L.6.6.).—The undermentioned contracts 
exceeding £2,500 in value have been placed by the 
London County Council during the period 
February 1 and March 21:— 

Demolition and clearance work, Borstall Heath, 
Leyton & O’Riordan, Ltd.; flats at Leyton-sq. site 
and Peckham High-st. site, Henry Boot & Sons, 
Ltd.; repair of war damage at Technical Col lege, 
Shoreditch, George Barker (Builders), Ltd.; flats, 
Lent-st., Southwark, F. Troy & Co., at. repair 


of contracts 
_ Dept., 


Site works and foundations for work- 
Ltd., Friary Yard, Knighton- 


of war "damage, John Evelyn County Prim. Sch., 
Deptford, Norman Wright (Builders), Ltd, ; repair 
of war damage, Elfrida County Prim. Sch.. 


electrical instal- 


Lewisham, F. Allen & Sons, Ltd.; 
“and Gatton Day 


lation, Broadwater County Prim. 
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Special Sch., C. S. Tagg, Ltd.; electrical installa- 
tion, Campbell County Prim. Sch., Paddington, 
John Trapp (Electrical), Ltd.; electrical installa- 
tion, New End Sch., Hampstead, John Trapp 
(Electrical), Ltd.; maintenance and war damage 
a Rushmore County Prim. Sch,, S. C. Grover, 
td. 


Painting and cleaning at following schools: Gally- 
wall and Elfrida Rathbone Schools, Bermondsey, 
Andrew Black & Son, Ltd.; Harry Gosling and 

Garrick Schools, Stepney, Hammond & Miles, Lid. ; 
Beaufort House Sch., Fulham, Decorative Painting 
Contractors, Ltd.; Clapton Park Sc h., Martin 
(Finsbury), Ltd.; Grafton Sch., Islington, W. J. 
Sims, Sons & Cooke, Ltd. ; Gifford Sch., Islington, 
E. J. Lacy & Co., Ltd.; Lawrence Sch., Bethnal 
Green, Hammond & Miles, Ltd.; Nelson Sch., 
Southwark, F. Troy & Co., Ltd,; Ritchie Sch., 
Islington, A. Bell & Son (Paddington), Ltd.; Scaw- 
fell and Randal Cremer Schools, J. & J. Dean, Ltd. 

William Tyndale Sch., Islington, G. T. Painters, 
Ltd.; Wix Sch., Battersea, A. J. Wait & Co., Ltd.; 
Church Manor Way and Manor Way Schools, Wool- 
wich, E, Proctor & Son; King’s Park and "Middle 
Park Schools, Woolwich, Anthony Cooper & Son, 
Ltd. ; Huntingfield Seh., Wandsworth, Kirk & Kirk, 
Ltd. ; Stanley and Frankham Schools, Deptford, 
Greenaway & Son, Ltd.; Kilmorie and Pendragon 
Schools, Lewisham, Norman Wright (Builders), 


Ltd.; Upton House Sch., Hackney, A. E. Wright & 
Sons; Honor Oak Sch., Camberwell, John Kent 
(London), Ltd.; Slade Sch., Plumstead, Grant & 


Partners, Ltd.; Clapham Park Sch., S.W.4, Albert 
Soden, Ltd.; 


Wycliffe Sch., S.W. 11, Waldron 
(Builders), Ltd. 


Langford and Wedgwood Schools, Fulham, W. J. 
Marston & Son, Ltd.; Waldron and Greenmead 
Schools, Wandsworth, Knight (Constructions), Ltd. 
Bevington County Prim, Sch., Kensington, ‘Decra: 
Ltd.; Cantlowe and Robert Louis Stevenson 
Schools, St. Pancras, A. Bagnall & Sons, Ltd.; 
Edith Neville and Haverstock Schools, St. Pancras, 
Sheppard & Short, Ltd.; Everington Sch., Fulham, 
Fassnidge, — & Norris, Ltd.; Henry Fawcett 
Sch., Lambeth, E. Satterthwaite, Ltd.; Hugh 
Myddelton Sch. F. Foulger & Sons; Moberley 
Sch., Paddington, E. R, Armfield, Ltd.; Rushmore 
Sch., E.5, Gray Conoley & Ce., Ltd.; Poole’s Park 
Sch. Islington, M. & F. Frawley, Ltd.; St. Quintin 
Park Sch., Kens eA, Sykes & Son, Ltd. 

Stewart Headlam Sch., Bethnal Green, Gray 
Conoley and Co., Ltd.; Copenhagen and Compton 
Schools, A. Roberts & Co., Ltd.; Beckford Sch.. 
Hampstead, Keen Painters, Ltd.; Cowley and 
Kennington Sec. Boys’ at Durand Sch., Lambeth, 
R. Bilham & Sons; Heathbrook Sch., Wandsworth, 
E. Satterthwaite, Ltd.; Highbury Sch., Islington, 
R. H. Powis, Ltd.; Rosa Bassett Sch., Wandsworth, 
H. D. Ebbutt & Son; Aristotle and Fircroft Schools, 
Wandsworth, C. H. Runnalls & Sons, Ltd.; Belle- 
ville County Prim. Sch., Battersea, J. Garrett & 
Son, Ltd,; Crofton Park and Stillness Schools, 
Lewisham, S. A. Thorne; Elliott Sch., Southfields, 
T. Rungham & Co., Ltd. 

Honeywell Sch., Battersea, J. Garrett & Son, 
Ltd.; St, Marylebone Grammar Sch., Chas. Berger 
& Son, Ltd.; West Greenwich and Durham Hill 
Schools, Lewisham, S. A. Thorne; Ashburnham and 
West Kensington Schools, Fulham, Sims & Russell, 
Ltd.; Chelsea Sch., Fulham, Sims & Russell, Ltd.; 
Elizabeth Carr and Glyn Schools, Hackney, W, T 
Williamson. 

Electrical installation, Penton County Prim. Sch., 
N.1, Norwest Services, Ltd.; electrical installation, 
Rochelle Prim. Sch., Alexander & Maiden (Elec: 
trical Contractors), Ltd.; erection of schoolkeeper’s 


house, Bousfield County Prim. Sch., Chelsea, Kirk 
& Kirk, Ltd.; complete exterior and _ interior 
painting, Paddington Tech. College, Marshall 


Andrew & Co., Ltd.; complete exterior and interior 
painting, St. Thomas’ Sch., Picton-p],, R. Amesbury, 
Ltd. 

JLondon (M.O. ha gm placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended March 1 

London: Custom-hse., Facto Thames-st., E.C.3, 
Alterations and adaptations, John Greenwood, Lid., 
King William-st.-hse., Arthur-st., E.C.4. Derby- 
shire : Minis try of Fuel & Power, “Harpur Hill, Bux- 
ton, Extension to fuel, light & power laboratory, 
Barker Bros. (Contractors), 20, Chester-rd., Maccles- 
field. Lancashire: W.V.S., Joint Service Club, 47-49, 

Paradise-st., Liverpool, Erection, C. & G. L. Desoer, 
Ltd., 2-4, Marathon- st., Liver 

London (War Dept.).— Works contracts placed by 
W.D. during week ended March 15:— 

Merioneth : Building work. Geo. Linnecor & Son, 
Ltd., Birmingham 6. Yorkshire: Building work, ia 
Roxby Surtees, Ltd., Catterick Camp. Leicester- 
shire: Building work, Geo. Duxbury & Sons, Ltd., 


Leicester. . 

Surrey : Building work, Tribe & Robinson, Ltd., 
Guildford; Painting & decorating, A. Bagnall & 
Sons, Ltd., London, W.12. Hampshire: Building 
work, Geo. Kemp, Stroud & Co., Ltd., Aldershot; 
Painting & cea A. Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., 
London, W.1 

Middlesbrough. —22 houses at Berwick Hills, for 
T.C.: *P. Shannon, Middlesbrough, £29,706. 

Midlothian.—Erection of 140 houses for The 
Scottish Specia] Housing Association, Ltd.. at the 
Peniquick housing site. Norman A. Campbell (A.), 
architect, 15, Dtumsheugh-gdns., West End, Edin- 
burgh. *Cruden, Ltd., Musselburgh. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—22 houses at Winchcombie- 
pl.: *A. Potts, Heaton-rd. ?: 

Newcastle-On-Tyne.—14 houses at Meridian-way; 
J. T. Bell & Son, Northumberland-pl. 





